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EF a dumb Peaſt cou'd Nacrr-s Stlence break, 
AndBl:am's Aſs at Heaven'sCommand cou'd fi eak 
Let's v 0nder leſs, that the lame God cou'd reach, 
The Voice of Ravens his great Truth to Preach. 
* _ Eur*r's his own kind Call, no Jeſs a Grace, 
> Than to irvite us his Rich Peace r'cmbrace, 
E4>U7on a 1d {ove, (Oh happy Iſrael!) 
 Whenin Thy Cates inch Heavenly Gueſts can dwell. 
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| By Alex. Clogie, Miniſter of VV 10 more SEC- 2 


X.CORP 1: 
PR, THE-— 


ge of a Raven; | 


Thar F rice ip oke this Words | | 4 
: diltintly. 4 


HHH Coloſſians the 
#34. and 1 5th. 'H 


ONT I ith 


vn 24 
os. 


The. Tre ic fe Iflook'd into, and oper Z 
ed. In a Sermon, Preached at VVie- 3 
more, in the County of Hereford, e 
| * To which is added; 


.Kingdom ; ſhowing the uſe. we} 4 
ought. to make of this Voice from 
Heaven. A 


veto, , A—— 
— —— w— 


1 onſed accowing to Oider: 


þ - Matth. 21. xvii. Þ 
And Fe (ant unto them, Tea, have ye never ro þ 
Pre Mout hs of Babes and Suchlings, :bou | 
Fedted Praiſe. 


London, Printed byW, B. Andare to be ola 0 
Tho, Norris, in the firſt Courr on the Left re 
Hand, without Alderſgate, and by moſt Book 
ſellers | in  Danden and Weſ moſt, 1696: a 
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commendation, not only as con- 
taining ſo Evangelical a Bleſſing, ( as the 

J Peace of God 7 theText) offer'd to thee;: 

JI 617 beartieft endeavours for the obtain- 

Ul» hereof, x ſo much our bighef Chri- 
ſtian\Iportance and Duty ; but likewiſe  _ 
wore particularly the Occaſion that gavethe  .-+ 
Reverend Preacher the choice of this Text 5' 

which firſt inthe plain matter of Fat take: 

as follows, a TO *, 

' - On the 34d, of February, 169t. about* 
Three in the Afternoon, this © Reverend 

Divine, a Perſun of 1he venerable Ape of 
Etrhty Fears, aud Forty of thoſe a Labo- 

"riows Teacher of God's Word, in the" 
Pariſh of W 19more, PAL the County of He-- 

0 reford, being in the Hail of bis own _ 
Ul Houſe, being with the Pzous Matron, his * © | 
= /ife, [ome Neighbours and Relations, to” © 

| gether with tz ſmall Graud-Children "f = 
| FE A-J, _ I 
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- To the Chriſtian Reader. 

* Bis, in all to the number of Eight Perſon: | 
Thomas Kinaoerſl:y, one of the ſaid 
Grand-Children, of but Ten Years of Ape, 
farting up from the Fire-ſiae, went ont of 
the Hall-Door,- and [ate himſelf down up* 
on a Block, by a Woed-pile, before the Door, 
employing. himſelf in no other Childiſh Ex- 
erciſe than cutting of a Stick; when in leſ; 
than half a quarter of an Hour, he returned 
mnto the Hall in great  Awazement, his 
Countenance. pale, and affrighted, and 
ſaid to bis Grand father and Grand mcther, 
LDok in the Third of the Col:fians, and 
the Fifteenth, 37h infinite Pajjion and. 
Earnelineſs, repeating the Words no leſs 
than three times 5 which . Department and. 
Speech much ſurprizing the whole .Compas 
2y, they asked him what he meant by thoſe. 
words; who anſwered with great Ardency of 
SpiritsThat a.Raven had ſpoken #hemThre: 
. #z2ngs from the Peak of the Steeple,and that 
it: look'd towards W, W.'s Houſe, 
and ſhock its Head -and Wings thither--l 
ward, direfing its Looks and Motions ſtill 
towards that Houſe. All:which words he - 
#deara tveRavendiſtinity utter three times, 
aud then ſaw it mount and fly cut of ſipht. 
F.5 Grand father bereupon, taking the Bs . 
ble, and turning to the ſaid Text, feund" 
theſe words, » And 
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To the Chriſtian Realler. 
And let the Peace.of God ruk in 
your Hearts, to the. which you are alſo 
called in oneBody; and be ye thankful. 
Upon reading whereof, the Child was fully 
"i (atisfied,and his Countenance perfett ly com 
\ poſed agen. | DIS 
- Now, as the Voice of a Raven, to- ſpeak 
in ſuch a matwvellous manner, may ſeem 
an incredible Relation, eſpecially in an 
Age of ſuch lutle Faith, yet we do here of- 
fer. theſe ſerious Conſiderations for the Mas 
nifeſtation of this. real, though amazing 
Truth, Firſt, What may ſtagger ſome 
People, viz. That the greateſt; and in- 
deed only Authority in ſo weighty @-Con- 
cern, is only from-the Teſtimony of @ Chiſd; . 
of but Ten-Years vid, is upon due and fall 
Examination, one of the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments of an undoubted Truth, For firſt, 
bere were 10 leſs than Eight People, of ho- 
neſt Credit and. Reputation, that beard this. 
= Declaration of the Child, and were ail 
= MWrineſſes and OLſervers, both of the Childs 
Countenaice, Geſture and Behaviour in the 
' = whole thing. Now, tho but aChild of 
; wo more than Ten Years, to come runniug 
| from his Play, with jo alter d and changed 
a Countenance, and ſo much . Vehemence. 
| of Spirit, and Earneſine/s of Expreſſion to < 
p pret's 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

" Bis, in all to the number of Eight Perſons | 
Thomas Kinnoerſl-y, cne of the ſaid 
Grand-Children, of but Ten Years of Age, 
farting up ſrom the Fire-ſide, went ont of 
tbe Hall-Door, and [ate himſelf down up*R 
on a Block, by a Word-pile, before the Door, 
employing. himſelf in no other Childiſh Ex- 
erciſe than cutting of a Stick; when in leſ; 
than half a quarter of an Hour, be returned 
znto the Hall in great Amavement, bis 
Countenance pale, and affrighted, and 
ſaid to bis Grand father and Grand mcitber, 
Lnok in the Third of the Col:fians, and 
the Fifteenth, with infinite Pajion and 
Earneſtneſs, repeating the Words no leſs 
then three times 5 which Department and 
Speech enuch ſurprizing the whole Compa- 
2, they asked him what he meant by boſe 
words; ho anſwered with great Ardency of 
Spirit,T hat a Raven had ſpoken #hemThrce. 

 #:2ngs from the Peak of the Steeple.and that 
it: look'd towards W, W.s Houſe, 
and ſnack its Head -and Wings thither-- 
ward, direfling its Looks and Motions [til] 
towards that Houſe, All which words he || 

Heard tbeRavendiſtinitiy utter three times, 
1d then ſew it mcunt and fly cut of ſight. 
Fs Grand father bereupon, t akimg the Bl. 
ble, and turning to the ſaid Text, feund 
halo 2067 doe. "And 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 

And let the Peace of God rule in 
your Hearts, to the. which you are alſo 
called in oneBody;and be ye thankful. 
Upon reading whereof, the Child was fully 
(atisfied,and his Countenance perfett ly com: 
poſed agen. | 

Now, as the Voice of a Raven, to ſpeak 
in ſuch a marvellous manner, may ſeem 
an incredible Relation, eſpecially in an 
Ape of ſuch little Faith, yet we ds here of- 
fer theſe ſerious Conſiderations for the Mas: 
nifeſtation of this real, though amazing 
Truth, Firſt, What may ſtagger ſome 
People, Viz. That the greateſt and in- 
deed only Authority in ſo weighty a-Con- 
cern, is only from the Teſtimony of @ Chijd . 
of but Ten Years old, is upon due and full 
Examination, one of the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments of an undoubted Truth, For firſt, 
here were no l:\s than Fight People, of ho. 
neſt Credit and Reputation, that heard this 
Declaration of the Child, and were ai] 
Witneſſes and O5[erwers, both of the Childs 
Countenazice, Geſture and Behaviour in the 
whole thing, Now, tho but aChild 
mo more than Ten Years, to come running 
from his Play, with Jo alter d and changed 
a Countenance, and ſv much Vehemenca- 
of Spirit 3 and Earne{t ne!s of Ifoxpreſſion FO + 

? DrYets 


\- Taothe Chriſtian Reader, 
preſs an aged Grand-father and Grana- 


mother to [o ſerious a werk, as the ſearch. 


of a particular Text of © Scripture, had 
fomething extracrdinary in it, | 
Now, had any Perſon of riper Years 
or any other ſmple Authority, come ta 
the like manner, and with the ſame Ve- 


bemency, adviſed the Inquiry into ſuch a 


Text and given any (uch credible Relation 
of bearing a Raven ſpeak, here might 
hawe been ſome Grounds of Suſpicion in 
the Veracity of ſuch a ſimple Teſtimony ; 
fer at thoſe elder Years, the change of 
Face, and paſſion of Fxpreſſion, might 
poſſibly be Vizor and Artifice, and con- 
ſequently afford matter of Doubt and Scru- 
ple; Nay, poſſibly a Perſon of Maturity, 


as knowing the Fewds and Jarrs of the 


Famity, towards which the Raven dire- 
cred this Text, might, even out Fd a good 
aud hinefs deſign, have feigned ſuch a 


Relation, as thinking thereby to have re- 


 comiiled the long Diſunion and Diſcords of u 


Neighbours Houſe, by ſo amazing a |} 


warning-piece for Peace aud Concordy as 


coming from the Meuth of, a Raven, tho* | 


W 


in re#lity a Fiftitions ſtory. But in the caſe 
of a Boy, all this ſhadow of Doubt 1s utter- 


'y removed ; far; both the foremcntioned" | 


_) 


changg 


wp PPE; 


Bange of Countenance,and importunateEar” 
neſtneſs, together with the Child's conſtant 
Aſſeveration of the Truth of this aſtoniſhing 
Accidents were all beyond the capacity of 
8 Child, to feign or counterfeit, as being a 
Maſque, morally imprſfible for his young 
Face to wear: And not only ſo, but the 
matter and manner of his Delivery were 
Alien to bis Years ; for @ poor Infant , thet 
out of doors a whithng of a Stick, or ſome. 
ſuch piece of innocent Childhood, to come 
runuing home on ſuch an import ant Errand, 
{as indeed no leſs than a Meſſage from God, 
take it in all the Circumſtances) was beyond 
the poſſibility of Art or Cunning. And 
moreover as a thing done at Noon-day; 
here was the plain and ſenſible Convittion, 
both of the Child's Eye and Ear in. the 
caſe,. and not as people in the Dark, many. 
times frighted and Bug-bear'd into the ſee- 
ing imaginary Chimeras and Fantoms.. 

To ſum up.theEvidences therefore Here: 


'& poſſibly a full Teſtimony, even to demon- 


ftration it ſelf : And undoubtedly, the Al- 
mighty was particularly pleaſed to deliver 
this unuſual Warning from Heaven, only: 
fo the Ear of a Child, that Innocence and 
Srmplicity might be the greater-and ſtronger 
Commiſſioner of his Divine Will and Plea- 


j ture, on [1 uclgan occaſion, N, 0, 
\ 


To the Chriſtian Reader: a 


I» 


_ Terninman Reader. 4. 
Nowthe Reaſons why thisReverend aud} 
Pious Divine has appeared this in publick, 1: 
and ſo long afrer ( now above Two Nears | 
ſmce) the thing was done, are theſe. As a ; 
mode} ſober good-Man, it never entred into: of 
. bis Thoughts of appearing in Print, as con- , 
_ renting himſelr, with doing his Duty to 
God, in teaching of his Flock at home, ana. : 

7 
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preaching Chri#t, and him Crucified with 
tn ha own Precintt and Province, the care || 
of thofe Souls under his Tuition, being the h . 
ultimate of his VVork and Study, where 
accordingly he took occaſion to lay hold of Nh 
ſo Heavenly an _Admonition, and Preached- 

Fo has Pariſhioners, on the very Text, [0 
warn'd by the Voice of a Raven ; but 
when in aremoter ſtation in the Country, 
be had underſtood that ſeveral little rrivi- 
al \ Penny-Books and Ballads had been 
printed, and diſperſed here in London, 
giving a Narration of the ſaid 2onder-' 
ful thing, and conſidered that ſo great a 

 Pruth was publiſhed im ſuch a manner © 

 bereupon, as hewery well knew ; how ma- 
ny Notorionms Fittions, and Fodleries, are 
daily impoſed upon the VVorld. in ſuch tri- 
fling Pamphlets; (ſcarce one in three truth) 
Therefore, to reſcue this ſerious Narration, 


{rom falling under Scandal and Reproach, 
| — "oo 


: # 
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i To the Chriſtian Reader, © _ ©. 
| from ſuch a Publication, as ſuch may ren- 

i der it doubted and ſuſpeed, be perſwa- 
| ded himſelf, together with the prevailing 
importunity of Friends, to let this Diſcourſe 
of his, (contrary to his uſual mode#ty,) be 
= 14de publick in the VVorld, as indeed, bo- 
ping in ſome meaſure to do ſome good 
4 Chrittian Service therein, as far as lay. 
| in bw Powwo, "5's 
" Tx on this Account ( Chriſtian Rea- 
der) that this following Diſcourſe is pre- 
ſented to thy Hand, and under ſuch Creden: 
tals, *tzs boped (with the Grace of God that 
the ſeaſonable Precepts - contained therein, 
may be of Efficacy and Force, to work a. 
lively ſenſe in thy Heart, of that jult and 
high value we ought to {et upin the Peace 
of God 5 here offered by the Apoſtle FO thy 
moſt earneſt ſeeking and difire ; And with- 
| al, though this. Voice of @ Raven, thus 
Commiſſ;on'd from above, in the utterance 
of: ſuch a Heavenly Admonition, ſeemed 
to direc} his ſeupendicus Language, to & 
particular private Family, (which Pri- 
vate Family, through God's great Good- 
niſs and Mercy, have ſince received the 
wonderful effets. of the ſaid Aeavenly 
4 Admonition, being a!l reconciled and unt- 
> | reding moſt perfect} Lowe and Amity ,) un- _ 
, III doudtedly 
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[*  * © To the Chriſtian Reader. 3 
' "doubtedly the purport of that Languape, ſo — 
. marvellousin our Ears, had, a further and 
larger Extent, as being indeed a general A- 

. wakning Alarm to all Mankind,Union and 
Comeord, being the faireſt. and largeſt 
Branches of that greateſt of our Divine 
Apoſtolical Inſtruttions, Charity. Moſt 
certainly this wondrous Warning piece, 
though more immediately pointing to a 
. , fongle Family, was intended for an Uni- 
 vwerſal Call, and Thou,and We, and all the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ,are thus called by a 
gracious God ( from the bigheſ# to the” 
loweſt, from the Cottage to the Throng,) 
to Unity «nd Love,as the effect ual means of 

| attaming the Peace of God . which is the 
Fundamental and Baſis of our Happineſs, - 

bath inthis VVorld, and the VYorld to come, - © 
the Bleſſing both of Heaven and Earth. 

"As ſuch therefore, ( kind Reader) be : 

pleaſed to accept it; and if it may be any. 

'  apays inſtrumental towards that great 
end, the obtaining the Peace of God ro | 

* thy Soul , the Author has his - Labour, 
more than rewarded, ' And ſo Farewel. | 


COL. Chap. IL Ver. xv. 


Ard let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which alfo ye are _ 
called in 'one body, and be yo 
thankful. : 


Heſe Words (well Beloved 
in our Lord) have evet 
| fincerun in my Mind, ſince. 

we were in ſo unuſual - and: 
4 miraculous a manner.dire- 
- Waed unto them, by the unſearchable wiſ- 
$4 of God, that doth nothing in an 
MWextraordinary way, but for moſt ex- 
 Wcellent Ends and Purpoſes : And al- 
Fhough the more 1 have thought of 
F{hem, the more Difficulties have pre- 
Wented themſelves unto me, infomuch 
"What. | have endeavoured to remove 


"her place ; yet I know not how, I. 
- Pave been ſtill rowled back to them 
Þgain: for to uſe the words of the Pro- 
het, They were in mine heart as @ burn- 
J's fre ſhut up in my bones, aud 1 was 
— B Weary 


y Thoughts from themy to ſome o-. 


_ Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
doubtedly the purport of that Language, ſo 
marvellous in our Ears, had a further and 
larger Extent, as being indeed a general A- 

. wakning Alarm to all Mankind,Union and 
Concord, being the faireſt and largeſt 
Branches of that greateſt of our Divine 
Apoſtolical Inſtrutions, Charity. Moſs 
certainly this wondrous Warning piece, 
though more immediately pointing to a 

. forgle Family, was intended for an Uni- 
verſal Call, and Thou,and We, and all the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ,are thus called by a 
gracious God ( from the higheſt to the. 
loweft, from the Cottage to the Throne,) 
to Unity «nd Love ,as the effeftual means of 
attainins the Peace of God, which is the 
Fundamental and Baſis of cur Happineſs, - 

bath inthis VVorld, and the VYorld to come, + 
the Bleſſing both of Heaven and Earth. 

As ſuch therefore, ( kind Reader) be 
eaſed to acceps it and if it may be any 
ways inſtrumental towards that great 
end, the obtaining the Peace of God to 
thy Sou! p the Author vas his - Labour , 
more than rewarded, And 1o Farewel. 


a 


COL, Chap. II. Ver. xv. 


f And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which alſo ye are 
called in 'one body, and be yo 
thankful. vp 


Heſe Words (well Beloved 
in our Lord) have ever 
ſince run in my Mind, ſince 
we were in ſo unuſual- and: 

4 miraculous a manner.dire-; 

- Wtted unto them, by the unſearchable wiſ- 
dom of God, that doth nothing in an 

extraordinary way, but for moſt ex- 

cellent Ends and Purpoſes : And al- 
hough the more I have thought of 

Whem, the more Difficulties have pre- 

ſented themſelves unto me , infomuch 

nat. | have endeavoured to remoye 

my Thoughts from them, to ſome o- 


- Wave been ſtill rowled back to them 
Weain: forto uſe the words of the Pro- 
"het, They were in mine heart as @ burn- 
Jug fire ſhut up in my bones, aud I was 
B Weary 


her place ; yet I know not how, T. 


(2) 

weary with forbearing, and I could not 
ſeay, Jer. 20, 9. | | anon 
{ refolved at length, to make them 
the ground ot my Speech to you at 
this time, which the Lord grant may 
be with as much profit to you all, as 
both I bring deſue unteigned,. and the {| 
Scripture it felf affords occaſion there- 
to. And. that indeed is very rema;k- 
able iti many regards. 
They are firſt the words of God, not | 
only asall other holyScripture, trom Di. | 
vine Inſpiration,2 Tim. 3.26. in were, | 
the words of holy men; yvea,of wKked | 
men, yea, of wicked "Spirits them- | 
ſelves, atleaſt, as far forth as to there- | 
Citat 'of them, are the words of God ; 
but theſe of my Text have been point- 
ed at of late, by a new Infpiration] 
from God in the Mouth of a Raven, | 
in a diftint and auyible Voice. He 
that ſpake of old from Heaven on 
Mount Sai, in the fight and hearing 
of all Trae, hath commanded us to 
look ſeriouſly into this Scripture. If 
Paul {aid ro King Agrippa, That he was 
not diſobediem unto the beavenly wiſimg 
Atts 26.19, Why thould I or you bu Gif 
obedient to the heavenly Voice of this 
Fexe ? and'not fay with the Pſalm}, 
I wil 


E432 
T wil hear what God the Lord will ſheak, 
for hewill ſpeak peace unts hs peeple, -and 
to his Saints, Plalm $5. 8. {( Never 
more neceſſary than in this Conten- 
tious Age) but let them not #77 again 
fo folly. | 
Now becauſe this Voice' came not 
becauſe of me, or the Childs fake only 
that theard it, but for your ſakes allo, 
and for all that are a far ff, a; 57+ 19. 
- that are concerned with us in this 
peace of God, 1 will endeavour to look 
into, and open this Scripture unto you, 
that all that have an Ear to hear; may 
hear with Reverence, what the Spmis 
of Ged ſpeaks to the Churches \ cam..z.1 " 
11 it 3 that we may not let Rey. 2. 17. 
It fall to the ground. Sk AO 0b 
That which Chryſoffom hath in his 
Entrance to entreat* upon this Fpiltle; 
ſeems to me not- untruly, nor untitly 
ſaid: Theſes Fpiftles which the 2p3/le 
writeth out of Priſon, ( ſuch as are. 
to the Epheſians, whereto this hath won- 
derful likeneſs to the Philippians, to the 
Hebrews, to Philemon, the 2. to Tims? 
tby) have I know not what, mote thitt 
ordinary Portion of the Power of Pat's 
Spzrit appearing in them3 1, Whe- 
ther becauſe he was now come neatto 
D-3 - the 
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(4) 
the end of his Life, and ſo.the Graces 
of -God's Spirit in him to perfettion.Qr 
2, that 4fii&#ions have.a fpecial power 
 toenlarge our hearts, and make them 
apt for heavenly Exerciſes3 (as indeed 
- the Truth never thrives better than un- 
der the Croſs.) Or 3. that the Auditor 
now Cconceives Pau), (as the ſame Chry- 


(offor ſpeaks) like a noble Conquerour, 
nditing-or Writing amidſt his'{laugh- 


ter d Enemies, amidſt his Trophies, - 


the durable Monuments of his Glory. 

- Now, if you pleaſe, I willadd a word 
or two, .touching the Argument, or ge- 
neral ſcope of this whole Ep:#le, be- 


fore I come to the particular handling 


of the Words of the Text It mayappearby 


that which the Apoſtle writes in the Se- 


coud Chapter and firft Verſe, that theſe 
Coloſſians were not Converted by him- 
{elf. He writes thus: For I would that 
ye knew what great Conflict 1 have for 
you, and for them of Laodicea, and for 
as many as bave not ſcen my face in the 


fleſh: They were then Converted by 


the Miniſtery of ſome other, poſlible 


by Epaphras, whoſe Preaching he men- 


. 


tio ns, ver/e-7th, of the Firſt Chapter ; 


as ye allo l:arned of Epaphras our dear 
fellow: ſcirvant, who u for you a faithful 


Alimi- ; 
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Miniſter of Chriſt. Yet (the common 
caſe of all the Churches at that time 
and almoſt of all times alike) Sa- - 
tan'left no'Stone unmoved to diſturb 
them, and corrupt the Truth they had 
received, with Men's Traditions and 
Inventions; fo hard a thing it is to 
keep us to the Simplicity that is in 
Chrift Feſws, as the Apoitle ſpeak:, 
2 Cor, 11. 34 

The evil Secds that were fcattered 
by his: malice and curioſity of his Mrni- 
fters, were thoſe about AMeznts, Obſer- 
vation of Times and Days, worſhip:ng of 
Anzels, and the like 5 whereot in the 
latter end of the Second Chapter. The 
ApoFtle's purpole then in this Fpifle, 
15, to. recal- them firſt to Chriſt, and 
his ſufficiency- of Redempnion , &c. 
Secondly, To ſtir up their minds to 
the practice of the duties of Lowe, and 
the ſhewing the fruits of San#ification, 
unto which two Heads this whole E-- 
piſtle ( ſertingthe wonted Complements 
of Salutation, Entrance and Concluſti- 


on. alide,) may fully be reduced. 


Now ſince we know the general Scope: 


of the Ep//tle , let us come to theſe 
words that were read even now, and 
their Connexion with the foregoing. 


Þ 3 The 
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The 4p:#1e in the 12th werſe of this: 
Chapter, with courteous and alluring 
language, in the terms which he gives 
theſe Colrfians, Ityling them, The Elect 
of God , hyly and beloved; and that 
which hereby he would work them to, 
commends unto them ſundry and d1- 
veis Dutics of Chriſtianity to be pratti- 
i=d, and hath opened a rich Wardrobe 
of caitain Exce/lent Vertues to put on, 
and cloth ,our ſelves withal, as. parts 
of Sant:fication. Put on ( faith he) 
b wels of mercies, Rindneſs, bumbleneſs of 
ind. 1ekne[s, Iung-ſuffering : Five DUu- 
tes near of affinity together ; the laſt 
wherect, long-ſuffwing , he ſts forth 
by two atis of it, ard. by the. worthi-: 
nets of the Pattern out of which it 15 
taken, wiſe 13. Forbearing one anther, 
{orgiwving one another ; if any man have a 
quarrel againſt any, even .as Chrilt for- 
£T0v2 Jeu, [0 do Je. Which words of:the 
Ap ftiedoto us declare, That our Lerd” 
Feſas Chrijt himfelf, as always, fo emi- 
nently in his Paſſion was thus clad and. 
invelted ; a great inducement to us, 
to- like ether the Stuff or Faſhion, whole 
wiolz Life ought to be an Imitation 
>f io great an Arnthor, as he ſpeaks; 
Fer 1 have given you an example, that you 
| (houled 


Ad 


ſ:u'd do, as T have done to you, Jon 
13. Ve i\» :- by 
The Apoſtle hath not yet done, but 
perſiſts in the fame Argument in the 14, 
and 15 verſes, which are a Deciaration 
of the' formerly mentioned Duties 6+ 
meekneſs and long-ſuffering, wherein (you 
fee) are contained three Veortues more 
_ exhorted unto, Love, Peace, and Thank:- 
fulneſs, verſe 14. Love3 and above ail 
theſe things, pat cn Charity whict 15 the 
bend of perfetneſs. AS if he had lai, 
\ Befides all the former ( as continuing 
1n the manner of ſpeaking, taken irom 
Apparel) aloft over all theſe, as an up- 
per Garment, put ea Love whico 5 the 
bond of perfeiineſs. | 
Now in the 15th verſe which I have 
read' unto you, the Apoile cails the 
Col:ſſiansto two Ditties of Santtification, 
Peace and Thankfuincſ5 ; and init, of 
Peace, an Argument always worthy tO 
entertain us, the very Name witereot 
is {weet, the thing it {eli not only de- 
lIightinl, but healthful , ſweeter than 
honey and the b:iney-comb, including all 
good, by Scripture-nie, and.all Blet- 
ings that God will beirow upon his. 
People, as the P/ahnij} concludes the 
25th Pſalm; He w.ll bleſs bu people 0376 
B 4 pence, 


> 
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The 4p: in the 12th verſe of F this 


Chapter, with courteous and alluring 
language, in the terms which he gives 
ON OOO; ity ;_ ng them, The Elec 
f God . wn and beloved; and that 
which hereby he would work tem to, 
commends unto them ſundry and di- 
veis Duties of Chriſtianity to be pi ratti- 
I=d, and hath opened a rich Wardrobe 
of C2itain Exceilent Vertues tO put ON, 
and cloch our tfelves withal, as Palts 
of Sanct; T1017 Pit on C faith he ) 
bv: wels of mercies, kindneſs, bumblene(s of 
wind, 12cekneſs, [img -ſuſfering : FIVE Dt 
&5 nvat & afſini; :y together; the lar 
VG ect, long ſuſjering 5 be {&ts forth 


Py CWO its ot ic, ard. by the worthi- 


nztis of the Pattern out of which it is 
agen, worſe 13, Forbearins one anther, 
{03 FV Ip One another * if any man have a 
Hin 29.27 we any, even as Chrif for- 
out 708, /o do ye. Which words ofthe 
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'F eſs Chriji himlelt, as always, fo emi- 


nently in his Paſſion was thus clad and. 


invelted ; a great inducement to us, 


to like either the Stuff or Faſhion, whoſs 


wiolz Life ought to be an Imitation 
of WV great an Anthor, as he ſpeaks; 
For 1have given you an exampie, that you 


(he: ul 


Ap f-edorto us declare, That our Zerd 


Vs 
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th:u'd do, as T have done to you, John 


12. Vil 

"The ; 'poſtle hath not yet done, buy 
perſiits in the fame Argument in the 14, 
and 15 verſes, which area Deciaration 
of the fo:meily mentioned Duties 0 
meekneſs and leng-[uffering, wherein (you 
iee) are contained three Vortues more 
exhoited into, Love, Peace, and 1hank: 
fulneſs, verſe 14. Love3 and abore all 
theſe things, put cy Charity whice 15 the. 
_ nd of perfectneſs. As if he had faiw, 


Beſides all the former ( as contin INS 


12 the manner of {peaking, taken iroin 
Apparel) aloft over «llthele, as an un- 
per Garment, Fo oa Love Whicy 7 ; the 
bond of perfecineſs, 

Now in the 15th verſe which : havs 
read unto you, 69 Apefiie cails the 
Col/iznsto two Diitics of * San ification, 
Peace and Then; furncſs : and tirit , OL 
Peace, att Arg imone al; iS WO tO 
entertain us, the very Name wnere 
is ſweet, the thing it {elrnot only de- 
Jight in), but hea! nt ful, {wee TCL tan 
honey and toe b: 7. con, including all 
pood, by Seripture-tieg and..all Blei- 
{ings that God wil low vw nvon his. 


People, as the Pſalnif concludes the 
29th T/olm; He w. be bu. people Wi 
3 4 peace, 


” ') es $4, - "YL has mans Ys F 
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peace, all happineſs, outward ſucceſs, and 


proſperity. 

Touching the Senſe and* meaning 
of theſe words, that we may proceed 
on good ground, and the better un- 
derftand the whole Order and Web 
of the Diſcourſe. 


'The Peace of God, here ſpoken of, 15 


not properly, Peace with God, Luke. 1 9+ 


38. whereof the 4pefile peaks, Rom. 5- 


UV. 1. Therefore being juſtified by faith, we 
have peace with God through onr Lord 
'Feſws Chriſt : and John 14. v. 27. Peace 
Tjeave with: you, my peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth, give Tit un- 
70 you, But peace with men, which we 
are bidden to hold withal, if it may 
be, Rom. 12. ver. 18. If it be poſſible, as 
much as in you lyeth, live peacegbly with 
all men. The peace one with another, 


which he would have us to keep, as. 
Heb. 12.14. Follow peace- with all men, 


and holineſs, withont which n0 man ſhall 
ſee the Lord ; and, Be at peace among 
your ſelves, 1 Thefl.5.13, 

But yet it is called Gr 4"s peace. 

I; Becauſe he is the Amhcr of it 3 
for God is not the Auther of Sediticn, 
but of Peace, as in.all the Churches of the 
Saints, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 14. 33 
and 2 Theſſ. 3.16. 2, Eee 
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2. Becauſe God hath calfed us to it, 
mto one body , 1 Cor. 7. 15. But God 
hath called us unto peace, for the keep- 
ing of which, the fault of departing 
muſt be in the Chri{ian-man or womar, 
faith the ſame Apofle, 

2. Becauſe it is given of God, and 
approved: by him, he it 1s that gives ic 
to-us, and commands us to keep it, by 
the Prophet Zachary 8. 19. Love the 
truth and peace And our Saviour, Hive 
Salt in your ſelves; and bave peace one 
with another, Mark 9. Fo, Yetit any, 
becauſe of the likeneſs of this place 
with the Seventh Verſe of the Fourth 
Chapter of the Fp ſt/e to the Philipps- 
ans, ( Aid let the peace of God which 
paſſeth all underſ# :mding, keep your hearts + 
and minds through Feſus Chr ſt ) hall. 
take this, Peace of Ged , of the Tran-: 
quill.ty of - Confcience, | wil not much” © 
{tfand againitit, tho* theſe words '( i © - 
one body ) ſerve more for-the oiter © 
ſenſe, of peace one with another, Rule 
in jor hearts, Beafevira,-bo!d the Piltcs - *, 
In the Greek the word 1s taken from 
the Gamings and Maſlteries then uſed . 
1n Greece, when the 4p: file wrote this? 
Inch as were running, wreſt/ing, ſencins , 
fevring, Ec to which there wers went 
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te be appointed a Maſter of the Game 


that thould order the whole, and did: 
give the Carland to: the beſt Doer ; 
from which Garland or Prize , this ; 


wy 'd is allotaken ; it may be Engliſh- 
1 Hyld the Moſs. #1, or, Grve the Gar- 
raid; Mar9ſhall,or, hve the preheminence. 


Chryfoftom Have the Garland, and bear- 


the [way. | In your hearts ond in your - 
minds, fouis and conſciences  #nto the 


bil id Jew, are. cailed 13 ne bod ay. } Ih at 


$ 
Sv 
C 
k. 


15 ; mts anc Chande havins nonriſhment mis 


n jiced, and k knit together, encreaſetb with - 


{2s eacreaſe of Ged., And the ApoBle r0 


the as eg * Jo 29e being Many are one 


bed, in Chr ſt, and every cue members one - 


of Incther. [Koin12- y. F. and 1 Cor.12, 
12 2,13 Toere 3s 0ne vorly, and ere ſpirit : : 

and F.2 het. 4. qe and V. 12, For the edi- 
ſting” -of the bt od y q. * Cor: (F: SO Eohel, Fo 


"Y 0 


2.4 7s the t. vead t | # the bedy, the Chunch « 


6 f\G nd 10, er] Chap. 2. Ve Is Wh: ich 


ere a ſnidow of things to con, but the 
tody' is Ch rift. 5 ind be je thankful | 
ef c245 cs w [693 he: 'The jormar Tran{- 


|..t ON reads it, and be je the amiavle; 
'F KR 1 W Ort is! 00 To nd any wHACTe nat. 
| | XnOWy: 


thh \e mi, HE F:cas ve ay of Chriſt, 5 in- 
CG FIpEu re, ye $ Chap. 2:V.19. And 160t holds . 
71:7 fie head from 6 OF all the body by | 
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CITY; 

I know,or can meet with in this ſenſe : - 
divers of the ſame Stock, (I may fay) 
and mark, ſtill ſignifie thankful, and fo 
do others bztide Chry/cſtom , the Sy- 
riack Interpreter, referring it to Chriit, 
although ſeeing it is put in rank with 
Duties pertaining to men, I rather take 
it, of thank fulneſs to men each to other ; of 
that after. 

Such then is the ſenſe of the words, 
wherein we are exhorted to two Yer- 
tues, Peace and Toankfulneſs. T here be 
two parts of the words that concern. 
Peace; firft, the Duty, Let the peace of - 
Grd rule in yeuur hearts: Seconiliy, two 
Realonsz I. God's calling, Tos are cal- 
led to peace, The fecons Reaton is, Toat | 


you are in ons beay. | 


| Peace, which is the Daty that we are 
exhorted unto, 15 a \oral, or (ro ſpeak 
in Chrittian language) a Theological 


| a 5 * | 
Vertue, ofthat worth and excellency, 
Which we are kidden, to fuſfer ty 


marſhal us and all cur ations, to give : | 
Peace the prehemwinence ; let it rule, in - - 


God's Name, in us and oyer us; It is. 
the Peacc of God. . 


(- 10 ) 


© bx appointed a Maſter of the Gan 


that fg oulc! oider the whole, and Na. 


Give the Carland to: the beſt Doer : 


[CNBITd walich Garland or Pr1ze , this 


Word is allo taken ; it may be Engliſh- 
el, Hild the Moſs. #4, or, Grve the Gar- 
Ind. Mia hall or, h40ve The preheminence. 


Cit, Y2 offom Hate the Ga arland, and bear-- 
the [way 8; > } "18 hear ba; id 114 Our : 


21nds. . ſous and conſcienc , UNTO the 
2-bich. you are eatled in ne Jody: T hat 
is, the m; Fical bedy of Cor. TiA ofren in. 
C ori prure Tee C bay. 2. v.19, Ani not holds. 
177 fine k DE 4, T7 0771 WHICH ail [ie body by 
fernts and bands, is 2VinNs Aur Jeet 2H 1 
2 freed, aid Lnit't ether 8 encreaſe With 
the encreaſe of God.” And the 4 hog /e tO 
ie Romans : So we being many are one 


041 
aActher. IO 12+ Ve Fo Ar 1 Cor;1 
% Toere 2s one boy, and ve ſpirit: : 
and oh. 4. 4e a1 dv. 12, Fir the is 
Tring -Of t138 bee 7 of Corſe = Fo! jel, 
2 5. 24s, 7s the mea ad; {7 "tive 06: dy tie arch, 
anc 01,128, 82%) CHAP. 2 2. V.IT7e Which 
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ar 0 ſnad C22) of things 10 C37, but 4's 


body” is Criſt, | cid be je thankful | 
EN 2245 0! 1632, . The jormer Tran{- 
}..T on reacs It, and " je the amiavle 
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[ know,or can meet with in this ſenſe : - 
divers cf the ſame Stock, (I may ſay) 
and mark, ſti] lignihe thankful, Hh jo 
do others bzlide Chry/cffom , the Sy- 
riack Interpreter, we plet ing it to Chritf, 
although ſeeing it is putin rank with 
Duties pertaining to men, I rather take 
It, of Frbank Fulneſs 70 men each'to other : of 
that after. 

Such then is the ſenſe of the words, 
wherein we are cxnorted to two Yer- 
tus, Peace and Tyvankfulmſs, There be 
two parts of the words that concern, 
Peace; firit, the Duty, Let the peace of 
Ged rule in juur bearts: Secenilty, CO 
Reaſons; I. God's calling, 74 are cal- 
led to peace, Tie fecons Reaon is, Toar 
you are in one bay,” 

Peace, which is the Duty that we are 
eXnOrted UNTO, 15 2 I 1902b, Of (fe) f-52a% 
in Chrittan lang; 1352) a Theological 
Vertue, ot tat wort! 11 and excy oliency 
Viich we are Fiddcn, to fuſfzr 


{3 
al eng 'X 147 2d 
mar ing (15 »2 816 |; 33} (;: {It | aL: (3? 3 Fo So ww: 


Peace ihe preneninence; Iet it rule, in - 


\ Rh 2: 
Go? $ Name C, UN Us ali UY cor US: h lf 5 
the Pace of God, 


I _ 


The Evangelical Obſervation 15 this3 - 
Obſery. That when there ſhall be a 


 Conilict in our Thoughts, between 


Anger, Swelling, Difdain, Ambition, 
Revenge 3 andon the other ſide, Meek- | 
neſs, Mercy Humility, Love, yea ſome- - 
times Juſtice : then let .Peace bear the - 
ſway, and order all things, It is not. 
then (though ſtill to be deſired yet) to, 
hoxed for ſo much , to be withour - 


Conflict . with our Paſſions,. as regard- 
£4, that. at leaſt they be well Marſhal-; 
led; a wreſtling there will be, only be- 


ware this..Contention be not without - 


a Molerator of the. Strife, which muſt 


be Peace. Trem. renders it thus, Pax - 


fit moderatrix in cordibus weltru g Let 


eace be the Moderatrix in your hoarts... 


It is. not. to be expeRed then, but 


there will be Contentions, Diicords, . 
and thereupon troublefom - Aﬀections, :. 


-.. which will ſtrive for the Maſtery and 


Z dominion, as was amongſt the Apoſtles : 
- themſelves. for by the way they had 
ditputed ,. F/bo. ſhould be. greateſ?, faith . 


| St. Markz9, v. 34. but yet ler Peace rule, 


let her always.in your hearts, win and, 
have the upper-hand, (as Eraſmrgs ren- - 
. ders this Phraſe in his Paraphraſe upon | 
this FriStle, This Was the cate hatween. 

| durabam.. 
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Abraham and his Nephew Ls, when 
there- was a ſtrife between the Herd- 
men of Abraham's Cattel', and the 
Herdmen of Lot's Cattel,and the Cana- 
anite and the Perizite dwelt then in the 
Land, Gen.13- 7, 8. And Abraham ſaid 
unto Lot, Let hire be n0 ſtrife, I pray 
thee, between me .and thee, _ between 
my herdmen and th -AeeeneFh or "e-are_ 
brethren, Heb. IMRMMUMB 2ye are men- 
brethren,. and fo Peace and Love deci- 
ded the Controverſie, and preven'ed” 
all future occaſions of difference be- 
tween the two Families. 

The Realons of Diſlſentions are ei- 
ther inward or outward. 

1, Inward are many; firſt, Defets 
of Underſtanding,: when men are not 
rightly informed and acquainted with 
all matters : Abimelec pleads thus, and 

juſtifies himſelf to Abraham, who had 
afoved him; becauſe of a Well. of 
Water, which AbimeleOs Servants had 
viole nely taken away, Gen. 21.25, And 
Abimelec [aid, 'I wot not who' hath done 
this thing, neither didſt t6:u tell me, nei- 
ther yet heard I of it, but to-day. A right 
underſtanding prevented a fad falling 
out, and danger. of War, berwezen tho 
Ifraelites and the men of Giteed, mo 
(991-0 
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the Altar of memurial that was reared 
up at the Banks of Fordan, till the A 


meaning. thereof was known, Foſh.. 2 
12, The whole ccn;regation of the children 
of Iſrael gathered themſelves together at 
Shilo, 2ogoup to war againſt them, 

2. IW eakneſs of Fudgment is a ſecond 
Reaſon of Diſſention ; for though in 


general we way ieerh what 15 good or: 


evil 3.as that; no man istobe wronged, 


and that we muſt do unto others, as we 


would bs dine unto ;, yet when we coms 
to the particulars, we reſolve far other- 
wiſe, Deters;ra ſequor, 

2. Stifnels in Opinions once received 


and entertained. 1s an occalion oi con- 


_ tinued Differences , even amongſt men 
of the ſame Profeflion ; as between 


the Phar iſees and Sadices s 3 there aroie - 


2 Diſlertion, an xd the Multitude was 
divided. Act's 27.7 t.D 

4. Pride is a great | PRE Toh only by 
Pyide cometh contention , faith FAY en f 
Prov. 1:.10, Men have lorgotten that 


exhortation of the Aprſiie Peter; Tea. 


cl of yu be, jubjelt to one ancther, par be 
dated wit humility; for God reſt its the 


proud , and gives grace to the humble, 


1 Per. $..5- 


5. Envy is a. Cauſe of deauly Diſſen-. 
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tions ;- infomuch that Solomon asks the 
Queſtion, Prov- 27. 4. Who. # able to 


ſtand before envy? betore this Son of 


Anak ? The ground of the firſt Quar- 


rel between Cain and A4be/,t hat ended. 


in inwocent blood,Gen.q.5. The Lord had 


reſpe& to Abel and his Offerins, but to 


Cain and his Offering, he had no re- 


ſ>e&, and Cain was vay wroth, and his 
ccuntenance fill, Doſes tells us, That 


F<cob heard Lahar's Sons fay,Facob bath . 
taken away all that was our father's, and. 


of that which was .our {atber”s bath he 
gotten all thx glory; and Jacob heheld 


the countenance of Laban, and behold it 


Was not towards him as vefore, This oc- 
cafioned Facebs ſtealing away from 
Laban ſecretly with all that be bad. as y 


read, Gen.31.1,2. 27.3I. See allo Gy, 
27.41, where it 15 recorGed, That Eſau 


bated Jacob, becauſe of the bleſſmg where: 
with his father bleſſed bins 3: and FEfau 
ſaid m his heart, the days of mourning for 


niy father are at band, then will T ſlay my- 
brother Jacob. Again, Geneſ. 37. 4. 8. 


When Joleph's brethren [aw that their 


father loved him more than all bis bre-- 


thren, they bated him, and could not ſheck 


peaceavly to bim; and his brethren [aid 


unto him, Shalt thou indced reig cver as 8. 
father | 
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ana” ſhalt thou mdeed have dominion over 
res? and they bated him yet more for bs 
dreams, and for his words. . 

Stephen the Proto-martyr. quotes this 
Scripture in his lait Speech betore the-' 
Tewiſh Sanhedrim ; and the Patriarchs 
moved with envy, fold Joſeph into Egypt, 
but God was with him; Ads 7.0.9. 

Envieſt thou for my ſake (ſaith Miſes 
to Foiſnua, that would have him forbid 
Eldad and Medad to prophecy in the 
camp ? ) would Cod all the people of the 
Land were Prophets,/and that the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them, Numb. 
II, v.29. 

What a dreadrul Judgmentdid Envy. 
bring upon Corab and his Confederates, 
when they gathered themſclves toges 
ther againſt Moſes and againit Aaron, 
and faid unto chem, Ne take. too much 
upon you, ſeeing ali the . congregation -are 
ſaints every one of them, and the Lird 7s 
among them ; .whereſore then lift ye ud 
your ſelves above. the.connregation of the 
! Lord, Num. 16. 3. 22. The carih opened 
ber mouth, and: ſwallowed them up, &C. 

Pilate had rather releated Fejrs than 
Barabbas, for he knew that tor Eny 
they bad delivered him, Math. 27. 18. 

And the .Conteniion was. ſo. ſharp 
(laith 


(17) | 
( ſaith Luke ) between Pau] and Bar” 
nabas, Ads 15; 39. that they departed 
aſunder the one from the other, men that 
had had hazarded their lives (often) for 
the Name of the Lord Feſuss as all the 
firſt Synod at Feruſalem teſtifie to the 
Gnetiles, under their hands, v. 26. Two 
Apoſtolick men, of whom. the Holy Ghoſt 
laid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for 
the work whereunto I have called them ; 
and hen they had faſted .and prayed, and 
laid. their. hands on them, they ſent them 
away, Ads 13. 2, 3+ I' find Strife and 
exvying always joyned together as 
Rom: 3.1 3. Let us walk honeſtly as in the 
day—— not in ſtrife and envying, 1 Cor. 
3.3. For are ye not carnal, whereas there is 
among. you. envying and ſtrife , and di- 
Viſions ( or factions ) are ye 70t carnal 
and walk as men? And Fames laith, 
That where enuvying and ſtrife 3, there-us 
confuſion and every evil work: Ot, asthe 
Original bears it, Tumult and unquiet- 
neſs, Jam.3.16, _ 
Thus I have briefly. ſearched into the 
inward Reaſons of Diſſentions, accord- 
Ing as the Holy. Ghoſt in the: Scriptures 
hath laid them before us. . 
2. The outward Reaſons-ot them, 
ale;.1. Saran:the. old Serpent, thac 
kept 


| | ( 18.) 
Zept not his fi fs tation, Jude. 6. but brake 
his own peace with God in_ Heaven, 
and ours with our God in Paradiſe, 
and ever ſince with one another, that 
ſlips no occaſion to fow the Tares of 
diſſention in the Lord's field ; and perſe- 
cutes the Woman that brought forth the 
Man-child, Rev. 12. 13. 17. as hotly as 
ever, becauſe he knoweth that he hath 
but a ſbort time between him and the 
L ake ({poken of, Rev.20.14.) to break 
tne peace, and hinder her proſyerity ; 
By making war with the remnant of her 
ſeed , which keep the commandmexts of 
Ged , and have the teſtimony of Teſws 
Chrift ; the things that. ſhall come vo- 
on him and'his iollowers make hi fe, 
Deut. 52. 35. FR | 
Secondly, Wicked men 7t on by 
Satan, to ſet us together by. the ears, 
that they may weaken ns' by cur own 
powers. The Church had fometimes 
reſt from her Paganiſh Fnemies ard 
Perſecutors, but never from her own 
Children that ſhe had nouriſhed and brought 
up, yet they rebelled asainſt ber, Ia, 1. 2: 
That came to her in Sheeps-clothing, 
but inwardly they were Raving 
Wolves ; as cur Lord deſcribes then, 
Miatth, 7. 15, Such were the Arians of 
old, 
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o'd, whole Diviſions and Cruelties 
exceeded the Paganiſh, as much as the 
Popiſh exceed all that were before them 
in Malice, Hatred, and Cruzty towards 
God's. People 3- of which the Apoſtte' 
gave warning to the Elders of ihe 
Church of Epheſas, ſaying, For I kyow 
that after my departing , (hall grievous 
Wolves enter in among yout'y n0t ſparing 
the flock ; and alſo of your cwn ſebves ſhall 
men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw 
away Dijciples after them, As 20. 29, 
30, And again, hs would have 7imeo- 
thy to know, that in the laſt days piri- 
tous times ſhould come ; which he de- 
{cribes ſo exactly, as if he had lived.in- 
our days to behold them, 2'7:#- 3. Terſe 
1,2, 3» +2 CC 

The next Obſervation from thelſs 

words, isihis ; 

OV/. 2, "That the Peace of God ruling 
in the. hearts of Believers, is the only 
remedy againſt all D:ſentions, inward 
and outward, which is here called, 
God's peace, for thele Reaſons. 

Rea}. 1. For indeed he, and he alone, . 
It is, that makes men to be of one mind 
together, Rom. 15.5. 2 Cor, 173.11. the 
work of god!y union; 1s the Prerogative- 
of God ;. according to the Name that 
Gideon. 


3 OB 

Gideon gave to the Altar that he built 
in Ophrab, when he was made Captain 
General againſt the 14:4;anites, ( now 
| fwarming among God's people totheir 
deſtruction) he called it Fehowah Sha- 
lem, that is; the God of peace ; or, the 
Lord [end peace, which he did grant his. 
people for forty years, after the defeat 
of their invading, and preſumptuous 
Enemies, by the Sword of the Lord, and 
the Sword of Gideon, Fadg. 6. 24: and 
Chap. 8. 28, 

_ Reaſ. 2, Becauſe it is God alone that 
makes the Enemies to' be at peace to- 
gether, with thoſe that he loves ; as $0- 
lomon ſpeaks, Prov. 16. 8, When a man's 
ways phaſe the Lord, he makgth even his 
Enemies to be at peace with him, I make 
peace, ſaith the Lord; by. thez Prophet 
Tſaiab, Chap, 47. 7. 

3. He is termed by the Name: of, 
The God of peace, Prov.15. 15. Notonly 
in reſpect of the giving ſpiritual peace 
of Conſcience, which is a continual 
Feaſt, but this inward peace of Aﬀeci- 
ons, ant outward carriage towards 
others; - as our Ap: ſte concludes his Se- 
cond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, (among 
whom there had been many. Diſſenttons 
ated . Gontentions, 1 Cor. 1. 11.) Finally 


aur d 
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my brethren farewel, be of good comfort, be | 
of one mind, live in peace, and the God 
of lowe and peace ſhall be with you, 2: Cor, 

13-11, | 
of" Laſtly, he is called, The God of 
peace, not only eflentially» but alſo per- 
ſonally. | 

Obſ. 3. God in:the unity of Eſſence, 
and "Trinity of Perſons, is the God of 

_ peace there is a moſt bleſſed aud 
K eternal peace between them. = 

1. Godin the unity of Eſſence is the. 
God of peace; the Apoftle concludes 
the x5th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, thus 3 Now the God of peace be 
with you all, Amen: and to the Philip- 
pians he writes thus; The things which 
ye bave both learned, and received, and 

| heard, and ſeen in me, do, and the God of 
peace ſhall be with you, Phil.4.v.9. 

2, God the Father, the firſt Perfon 
in order of che glorious Trinity , is 
{tyled, the Gd of peace, as the Fountain *; 

_ and firſt Author ofic; and who in that 
he is our Father in. Chriſt, loves us, 
and will not ſee us want any good 
thing 3 Every good gift, andgvery per= © 
fect gift is from above, and cometh *: 
down frowe the Father of lights , faith +: 

St. James 1.17, and our Apoſtle con- 
cludes 


( 22) | 
cludes his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, with 
this Prayer ; Now the God of peace, that © 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt , the great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, by the blood of the everlafting cove= 


nant , make you perfeff in every good © 


work, to do his will, working in you that * 
which # well pleaſing in hw ſight, through 
Feſas Chriſt, to whom be plory for ever 
and ever,: Amen ; Heb. 13. 20, 21. 

2 God the Son, the ſecond Perfen 
in the bleſſed Trinity, is allo ſtyled, 
the God of peace, as the Deſerver of all 
that is tobe given us, and Beſtower, 
who by Office and Authority, 15 able 
to diipence from the Father unto us his 


Subjetts, fuch things as we have need 


of, whereof Grace and Peace are the 
chief Jewels. ( as verſe 2. of the firſt 
Chapter.) The Syriack reads this Text 
thus, Ler the peace of Chriſt rule in your 
hearts; Ne is our peace, faith the Pro- 
phet, Micah F.g. and this man ſhall 
be the. peace , when the Aſſyrian ſhall 
tread in our land; The Prophet Iſaiah 
calls him the Prince of peace, Ifa. 9. 6. as 
typified by Melchiſedeck King of Sha- 
lem, the true King of peace ; as the Apo- 
ſte renders his Royal Titles, firſt, be- 
ng by interpretation King of righteouſ- 


neſs, 


C23) 
eſs, and after jthat alſo ,-King of $4- 
lem, which is, King of: peace, Heb. 7.2. 
and well may he deſerve that honour- 
able Title ; For be # our peace (faith the 
Apoſtle to the Epheſians ) Evhel. 2. 14. 
| Who hath made both one, and hath broken 
dows the middle wall of partition between 
2s ; between Fews and Gentiles, and be- 
tween , our' God and us; having made 
peace through the blood of his Croſs, faith 
he, in the Firit Chapter, of his Epii/e 
and 2oth verſe. __ io FELL 
- He:is}our Peace-maker, with-God;z 
| Being juſtified by faith,ove have peace with 
Ged through. our Lord Feſws Chriſt, Rom. 
5-5 I. At his\Birth all'the Militia of Hea- 
ven {ang this joyful Ditty ina Procla- 
mation of 'Peace; Glory to God in the 
bigheſt, peace on earth, good will towards 
men,; Luke 2» 14. At his Death: he lefe 
W us a Legacy of peace; My peace I'leave 
Þ 221th you, my peace 1 give unto you; mt © 
as the 2orld giveth 1 give unto you, John + 

I 4. 27; | | 
4. God: the Holy Ghoſt, the third 
Perſon of the glorious Trinity, is the 
Goa of peace, the Spirit of peace and 
love : 4nd the wery God of peace ſanitifie 
you wholly ; the concluſion of the Firit 
Epilile to the Theſſalonians, ch.y. ver, 27, 


hs 
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He is/ the *San&ifier of all the 'Ele& 
people of God. The excellent Iruits of 
this God of peace, are ſet down by the 
Apoſtle to the Galatians; But the fruits - 
of the Spirit are lowe, joy, peace, long-ſuf- 
fering, gentleneſs, gooilneſs , faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance, againſt ſuch there is mo || - 
law, Gal. 5-22. 

- And becauſethe Godhead and Con- 
ſibſtantiality of the-Son with the Fa- 
ther, is by all this diſcourſe approved, 
| and that alſo of the Holy Ghoſt; I 
will-conchide this Point after the 
phraſe of the Atbanaſiom Creed 5 The 
Father is the God of peace, 'the' Son 1s the 


God of peace, and the Holy Ghoſt is ths 
God of peace; and yet they are not three 
Gods of peace, but one God of peace: 
And with that Prayer wherewith the |] 
Apoſtle concludes his Second Epiltle to 
the Theſſalonians, which includes all this ; 
Now the Lord of ears himfelf give you | 
7 


peace. ahways, by all means ; the Lord be 

with you all, 2 Theſl. 3. v. 16. 
Ob/erv. 4. In the brief Application of 
this Point, before I proceed any fur« 
ther, let us obſerve, for our Inſtruti- 
on, 'That this is a cloſe Argument , to 
periwadethe more, to permit this Peace | 
to hold the Maſtery in us, becauſe it | 
is 
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isGod's, and fo indeed God ſhall rule 


in our hearts by his PEACe. _ 


"The mame"of the King's Peace, is of 


no ſmall weight, as to repreſs the Out- 
rage of the Unruly ; Tt ovght to be at 


leaſt, when the Officer cries, 1 charge . 
| you in the Ring s Name, to keep. the, King s 
Peace, God's Sacred Name is greater, - 
that1s King of Kings, and Lord of Lords3 
the greater their Sin” that break his 


Peace, at once offending God and the 


| King. 


 Exhort. 'Let us not ſay then,. we will 
not have his Pzace: rule in ourhearts3 


as thoſe Il]-bred Citizens, that hated 
their Nob!z Lord, and ſent a Meſlage 


after him, ſaying, We will-mt have 
this man to rule over #s,1.nke 19. 14. but 


rather as. the men of I/ael ſaid to Gi- 
| deo7 > Rule thin over ws, both thou. and 


thy ſon, and thy ſon's ſon alſo, for thou 


haſt delivered ms from the hand of. Midi- 
an, Judg.'8. 22. And hath made peace in. 


our borders; as the Pſalmiſt fings, P/alm 

147. 14. | { we 
Let every one of us ſay with him, 

again and” again, I wilt hearken \ what 


God the Lord will beak, for he will (peak, 
| peace unto hzs People, BLCe Pal. © Fa. 0s | | 
SOLES EDO TY Oh LAT WAS 16 
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To the which alſo.ye are called in one | 
boy. bee. eres {en Saeed wo 
Now to the. 4poſt/e's Reaſons, .why 
this Peace of God ſhould rule in our. 
hearts; which ate two: | L 
Firſt, God's calling, Ye are called to 
PrEce. . da grot Be © aha k 
For the meaning whereof, it is as 
much as to ſay, As God, when he ſe-. 
vers you from the World, would lay | 
this task upon. you, to-have peace rule in 
you ; for this was the Prophecy of 1-. 
| ſaiah, concerning the times of the Go- 
Bel, that cruel and ſavage Beaſts ſhould - 
lay down their: fierceneſs , Lions ,. 
Wolyes;Serpents, learn other manners, 
and become at unity with Lambs, Ox- 
en, Children, &c. This purpoſe of 
God, you muſt become Inſtruments 
to bring to pals. The Wolf alſo ſhall dwell 
with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lhe 
down with the Kid, the Calf and the young 
Lion, and the Fatling together, and a lit- 
tle Child (hall lead them ; and the Cow and 
| the Bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall 
te down together, and the Lion ſhall eat 
Straw like the, Ox, and the ſucking Child 
ſhall play on the. hole of the Aſp, and the 
weaned child ſhall put his hand on. the 
Cockarrice' den 3 theyſhall not hunt of d&- 
 ftroy 
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ſeroy in all wy hol). mountain 5 For the 
earth ſhallbe filled with'the glory of the Lord 
a4 the waters cover theſea, 1{a.11.6,7, 8. 
A great ſhame for a Miniiter of out- 


Erward peaces.to break the peace: A Ju- 


ſtice, who is the Conſervator of the 
Peace, or a Conſtable, who is ſworn 


|] to ſee the Peace kept, to be a Fighter, 
or makerof Frays: Penalit is ina high 


degree, when a man is bound to the 
Peace, to be a Striker, So ft is ſurely a 
ſhame, and'a jaſt caufe of ſhame, when 
a Chriſtian, who by his Calling is bound 


| to the Peace,to be a Quarreller, Make- 


bate, Ranter, &*c. Chriftianm contentio» 
{25, Was one of the greateſt Paradoxes 
2nd Scandals in the Primitive Church: 
The Apoſtle Paylin the 'Sixth Chapter 
of his Firſt Epiſtle to the ' Corinths, re- 
proves the Corinthians for their breach. 
of God's P2ace, that ought to rule in 
their hearts, for Lawing one with an: 
other, before Heathen Judges, ( when 
there was not ſo much, as a Chriſtian 
Conſtable in the World ) which Fault 
having very ſharply reproved, and told 
them of another courſe by Arbitre- 
ment,even of the meaneſt of theChurch, 
if there were no other wiſe or able man, 
amongthem; He preſleth fo far, as to 
| a C 2 | "ſays 


= \ 
ſay, They ought rather to ſuffer wtong, 
whereas they wronged their Brethren. 
whereupon endeayouring to remedy 
this matter in the root, he appeals to 
their knowledee, if Injuſtice, as mar *:; 
other Sins did not exclude from the in- 
hericance of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
yes, he avouches it, ad ſo falling offs. 
into! a more gentle manner, "ag tells 
them roundly, : what they were: ſome- 
times, but now by the Grace of God 
otherwiſe, he leaves it' to be eſteemed 
then, that to thoſe things they ought 
not to return again,.. that are 'incon- 
filtent wich this Evangelical Peace of 
God : See 1:Cor. I. 10. Now I beſeech you 
brethren, by the . Name of our Lord Feſus 
Chris, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing; and 
_ that there be no diviſion among, you, that 
ye. be perfectly joyned together in the [ame 
mind, and in the [ame judgment. 

Exbort. Let us then for the better. 
calming of our Paſſions, bethink us, and 
a;k our ſelves theſe few Queſtions. 

Firſt, Who, and what we afe, and. 
were ? 'Our Lord reſolveth this Queſti- 
on, chiefly in his Epiſtle to the Church 
of Laodicea ; Becauſe thou ſajeB, I am rich. 
and encreaſed with goods, and have need 
" of nubing; and knoweſt not that thou art. 

$45 I SM wrefehea, | 
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wretched ' and miſerable, and” poor , and 


blind, and naked: I counſel thee to buy of 
me gold tried in the fire, that thou may:ſt be 


rich, and aahite rayment that thou maye#t 


be cloathed, and that ihe'fhame of thy na- 


kedneſs do not appear, and anoint thine cyts 


with eje-ſalve, that theu majeſt ſee, Rev. 


3.V-17.18. HE 

Secondly, Who it is that calls us ? 

When our Lord commanded blind 
Bartimers to be called; that cried after 
him; Feſtes thou ſon of David, have mercy 
on me: Ahd: they call the blind man, 
faying unto him, be of good comfort, riſe, 
he calleth thee ; and be caſting away bs 
garment, roſe and came to Feſus, Mark 
10.50. So ought we to Caſt away all 
oun Animoſities and petty Diſlentions, 
and admit this ſweet and eaſie Yoak, of 
the. Peace of God'to rule in our hearts ; for 


faithful js bethat calleth you, who alſs will 


do it; laith the Ap. ftle, 1 Theſſ.5,24. And 


| again, God & faithful, by whora ye are cal- 


led unto the fellowſhip of bs Son Teſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 1aith the Apoſtle Peter, 
I .2-9.2, Frem the dominion of fin and Sa- 
tan, unto the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, Rom: 8, 21.\Gal.5.1, From the 
troubles of this tumultuous World, that. 
is like-the raging Sea, that cannot reſt, 

C 3 and 


pi. K4%42 0 30: : 
and the Chriſtians are as weary of it; 
as David. was of Meſek; when he ſaid, 
Wo is me that I ſojourn 11 Meſek, that IN 
dwell in the Tents of Kedar 3 my Soul hath 
long dwelt with him that bateth peace: 1 
ar for peace, but when I ſpeak, they are 
for war. And again he laid, O that 1 had 
wings like a Dowe, for then would T flye a 
way aud be at reſt, Plalm 55, ves 6. Upon | 
which account, our Lord calleth. his 
Church from the World, the Seat of 
- Cruel men, to Heaven, in theſe endear- | 
ing expreſſions; Come with me from l.e- 
banon, my Spcuſe, with me from Leba- 
non ; lo:k from the top of Amana, fon 
the tcp of Shema and Harmon, om the. 
Liows Den, from the Mountain of the Leo- 
pards, Cant, 4. 9.. OT 
" Fourthly, Untowhat are we called? 
God hath called us unto peace, x Cor. 
7.15. Let our Calling admoniſh us of 
our Duty: We are called unto Peace, 
ſaith this Text allo. Peace, peace, to him 
that afar off, «nd to him that u near, 
ſaith the Lord, and I will heal bim, Ila. 57, 
Iv, Knowing thu, that we are thereunto * 
called, that we ſhonld inherit a bleſſing, ſaith 
Peter ; 1 Pet. 3.9. . And what greater 
bl-Oling than peace, that in the bowels 
of it hath all bleſſings lodged : And our 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle tells us above. Sixteen hundred 


years ago, Thatythe God of peace ſhall 


bruiſe Satan (the grand Enemy of our 
_ peace) wnder our feet ſhortly, Rom. 26. 


v. 20. That we may know in this our day, 


the things that belong t0-0ur peace, that they 


be not hid from our eyes; as our Lord 


 ſpake when he wept over Feruſalim, 
_ Luke 19:42, 


I will conclude this firſt Reaſon, Why 
the peace of God ſhould bear rule in 
our hearts; Becaule we are called there- 

. oh - wil 3 AF { KELTY 4, . 
unto, with. our Lords charge to. his Di- 


ſciples, in bidding them, Beware of of- 
fences ; He concludes his Speech thus ; 


Hqve ſalt in. your ſelves, and have peace 
on withanother, Mark 9.42. go. Where 


 th*eSalt of true Grace is, it will make 


the maſs peace ſweet and ſavoury, 


and no ftain of corruption, or the leaſt 


unſayourineſs ſhall remain, to diſreliſh 
any ſqueamiſh Stomach. Let usremem- 


ber withal, That he that is the God of 


peace, that hath called us to. peace, 1s 
alſo the God of all grace, Who hath cal- 
led 1s unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Teſws, 
as Peter ſpeaks, 1 Pot, 5. 10. And ſo an gn- 
trance foal be miniſtired unto ns abundan;ly 
e everlaſting Kingdom of our Lo,d 
and Sa viour Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1; vali. 

. C4 Where -: 


| SF 45. 
where we ſhall enjoy everlaſting peace. 
 Reaſ. 2. The ſecond Reaſon why the 
peace of God ſhould rule in our hearts, 
is this 5 That we-are in one body. | 
_ For that this is a diſtin& Reaſon ap- 
pears, becauſe heſays, Not unto our bo- 
dy, fv.£ 1 gown, in one body. | This 
Sim\itude more fully, is, as much as 
to fay, You Chriſtians with Chriſt 
make as it. were a body : Therefore as 
it were monſtrous, if one. body ſhould. 
yield members fighting one againſt art- 
other, and making as it were a civil 
war in the natural body. ' So it 18,"if dif- 
order be foind amongſt you Chriſti- 
ans, that which Chriſt makes up a my- 
ſtical body. The reſembling Chriſtians 
to'a body, is at large exemplified atid 
- garniſhed, 1 Cor. 12. and mM divers other 
* ., Places of Scripture rhention- 
Wal.” Max. 


ve ee ed. Yea,w eread'in the Ro- 
Flor:eit. 1,P, © | | —_ 
man Hiſtory , That upon a 


27s» Be 9 
time, there was a great Se- 


dition, in the City of R:me, the Commons 
complaining'of 'the Senate and Nobility, 
rote up tumultnoufly againſt them; One 
Menenius Agrippa, wiſer than the.reft, 
brought them to peace and unity a- 
gain, by this very Similitude 'of Mem- 
bers and Body, and made ſuch an Ora- ' 
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tion. unto: them; dr what time," faid 
& he, in ans. Body, the Members did not 


* 


© as now agree in. one, but each had his 


. © ſeveral counſel and | ſpeech, the ref of the 


" parts had indignation, that by ther care, 
* labour, and. induſtry, and miniſtry, all 
© things were provided for the Belly, it be- 
* ing quiet-and at eaſe, in the midſt. did 


© nought elſe but jay. the Pleaſures. that 
© were given it :; Whereupouthey conſpired, 
that the Hand ſhould nit reach any meat 
© to the Mouth, nor the Mouth receive its 


* being given, nor the Teeth chew it. Whilſt 


| © rhus enraged, they would needs maſter the 


" Belly with Famine ; The Members them- 
© ſelves withal, and the whole Body came 
fo an extream Conſumption, whereby ap- 
* peared that the, Bellies Service Was not 


* the worſt, nor ſtackeſt ; that did not leſs © 


* nouriſh than receive ncuriſhment, yielding 
© back into all the parts, the tife and blood, 
© which having digeſted the, meat, it la- 
© boareth thereout, and divideth withal in- 
to the Veins and Conauits of the whole 
* Body: Such, ſaid he, # the Civil Diſ- 
cord and Anger of the People againſt. the- 

* Dendfe... OE | 
By | this means he "perſwaded. the 
People to lay down their Arms, and fo. 
turned their Minds from their intended, 
C5. Hoſtility 


(34) 


Hoſtitity and Violence.to Unity and 
Þe ace. And indeed the Apoftle* "Sp 

If Je. bite and devour one another; oo 
that je be nit; conſumes : one of another, 
Gal. 5. 25, .tends to the ſame end ; and 
largely doth he. garniſh this Similitude 
in the place I named right now, preſ- 
fing it to divers Duties, which ſhortly. 
to. name , becauſe. they ſerve to the 


maintenance of Peace in her Sove--|. 


, are theſe : 

o reJoyce each -at others good ;- 
You ie miles be honoured, all the members 
Mg) 0 with it, 1 Cor,12. 26. . 

2. To ſuffer Compaltionately each 
Witty C7275 And ther one member - 
ſip, ail the mempers ſuffer with it, ibid. . 

3: To haze Care each of another”; 

ld be #0. [chiſm in the body, 


That there | 
| but that the members ſhould have the ſame 
care. one. of another (v. 25.) to nouriſh. 
and cheriih them... 

4s The. more. weak and baſe; to be-: 
aa with Honour, with the more - 
comely:; Nay. mach more, thoſe mem-. 
bers of the body thatſeem more feeble, 
arc. necellary' and.; thoſe members of. 
the. Loay, which we think to be baſe, 


12 :37 we : beſtow. more abundant - 


Keg. C "and. Ont. vr. wncomely parts: have: 


” 


| 


Ko: 
more abundant comelineſs, verſe 22, 2. 
5. The :worthier not to think they 
may be without the baſer,nor the baſer 
think they are not in any place or reck- 
oning, becauſe not the worthieſt. And. 
the Eye cannot ſay tothe Hind, I have no 
need of thee ; nor again, the Hand to the 
Foot,, I have no need of you, v.2 
6. If the Foot hallfhy, becauſe [ am not 


| the Hand, Iam not of the body, # it there- 


fore not of the body ? And if the Ear ſhall. 
ſay, becauſe T am not the Eye, I aw not of 
the botly, #s it therefore not of the body? 
V. 15. 26. + * P. 
Thus far the Apoſtle in his excellent 
Parallel between the Members oi the 
Natural Body, and the Members of the 
Body Myſtical . Theſe Opinions and 


| Practices befit ſuch as would keep peace, 


| fuch ag are Members of one Body 3. 
| which very Conſideration, that they. 


are found in the Natural Body, ſhoutd 
draw us into the prattice of them, in : 


the Spiritual and Myſtical ; Chriſt our - ' - 
Lord flows into us by his Spirit of Peace. 


and Love, and gives us Grace fo to do, 
and_this will enable risto obey the Apo- 
f#le in the words before this Text. 4nd 


above all things, put on charity which the 


bong -of perfeci neſs,” This word Bond, is - 
| taken. - 


gaments of the Fonts, as Chap. 2::4..19+ 
Sometimes for the Band that. tieth. a 
thing, compoſed of a great many ſmall 


parts. into. one 3 as. a. Sheaf or Faggor, | 


ſo I. think Peace is called, Ephe/. 4+ 3. en- 
. Ceayouring to keep the. unity. of the Spi- 
rit-in the bond of Peace... And this Per- 
fe&nefs may be taken, 1, Forthe. per- 
feneſs of every man in the Gifts of the 
Spirit, which are diflolved,and fall one 
from another, without Love... Or, 2ly. 
| For, the whole Body of the Church, 
which is diſſolved and falls. afunder- 
without love ;: of which.in.the two pla-. 
ces laſt named. I will include herein, 
both inward perfeGnels in private Chri- 
ſtians, and publick in the body of the: 
Church. So the Church, Chriſt's Bo- 
Gy; tis capable of a-kind-of perfection, 
even when .it is moſt. imperieU@” in the 
Eyes of the World ; - as now it.was, and 
when the Apoftle wrote that, Epheſians 
&, Ve: Ze. 


Obſervate The: thing that makes. the: 


PerfeCion of the Church, is Love. He - 
therefore. that loves not; is imperic% in 
Chriſtianity: A.Child, in Grace, (if; 
he.have any.) yet is Carnal, not Spiri- 


tyal;-a Babe, nota Man as the. Apo: 
| | . ﬀ "F 


1, TO3S.7 = x 
taken ſometimes for the Simews:and Li- | 
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"| fe concludes of the- Corinthians: from 


hence, 1' Cor:3-1:3-+ And thoſe that take 
no Care. to maintain. Love with their 


_ even Chriſtians, they do as much as 


they, may,: maim, lame, and. make im- 
perfect the Body, of Chriſt, laying afide 
his new: Commandment, That ye ' love 
one another; as 1 hawe loved: you, John 13. 
34- Let-Papifs and ſuch: as rejoyce in 
bitterneſs againit their Brethren, think 


on this : Let us learn by all means to' 


maintain Peace and Love; the untime- 
lybreaking of fome:Truth, is not- worth 
ſo much as-to- break. Love;: As the cu- 
ring--of ſome Diſeaſe, not: worth the 
pain of the- Cure ; as 'of fome Wens and 


this is to be-followed of us.» It is more 
than ſeaſonable, that we: were put in 
mind of this Point,. for we ate {aultytin 


it-much :- Now if-one be:more: ſcrupu-: 


lous than another, 4n . Ceremonies. and: 
Matters indifferent, Miniſter, or other; 
one. ſort there is-that. preſently. abate 
their love. : Again, if: another take a lit- 
tle liberty in ſuch things;the other ſide 
bears not that  hearty.:affe&tion- which 
ſhould be. unto him ; Though chus ei- 


ther think of; the other, they. are men. 
that jntgnd.to do vertuouſlly,. yet there - 
is. 


Warts, &c. worth the cutting, &%c..and - 


2» 


w 


 : 


(38) | 
Offices of Kindneſs, which this Form, 


Above all things put on love, would re- 
uire, What if men diſſent from us in 
undry Points of Judgment or of Aﬀe- 


&ion, as both may be, and juſtly ; yet 
let the Conſideration, that they are 
Members of the ſame Body with us, 
Men reclaimed to. God 3: Men, which 


atcording to that which they know, 


endeayour to-Serve and Worſhip God, 
makes us to ſtrive fo much the more, 
that it might not ſeem to come through 
our Default, that any Strangers ſhould 
be between us or Differences grow to 
greater Extremities, we ſhall have the 
. better in the handling of the Cauſe 3 to 
fay nothing of the Truth, whether we 
have it-on our ſide or no. I would to 


God that we could be'content in Mat- 
ters of no great Conſequence , when 


- many Differences be among us,to com: 
priſe them with that of the Apoſtle; If 
any man think etherwiſe, the Lord ſhall re- 


weal this alſo unto you, Phil, 3.15. And'in 


the mean ſpace; in our Speeches, Coun- 
tenances, Geſtures, Writings, be mind- 
"ful of this ſtanding Rule, That Love be- 
longs to all the; Saints; as the Apoſtle de- 


{cribes theſe Coloſſians, by their: Faith in 
Teſs: 


is not this equal Communication of the || 


Oe ti EO EEC: a = oe + Mi ad — eoCPat.. >» 


RT en 
"| Teſm Chrift, and their, Love to all the. 
Saints, Chap. 1. 4. So by letting go vain. 
"8 Clamours, we ſhall find more.'Truth 
than we do., as being better diſpoſed 
to ſeek-it-, ( which indeed no paſli-- 
onate- man is;) and ſure I am, we 
ſhould haye. more peace and comfort, 
and be freed from much fooliſh Suſpi- 
cions among our ſelves, and many ſlan- 
derous and foul Imputations from our 
common Enemies... God give us Grace 
to ſee our Faults,&.put a Remedy there- 
te in time, before. by our. Diflentions, 
we. have weakened our ſelves; that 
both together, we. be not matchable to- 
our third and. worſt Adverſary; ſee- 
Plalm 13 3... CN er Dm 


"dnd be ye thankful. 


The ſecond Duty.we are exhorted: 
unto in this Scripturezis zhe duty of thank- 
fulneſs ; what variety is between theſe 
two..Words, Amiable: and. Thankful ; e- 
very man. may at the firſt view eaſily. 
conceive. But Our lateſt. Tranſlation . 
of the Word is the beſt, that for Amia- 
ble puts in Thankful, whereunto the pro- 
priety: of the. Word, and. Authority of: 
other Interpreters doth: ſa.lead.me ; -as 


\Epbeſ,. 


\ Epheſ. 5; 4. but rather, giving of thanks: 
and I Theſſal. 5. 18. In every. thing” give 
thanks; And although ' they 
m Chr. refer it ro God, or Chriſtma: 
Ofiandr, By of therns yet wiar ſhould 
Er that do here, in the midſt of 
other Datics pertaining to Man, Chrif 
being not named ; Therefore 1 will} 
ſpeak of it in that ſenſe, which in my 
Conſcience; I take it was ment. m. 

Be ye thankful. | Be not unkind and 
vnerateful to thoſe that have deſerved 
well at your-hands. _ fees a 

--Q. What is the thankfulneſs that here 


4 


yu 


—— Sa 


« 


required 8 
R. It may bs defcribed, a willing ac- 
knowleadging and readineſs to requite Bene- 
fits, and good Turns received, 

I did not fay, a Requital, for many 
times there is no Power or Means foto 
do, but at leaſt there is Readineſs to do. 
it, and Mind of the good Turn. ; it ei- 
ther of theſe fail, there: is a Dete4 in | 
Thankfulneſs. _ N 

The occaſion of Thankfulneſs, is a Be- 
nefit received, ( the greater Benefit calls 
more Thanks ) which hath diverſity 

from-the'Perion, be 


mas wa iAWST \ 
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Ji Some- 


x, Sometimes, we are; wholly pre” 
vented in receiving , before we haye 


C . 


ſhewed any occaſion. _ 

_ 2. Sometimes again.we are firſt in 
ſome Office, but are exceeded in the 
aniwering the ſame. , . _ 
3. Sometimes the Perſons are Supe- 

riors or Equals 3 ef fuch quality I mean, 
as there. is no great odds : between the 

Donor and Receiver. heals 

To the Firſt and Second - of each, 

Thankfulneſs 1s the. more to. be ſhewed ; 
| IT mean, we. are more beholding, inal- 
"| much as there is leſs defert on our part, 

and. in the one, nothing at all. 

I would ſpeak plainly. _ 

1. Toour Parents, Miniſters, and Ma- 
feers in. Learning ;, there is no Office we 
could ſhew to deſerve Kindneſs, there- 

| fore to, them we. muſt be more bound 
| to be :hankful: So to a Stranger that 


_—_ 
a a 


oy... = ms" T9) owes Grd fo 0 ES 


' | ſhall firft upon ſome acquaintance, no 


expeGation of Requital, beitow.only 
-upon us, in the ſame meaſtre of. Bene: 
ficence; our Debt is more, than to One 


that we haye, or. may be helpful, ar 


/ſhew.duty to again. : 
2, To our Superionr, being kind, we 


% 


owe more gratitude, than to our-Equal 


as Jhboſheth to David, 2 Sam.15. 40, 29. 
; BY 2, Even 


\ - AS, 


- © 409 


Epbe/. 5: 4. but rather, giving of thanks : 
and 1 Thelal 5.1%, In cory thing givel 
FDanks: - $35 Ws \FaOUg!, they | 
ofer it ro 314, or Chrif,ma-Þ 
Oſiandar., ny © | COOL FS. $6 ſhoula 1 

Mat 4 s 311618. Th the 1 midit of ; 


m Chyryfoft, 
Bruno, 


OLNG! r Dtitie: P22 aining to Man, Chrift 
be: {01 S957 ins 2d: Therefore 'I vill Þ 


focal ak of if 11 that ſenſe, which un my 
Conlcier ce, I take it was ment. 2, 

B. ze thankful.” | Be not unkind a 
nngrateful to thoſe thar have defer d 
well at your hands, 

Q. What is the thankfuineſs that s here 
required? 

R, It may b2 deforins (1. a Wi! 7 Ace 
Fibers 'r Yoo 7n4 70a dine(s fo requite Bene- 
fits, and good Turns received, 

L did not lay, @ Regquitai, for many 
times there 15 no FOWS r or 6 ans 10tO 
do, bat at leaſt there is Reauunels to ao 
ir, and Mind of the good 'Turn.; it ei 
ther of theſe fail, there is a Dete4 in 
Thankſulneſs. 

The occaſion of Thankfuine/s, is a Be- 
nefit received, ( the greater Penzfir calls 
more "Thanks ) whizh hath Giverſity 
from the Perion, 
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x, Sometimes we are wholly pre* 


| vented in receiving , before we have 


# ſhewed any occaſion. 


2, Sometimes again we are firſt in 


| ſome Office, but are exceeded in the 


| anſwering the ſame. 


3. Sometimes the Perſons are Supe- 


| riors or Equals 3 cf fjach quality I mean, 


as there is no great odds between the 
Donor and Receiver. 

To the Firſt and Second of each, 
Thankfulneſs is the more to be ſhewed ; 
I mean, we. are more beholding, inal- 
much as there is leſs deſert on our part, 
and. in the one, nothing at all. 

I would ſpeak plainly. 
1, Toour Parents, Miniſters, and Ma- 


fters in Learning ;, there is no Office we 


could ſhew to deſerve Kindneſs, there- 
tore to, them we muſt be more bound 
to be rhankful: So to a Stranger that 


ſhall firft upon ſome acquaintance, no 


expeQation of Requital, beitow only 
upon us, in the fame meaſure oi. Bene: 
ficence; our Debt is more, than to one 
that we haye, or may be helpful, or 
ſhew duty to again. 
2, Togur Superionr, being kind, we 
owe more gratitude, than to our Equal; 
as Jbbeſheth to David, 2 Sam.15. 30. 20. 
% EVEN 


-— 4 Fr. 
\ 2. Even the Value of the Benefit, 
adds ſome degree unto our Debt off © 
Thankfulneſs, moſt, our ſelves; as Paul V 
writes to Philemon, wv. 19 . Albeit 1 do nll V 
ſay unto thee, how thou owt anto me, even 
7 own ſelf beſides, 

4. And the Spree ſometime 
adds to our Debt, eſpecially if ic be at 
the firſt knowledge "our Want or De- 
fire, and perhaps expedts not our moving] 
the Matter, or if at our Suit, be given 
undelaiedly : 3 Bemeficium qui cito dat bu 
dat; He gives twice that of es ſpeedily. 
 _ F-.But moſt of out debt of Thank: 
OP comes from the Mind of the Do- 
nor, as proceeding from greater Love, 
though there be, by reaſon of want © 
power, leſs worthin the g000 Turn, . 

'Weare then to be taught here 2 

DoF&r. 'That to all thoſe that have 

been Inftruments' of God's Proyidence 
to. procure good unto us, we are to owe 
Thankfulneſs 3 they are lo many Bleſ-] 
{ings of God to us. . That which the] ? 
Queen of Shebs once affirmed before]! 
Solomon, is very true : The Inſtruments 
of God's Bleflings, are the Arguments off | 
his Love to us; Becauſe the Lord lowed|' 
Iſrael for War, therefore made bethe King|' 
z0 do Telgſns and fuſtice, 1 Kings 10.9. 

I, The 


Moen Ee NO 


.j and carries them u 
-| in that regard, in the Hebrew Tongus is 


1e 
\- 
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Jo 
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7. The firſt duty of Thankfujneſs that 


| under God: we owe, is to our Parents 3 
.j| which is ſo neceſſary, that the 4poſle 
| would not have the Widows to be choſen 
of 70 the ſervice of the Church, that had Chil- 
| dren to maintain them, and perform 
Þ duty to them : Let chew: (faithhe) recom- 
| pence their Anceſtors - (So the Word Tois 
| 77p2yovors ſignifies ; } For that « goed and 
| acceptable before God, 1 Tim. 5. 4, The 
Greek Elegantly expreſſeth this, by a 
| Mzcaphor taken from the-Stock, wv{- 


T:apyev Which feedeth ber aged Parents, 
ber ſhoulders ; and 


called Chaſida, that is, piozrs and merciful. 


| Let all Children hear this, and as they 
| will have the blefling of their Parents, 


and of God, that is tender of their ho- 
nour, learn it, and fail not to praiſe it; 


as Foſeph did, Gen." 45..10. There will [ 


nouriſh thee ; when he ſent for his: aged 


Father from the famiſhed Land of Ca- 


»4an, to come into Goſhen; the moſt fer- 
tile Soil in all the Land of Egypt. 

' 2, So- we are to be thanktul to the: 
Miniſtersof the Goſpel, to whom God- 
hath committed the word of reconcilia- 


tion 3 that break: the bread of life unto us ;- © 


that have the.Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 


Ve: 


995 ws - 1 

wen committed to their truſt; that ad 
miniſter unto us #b#z Seals of the CouewÞ 
nant of Grace, according to Chriſt's Indflig 
ſtitution ; that watch over our Souls, a of 
they that muſt give account ; that they maj he} 
do it with joy, and not with grief 3 as th#%! 

Apoſtle Ipeaks, Heb.19:07 to oo 
- + 3. To our Teachers and Maſters ; ad/% 
* Philemon owned himſelf to Paul, v. 19] 


fe 
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To our BenefaQors, to our Friends, toſ#/ 
' all that are loving and kind to us. Da H 
wid {;nt a Preſent of Thankfulneſs off ©) 
- the Spoyl of the Enemies of the. Lord, tol ©: 
all thoſe places, where David himfelff - 
_ and his met- were wont to lament in his] * 
Exile, 1 Sam 30. 26. 3, He makes dili|Þ 
gent inquiry ; 1s there yet any that left 
þ the houſe of Saul, that I.may ſhew bim| © 
Eindneſs for Jonathon's ſake, whoſe Iove tol ( 
him was-wonderful, paſſing the love of wo-l © 
men io their Huchands or Children, 2 Sam.| 
9. x» His thankfulneſs to the Living for * 
the Dead's fake, to the Child, for his Fa:] 
thers ſake, is again recorded : Then ſaid] 
David, I will ſh.w kindneſs to Hanun the 
ſon of Nachaſh, as bu father ſh wed kind- 
neſs unto me; and David ſent to comfort} 
him by the hand of ha ſervants for hu. fa- 
ther, 2 Sam. 10. 22 What this kindneſs 
was the. Scripture mentions not', nor 
52 when 


CAE) -: 
when it was ſhewed ; for David in his 
{flight from Saw/, fled firſt ro 4chiſh King 
Jof Gath, then to the King of Moab. Aud- 
all be ſaid unto the King of Moab, Let my fa- 

dt ber and mother, I pray thee, come forth and - 
"Ybe with you till I know what God will do. 
or me; and. he brought them hefore the 
g| Ning of Moab, and they dee; with bins 
-ol all the while that David. Was in the bold : 
{He durſt not truſt them to Seu's mer- 
cy in Bethlebemn, that had exerciſed ſuch . 
ol barbarous cruelty upon the Prie/#s of the 
Lord, and to the City of Nob, without 
«1 any Juſt cauſe, t Sam, 22. 17. 20. Polſi- 
| bly the King of Moab might ſhew ſome 
ſuch. kindnefs to David, out of his ha- 
| tred of Sau} that had given him a great 
Overthrow, 1 Sam. 11. 11. But whatfo- 
z.| Ever the matter was that had obliged 
1.1 David, he was not unmindful of it, but 
"r] ſtudied to requite it to his Son Harun, - 
2-1] though ill entertained, and miſinterpre- 
;10 red to his deſtruction, and his Countries. 
be The firſt Ambaſſadors that David lent, 
4. after the Solemnity of his Goronation 
-$| was over, is thus recorded ; . 4nd David 
;- || ſent Meſſenzers to the men of Jabelh Gile- 
ſol ad, and ſaid untothem, Bleſſed be ye of the 
rf Lord, that you have ſhewed the kindneſs to 
nl jour Lord, even unto Saul, and have bu- 


ried 


046) - ll 
ried bim ; aud now the Lord ſhew kindueſiÞ, 
and truth unts you, and I alſo will requittfÞ © 
you this kindneſs, becauſe you have done thi T F 
thing, 2. Sam. 2: 5,6,7. Here is kindnekf, 
upon kindneſs requited to the Livirgf: ; 
for the Dead's fake : The valiant men of 
Jabeſh Gilead hazarded their lives in the I 
midſt of the vittorious Philiitines ; ( likef 7 
thoſe three valiant Captains that brokeſp 
through the Hoſt of the Philiſtines, and]: 
-drew Wrter out of the Well of Beth-|;. 

 tebem, when the Philiftine's Garifon was h 
In it, to ſatisfie David's longing ; when a 
he ſaid; O that one would give me drink C 
of the water of the Well of Bethlehem thas |1 
x at the gate, 1 Chron. 11. 16,17, 18, to 
reſcue the dead bodies of Saul and hw ſons, 
that had reſcued their lives from the bloody | 
Articies of Nahaſh te Ammorite, that [ 
would make no Covenant with them, [; 
but upon this condition, That I may thruſt | 
out all your right Eyes, and lay it for a re- | 

proach upon all I{rael, 1 Sam. 11. 2. Now 

1 

( 


-as one good turn requires another, ſo 
(King David requites their Valour with 
Honour and Advantage. _. 
How thankful was he to good od 
; Barxillai the Gileadite, that had proved | 
the King of Suſtenance, while he lay at 
Aahbanaim (when he fled from Abſolom) 


for - 


\. 
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Wor: be was a' ery great man; and the” 
VBKing: ſaid unto Barzillai, Come thou over 
evith me, and I will feed thee with me in 
ojerufalem, 2 Sam.'1 of by fern v. 38: 
*R4And the King anſwered, Chimham hal 
Miro over With me, and I will do to him that 
hich ſhall ſeem good unto thee, and what- 
Mfever thou ſhalt require of me, that will 1 
(0 dofor thee; David even upon his Death- 
7 , was not unmindful of the Courte- 
[ies he had received of one of the No- 
”[bles of Iſrael, in his extremity, but when 
lhe was making his laſt Will and Teſta- 
z ment, and.refigning his Kingdom to his 
'*|Son 'Solozon, and putting all into his 
Thand, and his fole Executor ; he ſpeaks 
thus, after his rem for Foab and Shimez, 
2 for their baſe carriage towards him, ( a 
7 \{ad Legacy: ) But ſhew kindneſs to the 
At 1 ſons of Barzillai the Gileadite, (as he de- 
> | fired and I promiſed;) and let them be 
7 of thoſe that eat at thy Table, for ſo the 
| came to me when I fled before Ablalom t 
Y | brother, 1 Kings 2. 6. And the Hebrew 
h Do&ors ſay,That the habitation of Chims- 
bam near Bethlebem, mentioned in the 
4 | 41 [t. Chapter of Feremiah,v.17. was part 
d 
In 
p, 

r 


2 | of David's own Patrimony whieh he 
*...| conferred upon him} to be a perpetual 
| Memorial of his'Gratitudeto that Loy- 
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al Family, that ſtuck te-him; wheh ſo! 


many. forſook him,” as he! complains to/ 


= 


os 


T have been the larger in this Point, 
| becauſe it is a Vice, than which, '\none. 
is,more. Enemy to' Humane: Soziety 
Ingratitude is reckoned by. the Apoſtle,.as' 
one of the predominant Sins, of the pe» 
rillous times that ſhall come'in the laſt 
Days, unthankful, wnholy, are joyned to- 
ether, 2 Tim. 3. 2, It draws with it 
ſometimes, and fo-all Vices; as Xenophor 
ſpeaks. The wiſeſt of the Heathers have 
detefted it extreamly.3 the Perſians ac- 
counted it the greateſt Diſhonour in the” 
World, Darizs dying, having had'alits' 
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tle Water from a Souldier, eſteemed-'it' 


his greateſt miſery, that he could not 
live to requite ſo great a Benefits but re- 


commends it to Alexander his Conque-. 


ror, ſaith Curtis: The Spaniards count 


it now the. molt..renroachful- word a 
man may be called by , to ſay, Inprate; 


fi ingratum dixers emnia ; an old Saying 
among the Heather. og Ns AA 


Ingratitude was tlic Ruine of the Apo- 
| Nate Angels, that /eft their own babita-| 


tion, ( laith Jude, v..6.) be hath reſerved 
in everlaſting Chain; under darkneſs; unto 
. 'the Judgment of the greas Daj; Of our 
SOS Coen af bats firſt 
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| Girſt Parents in.Paradife; of:the Gentiles, 
| becauſe hen they knew Gor, they glori- 
| fed. bim not as God, neither were they 
"} thankful, but became vain in their imayi- 
"I nations, and their fooliſh heart was dark- 
0:4, Rom» r. v, 21. of the Iſraelites, 
» bGed done ſo great things for, a- 

| bowe.all Generations kr the World, Am.3.2. 
& | and of the Jews, that Crucified the 
1 Lord pf Glory, and are under God's 
Wrath to this day, For the wrath is come 
upon them to the uttermoſt, Cath the Ap:* 
elſe, 1 Theſſ. 2. v.16. 
| Of It is God's will, we ſhould not 
&|be ſo unjuſt, as to take all, and repay 
./ nothing; therefore the, Palmiſt asks 
+ [this queſtion of Angels and Men, What 
\r [ſpall Irender unto the Lord for all bis be- 
nefits towards me? Plal. 16. 12, we ought 
rather, as Cyrus was wont to make 
Jhis Prayer, fo to make our wiſh, to 
\ Jexceed our Friends in beneficence and 
- kindneſs; which Sl. C as it is ſaid ) 

Icauſed to be fer on his Tomb, thar 
? Jhe had done,as Plutereb writes of him, 
07 becomes upright Men to ve thankful, 
a-[aith the Man after God's owe. heart. 
id (193-33: V1 a] 
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There be two parts of Ingratitude z BPc 
the firlt, . or 10 acknowledge benefits, but ÞP * 
to. forget them, "Deuts 32. 18. as is recor\ » 
ded of Pharoah'sButterto his Diſgracez Þ'* 
ccncerning Foſeph; the Interpreter off" 
the Dream, | that advanced him to his if" 
tormer ' place and dignity at Court, K 
yet did nor the chief Butler remember Jo-" 
teph, but forgot him, faith Moſer, Gen, 
40s Ve: 23, © Sh 
The ſecond part of Ingratitude is F” 
the worſt : To requite Evil for Good; if? 
the Prophet Feremiab crys out againſt Þ* 
this, with a grievous cry, ' and a bitter, If” 
Shatl evil'be recompenced for good? Jar.18.i 
20. as a monſtrous pieceof Ingratiude. 

Who ſo rewards evil for good (Iaith Soto- 
mon) evil ſhatl not depart from his houſe, 
Prov, 17. 13- Fhe Pſalmift ſays, They 
rewarded me evil for good, to the ſpoiling 
of my Soul; yea, they hated me without. 
# cauſe, Plal. 35, 12. 19. and again, 
They alſo that remder evil for 'good, art 
mine Adrver(aries, becauſe 1 follow the thing 
that pood #s, Plal. 38. 29. Not onlyV 
Saul, but the Men of Ke/a wereguwityſ 
of this ſin in a high degree 3 who after 
David had reſcued them from the Phi-J 
IiBines, that were plundering and rob- 
bipg their very threſhing Floors, yet 
upon 
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Toon the firſt ſummons, were refolved 
o deliver up David and his Men into 
ſhe Hands of Sai, to be deftroyed by 
im, as you read, 1 Sam. 24. 1,12. 
ideen made theMen of Succoth and Pe- 
el ſmart ſoundly, for theic ingrati- 
de to their Dehvecer, that refuſed ts 
ive a morſel of Bread to his conquer- 

s Army, that were ſtill in purſtic of 
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nd the party that was with them,he tore the 
Meſh of 72 Ringleaders of the Men of Suc- 
oth, and taught them better manners, 
nd beat down the Tower of Penue}, ard- 
7 We the Men of the City, Juog. 8..6, 7, 8 
, 16,17. Rl 
David expreſſes his deep Senſe of 
»\ his fin of Ingratitude, as a lively type 
f our Saviour in this particular, afid in 
any more, when he ſays, For my 
ove, they are my Adverſaries : but Iorve 
wy ſelf untoPrayergand they have rewarded 
e evil for gaod, and batred for'my good 
o i/l, Pfal, 109. 4, 5. This fin is forely 
ly aid to the charge of theMen of Sechern, 
"nd fet home upon their Conſciences 


Wi them $5 and dbimelech, whom they 
Mad advanced over them upon ths ru- 
s$ of the 70 Sons of Feruvbua?; For 


bs De (aich 


he flying Kings, Zeba.and Zalmunnua, 


y 7otham, to the mutugl deftruction 


&. © ; "7. » 
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(faithForham) My Father fought for you 
and adventured his Life for you, ant deli - 
wered you out of the hand of 'Midian and yp" 
are riſen up againſt my Father's Houſe thye® 
day, and have ſlain his Sons, threeſconfſ®* 
and ten yerſons, upon one Stone, and hawf* 
made Abimelech, the Son of his Maid-f'* 
Servant, King over the Men of Sechem, H 
becauſe be 1s your brother, &c, Judg.9. 11f* 
Then God ſent an evil Spirit between thy l 
men of Sechem and Abimelech, to puſſ"* 
74ſh their cruel ingratitude. v. 23. Which” 
| is the Subſtance of that whole Chapteaſſ® 
of Fudges 9. And after they had defſ" 
ſtrayed one another, thatſad Hiſtoryſſ*© 
| (as any in the Book of God) is con 
cluded thus: Thas God rendred the wich? 
edneſs of Abimelech, which be did unt p 
bu Father, in ſlaying hu ſeventy brethren c 
and ill the evil of the men of Sechem, aid, 
God render upon their heaas, and ua . 
them came the curſe of Jotham, 1he Sm, 
of Jerubbaal, v. 55, 57. So that now 
y'ou ſee this horrible ſin of Ingratitud* 


that is-punifned by God 1n fo high , 
degree, muſt needsbþe an accurſed and 


deſtructive thing. | oP 
Ano 
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14 Another fad inſtance of che like fin, 
nd puniſhment, we have recorded, 
concerning Foaſh King of Judah, who 
wiwas marvyelouſly preferved in the Maſ- 
acre of the Royal Family, from Az4a- 
1Wiab's bloody Fingers, by Teboiada, the 
High Prieſt, and his Wife Teboſha- 
es, and kept fafe in the Houſe of 
phe Lord fix Years, under the tyran- 
nous Ulſurpation of that wicked Idola- 
oferels. 2 Chron. 22. 10, It, 12, Fehoiada 
afict the Crown on his head, put down 
ejebe Ulſurper, reſtored the Kingdom 
yi their former freedom, and raiiel 
aſe Royal Family to their formec 
Splendor and Dignity, and leic it 
Afouriſhing in Peace and Plenty : But 
after the death of his Preſerver, Tutor, 
FGovernour, Guardian and Protedor; 
us recorded, That this Joaſh forſook D 
Gia, and turned Idolater and Murderer, * 4 
(two. inſeparable Companions) and | 
commanded . Zachariah the Prieſt, the 
4 Sr of Jehoiada, to be foned, even inthe 
Y Court of the Houſe of the Lord, for repro- 
vinz has ldclatry, and ſaying, Becauſe ye 
fave forſaken the Lord, He alſo bath for- 
100 /aken you. Thus Foaſh the King re- 
{| membred not the kindneſs, which Fe- 
boiada his Father had done unto bim, 
D 3 but - 
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| his own head, to the ruine of himſelf 


RF: 
but flew his Son; and when he died 


3 


he faid, The Lord look upon it, and x 
quire it, Which Prayer of this dying 
Martyr, the Lord heard, and recomy | 


penſed this cruel ingratitude_of Toaſif 
towards God and Man, ſpeedily upenfj 
and of all his Princes that ſeduced him 
and of all his Armies, in which he 


truſted, by an inconſiderable party 


For the Army of the Syrians caing 
with a ſmall company of Men, anc 
the Lord delivered a very great Hoſt 
into their hand, becauſe they had for: 
faken the Lord God of their Fathers: 
fo they executed Judgment againſt 7o- 
=: : | 

And beſides all this; The Lord [mots 
him with grievous tcrments in £84 body 
by incurable diſeaſes, ( 28 ih the cale of 
Fehoram, that nindered his Brothers, 
2 Chron, 2.4.48) And at laſt, ro put 
an end to the miſerable lite of this 
gOUtels Wretch, his own Servants con- 


ſpired "againſt him, for the Blood of 


the Sons of *Jehciada the Prieft, ard 
flew him on his Bed, and "he. died; 
Fut they buricd him not in the Sepulchres 
of the Kings, ( 2 Chren. 24. 18, 20, 21, 
22,)ait honour that was beſtowed uv pon 

Fer 


( 55. / LD 
Fehoiada the High Prieft, his Prefer- 
ver and Reſtorer, v. 16. though out of 
indignation denied him, as to Fehoram 
before him, that lived undeſired, and 
died unſamented. 2 Chrn, 21. 26, Thus 
did God plentifully reward this proud 
Doer,. as: the. P/a/mift ſpeaks, Meaſu- 
ring to bim again, with the ſafer meaſure 
that he had meted withal, a Jus. 
of Wrath, preſſed down, and ſi 


ther, and running over into his Boſore, as 


T our Lord ſpeaks, Luke 6. v. 38. 


_ Oby. Some will ſay, My Will s good, 
but .] want means and, abilitiy. to requite 
any benefit FECT 7 vy les ; 


 Anſer. i! ofets £4 acknowledge 
always 6& proc 109 7 1531s acpart.of 
air Ingentuous potion,” n' proltels. 
who hath doage nco:any picature, Yea, 
half a requital, Eph, 5. 20, 
 » Secondly, Uſe Prayer to God fortheir 
good Litatez 1t thou: be poor, he is 
rich to:requite; and donbricls,-as ths 
cry of.the poor can awake His Juſtice, 
as Himſelf peaks, For the oppreſſs.u «f 
the. poor, for the ſiphing of the needy, now 
will T ariſe, ſaith the Lord, I will jet him 
in ſafety, from him that puffeth- at him. 
D 4  "DRAL:. 


2 
but flew his Son; and when he dig 
he faid, The Lord look upon it, and r 
auire it, Which Prayer of this dying 
Martyr, the Lord heard, ard recom: 
penſed this cruel inpratitude ol Foaſf 
towards God and Man, ſpeedily up} 
his own head, to the ruine of himſelf, 
and of all his Princes that ſeduced him, 
and of all his Armies, in which he 
truſted, by an inconſiderable party 
For the Army of the Syrians Caing 
with a ſmall company of Men, and] 
the Lord delivered a very great Holtf 
ito their hand, becauſe they had for-| 
fiken the Lord God of their Fathers Þ 
fo they executed Judgment againſt Fo 
ah, { | 
And betides all this; The Lord [motel 
him with grievous tcwrments in L844 body, 
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flew him on his Bed, and he Gied; 
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Lut they buricd hin not ia the Sepulckre 
of the Kings, ( 2 Chrcn. 24. 16,20, 21, 
22, )ait houGur that was beltuWea if 
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Fchoiada the High Prieft, his Px cler- 
ver and R egg Ve 16, though out of 
indignation denied him, as to Fe: eDor ans 
before him, that lived undeſi recs anc 
died unlamented. 2 Chr 21, 21 20, Thus 
did God plentifully reward this proud 
Docr, as the Pſalmiſ? ipeaks, DMeaſi- 
ring to bim again, with ihe fſogre meaſure 
that he had meted withal, a Jr meſure 
ft Wrath, preſſed aown, and Roh toge- 
ther, and running over into o bi Boſome, as 
our Lord ſpeaks, Luke 6. v. 38. 


Ohj. Some wil fay, My Will s goed, 
but I want memes and abilitiy to requite 


any benefit "© © © 4 Mes 
| *h I F- ? 
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halt a rec wital, Epo. Jo. 200 

Seco zaly | Uieh Prayer to Good 1077 
20008 Litate3 thou DE Poor, 
rich to TEquite ; wnd GonBLiGs, #5 17 
cry 0! tne POOT Call a: wake His Jottice, 
as Himicl 50a! 59 Fer the cppreſſi n «0 
the poor, for the ſiphing of the needy, now 
wili I ar: £ ſaith the Lord, I will Jet him 
in ſaſcty, from him that per &t bim. 


D 4 Plal. 


O24: 
Pſal. 12. 5. So canthe joyful Thankſ:] ,. 
giving, by the mouth of them that are j; 
partakers of the benefit, and withal,] ,, 
_ their Prayers, for the means of it, al q 
wake His Liberality, as Pau! under-ſ| y 
takes; My God ſhall ſupply all your ne-l| c 
ceſſutier, according. to his Riches in glory, || f 
by Chrift Feſws. Phil. 4. 19. Here I| j, 
cannot but put. the Poor in miad- off x; 
their duty, which receiving good at] f 
the hands of them that relieve them, | « 
are very unjnaſt, if they give not again | 
this Duty back to them, to Pray fer || 
oo ETS | Pal 
© . Minifters.,, which in that very 
Name, as one. part of their Miniſterial 
Duty, for the whole, is the Word,and 
Prayer (as the Apoſtles ſpeak 5 But we 
will give our ſelves continually to Prayer, | 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word, AQs 6, 
4.) receive temporal things.. 


Eaſily, Before I cloſe up this place of 
Thankfulneſs to Men, we muſt not paſs 
by our Thankfulneſs to God ; For if to 
Men we mult be Thankful, How much 
mare to-G O D? And the ground of 
Unthankfulnefſs to Men, is tron their 
Upthanktulnels ro GOD. 


There 


41% nba 

There is-not any other fault more 
generally blamed, even,by thoſe that 
have but the Light of Nature, than in- 
gratitude (as I have largely thewed ) 


{nor any Ingratitnde greater than to- 


wards God, becauſe of none we re- 
ceive more, or: greater. Benefits than 
frotty him : to ſay: nothing, that it be- 
ing impoſlible, that we {hould attain 
to that degree of: Thankfulneſs, which 
fhould be in requiting the Benefits, we 
daily and hourly receive of him 3 he is 


| contented to take the Acknowledge- 


ment of them for Payment, fo as it 
muſt be the. effe& of a "moſt Villain- 
ous Injuſtice to deny hinr that: For 
which cauſe, in the Scriptures we have 
the Invitations of Holy Men to Thank- 
fulnefs, the praiſe of this Duty, ans the 


 Precedents of good Men performing it. 


In ſpecial, the Book of the P/alms hath 
his name in the Hebrew Tongue, as ye' 
would ſay, T0 DIA The Fo:k of 
Praiſes ; not 2s if the whole Book had 
nothing elfe,. but becauſe it 1s the chief. 
pact,and moit principally intended. And 
for this cauſe doth the Church ufe in 
the beginning of her folemn Service, - 
the 95 Pſalm, as a means to invite us to ' 
thac Duty, fo good and comely, 3 ca, 
D 5: fo | 


"ry ) 
fo juſt id dy as the Pſalm fo 
| the Sabbath-Day begins; *Ti a good 
thing to give thanks unto the Lerd, and 


to ſing praiſes to 1hy name, O thou mcſt 


High, Pial. 92. © Men are nor. fo. for- 
ward to this Daty of- Thankfulneſs as 
they ovght; fo it is, to Prayer we are 


more ready, as being fehfible of our 


wantsz not to Thankſgiving, as baving 
them turniſhed, and fo now in good 
- cafe, This appears in the Goſpel, in the 
ten Lepers,one only of which rewned 
after his cleaning, to give Thavks, 
though nine intreated cleanſing, And 
7, Fl anſwering, ſaid, Were there not 1en 
clanſid, but where are the nine? There 
are wot found that returned to give plory 


ro God, but this framzer, T.uke 17, v.15, 


« Os 


The more untoward we be to this 
Puty, the more muſt we be called on, 
and ths more enforce our fclves unto: 


it, inthe words of the P/almiſt, Come, 


1d beer alt ye that fear God, and T will 
declare what he hath dene for my Scul. 


Plal. 66. 16, Wherein he calls, and 
yrovokes others to the like Dutics as 
#ewing, That WE ought not to hold. 


ie enough, that we, for our own parts, 
Farve Cod, but be draw 's others to it, 


Cle 


PF a4 \ 2 5 
BY h. 


$44 
SuperioMfs by Authority, Faquals' and 
Inferiours by Perſtiaſion, all by Ex- 
ample: See rhe pratice ; * Sing praiſes 
unto the Lord, ye Saints of bis, and pive 
Thanks at the remembrance of bis holineſs. 
Pal. 35. 4. And again; O magnifie the 


"Lord with me, and let ms exalt bis name 
' together | Come Je Children, bearken unto 
ne, 1 will teach you the fear of the Lird. 


Plal. 24. 3-17. Yea, fo tar js this at- 
fe&ion of gratitude towards God in- 
tended, as the very Anpels, and all 0- 
ther Creatures are invited to this Du- 
ty, as the 103, and 143 3 Pſalms ſhew 
chroughont. 

Whether becauſe company increal- 
eth courag? in us in any work, or elle 
we would ſhew, that we account our 
OWN endeavour i t00 littie, and too de- 
fetive; w nence we deſire that which 
we Jack, others with us ſhould heip to 
ſupply. This is alſo wondeiFaily well 
fitting 'to our natural Inclinition ; for 
Man is a Sociavle Crcatures and loves 


company, even in Gvil lie: wickell 


men are companions in evil, and fay, 
Cone with ws, te rs a7 wait for blo:d': 
let es lurk privily for the innocont Wi. h 
out @ cauſe, Prov. 1. Ir. And how 
much mo:e in the higneſt Atts of Re- 

[i2ion, 


(Go) 


 Figion, wherein our life isbeſt ini: 
- ployed, onght God's Saints to. do the 
Eke?, - 


i. Here then are we to:be. encoura- 
gel in the folemn Worſhip, of Gall, 
(which is altogether Euchatiſtical) to 
frequent chole.- Aſſemblies, yea, and 
privately to.encourage, and {tir up one 
anothes, - as .the Apottle ſpeaks; Not 
for(aking the afſembling of our ſelves tope- 
ther, as the manner of ſome 1s, but exhor- 
ting one another, and ſo much the more 4s. 
ye. ſee the day approaching: Heb.. 19. 25. 
A Matter chat the P/almi#. profeſſed, 
joyed his heart, when he ok in his 
People: I was plad when they ſaid unto.. 
mg, Let ws go into the houſe of the Lord. 
Plal 143.4 Ie. 


2, On hs other ſide, here is blamed. 
the backwardneſs of thoſe that even in- - 
vited. and encouraged, yea, enforces : 
12.2 manner, by Authority, refuſe to 
come to give. Thanks to the.Lord, in 
a Service of God, wherein. themſelves 
en. ind nothing. to blame, unleſs that 
i .is underſtood, and not "flardivg in 
2B. unknown Tongue, and conſequent- 
iy 4 dry and fruitle6 Devotion : Fw 'The 

ane, 


IS 
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fime, if it were oO run: to o Creatures; 
and viſit the Sepulchres of the Saints, 
would. count no labour too much, nor 


way too. long... 


2. And the like is to be ſaid of « G- | 
thers that ſeparate themſelves from ſuch * 
Euchariſtical Aſſemblies, wheie: the © 
Name of God. is called. upon. with Joy 
and. Thankfulneſs, upon ſurmiſes of 
Blemiſhes and DefeRs, or miſlike of 
the Society. Not- to enter into the 
Qaettion at this time, Where God..is. 
to be prailed ?--All. company that truly 
fears God,is good; and if not in our Af- 
ſembly, Where have they either lear- 
ned, ar he is to be prailed,. or found 
thoſe great benefits of His, . whereupon 
they acknowledge, that they ar2 bound 
to praiſe Him, and to give Thanks un- 
to His Holy Name for them ? 


4. We have Precept upor Precept | 
for the practice of this Duty of Thank- - 
fulneſs; Offer unto God Thankſaiving, 
ſaith David, Plal. 50. 14+. Let us come 
before bis face with Thankfaiving, ſaith 
our Tranſlation; but tne Original 1s 
AM. with Confeſſion. There be two 


things included in his Confeſſion, and 
they. 


6 6z). 


they bethe very proper parts of Thank-| 


Tulneſs. Firf, That we have received 
the favours, and gocd things we have, 
from God. Secondly, That we are ob- 
liged, and ſtand Debtors to Him of 
our Service and Duties for them... 

.. /So here is forbidden, either malig- 
nity -to conceal, or arrogate to our 
ſelves, as our own purchace, what.we 
have received of him: or elfe to devfact 


that Duty, which in all reaſon, we are 


bound to perform, in that confſidera- 
tion, eſpecially, becauſe to Men we 
may g0 further, to ſome degree-ol re- 
compence ; but'to God," there: is the 
' - Uttermolſt we can do, and thereiore we 
ought to apply this to particuiars, as in 
mentioning God's particular Favours 
to Iis Redeemed ones, to Travellers, 
to Captives, to Sick-men, to Sca-men z 
this 13 a'l he calls for: O that wen weon'd 
praiſe the Lord for his Goodnz's, and for 
his wonderful wot ks to the Sons of men : 
Let them exalt him al;o in the Congres ati- 


of of the PocÞ/e, and praiſe him in the Aj- 


ſembly of 1he Elders. Plate 197. V- 1%. 

2 le. Zo 32» | 
The form of Thanksg'iving,whic'1 15 
preſcribed to every I recite, that tells 
any Poſſeſſion,” or parc 'of the Holy 
Land, 


| ( 63) 
| Land, is at large-fet dowtn by Moſes, 
'| Det. 25, from the firſt Verſe, ta the 
12, Which well deſerves our Meditati- . 
on and Application ;z for with 1:ch Sa- 
ctifices God is as well pleaſed, as with * * 
hilaſtick Oblations under the Law, 1 
for the Peace-offering, and Thank-offering, 
ere of all others the moſt'chargeavie. "I's _ 
recorded, that Solomen offered a SAcrte 
fice of Peace-rfferings, which he offered un- 
t0 the Lord, two and twenty thouſand Oxen, 
and an hundred and twenty theuland 
Sheep at the Dedication of the Houſe of the 
Lord, 1 Kin. 8,.6;. The greateit chat 
we read of, though great Sacrifices 
are mentioned in many places, yet 
none like this, that might ſeem to ae- 
ſtroy all the Cattle in a whole Coun- 
try. By the Multitude of Gratulatory 
Sacrifices, the People of God were 
wont to teitike their Zealous :nd 
Grateful AﬀeRions to God, the i20- 
nor of all,in Signification and Expecta- 
i tion of that plenteous Redemption, 
_ wrought by Chriſt, as the Pſalm con- 
cludes the Pſalm 130. v. 7,8, 

The like AfﬀeCtions ought to bs in 
us all, for theſe Conſiderations : 


o5 For 
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Tt; For the multitude: of his Mercies, 
how many are they that we have received 
already, and: daily do enjuy? what haſt 
thou (laith the Apoſtle) that thou diaſt 
not receive ? 1 Cor. 4.7, Mapy © Lord 
my God are thy wonderous works, which . 
thou haſt done, and thy thoughts, which 
are to us-ward ; they cannst be reckoned up || 
in order unto thee, if I ſhould declare, and 
ſpeak of them, they are more than can be 
numbred, ({aiththe Pfalmi#t) P/al. 4.0. Fo 
And again, How precious are thy thoughts 
unto me, O God ! how great is the ſum of 
them! If I ſhoald count them, they are- 
20 in number than the Sand; Pſal. 139. 
17, 18, David confeſleth-in.the Con- 
templation, and review of God's Fa- | 
vours, that his Arichmetick -fails him | 
and comes {ſhort in a ſacred Hyper- 
bole, as being far above our Capaci- 
ties, . we cannot ſo much as tell them 
in order: If you begin at yourConcepti- 
on in the Womb, where the P/almift 
begins, 1wiil praiſe thee, for Iam feer- 
fully aud wonderfully made ; Plal. 119, 
14. or at God's Election, in laying the 
foundazicn of your Salvaticn - in Chriſt, 
befcre be laid the feundation of the world, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, According as be . 
bath choſen us in him, before the founda- 
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tion of the world. Eph. r. 4, where will 
you end? You muſt in plain terms re-_ 
ſolve to ſay with our P/almiſ#; Such 
knowledge i too wonderful for me; it' s 
high, I cannot attain to it. Plal, 139. 6. 


. Secondly, Conſider how continual 
are his Mercies, without any-Intermil- 
ſion or Interruption ; They are renewed 
every Morning ſaith Ferem, As he maketh 
his Sun to riſe-on the evil, and on the good, 
and ſendeth rain on the juſt, and on the 
«juſt, Matth.5.45. as our. Lord ſpeaks. 
He holdeth our Soul in Life, when'we-- 
think: there is .but a. ſtep between us 
and Death, (as David thought; when 


| he fled from Saul, 1 Sam. 20. 3.) and 
ſuffereth not our feet to be moved, Plal: 


66. 9. but according to his pleaſure, 


in whom we live, . and move, and. bave.. 


our being, Acts 17.28: as the Apoltle 
ſpeaks: The Manna that came from. 
Heaven,was not reſtrained one day mforty 


nears perambulation, and peregrination 11 


the wilderneſs ; thou with: beldeſt not thy 
Manna from their mouth, ſaith Nebemiad, 
nor the water that flowed ont - of the rock, 
but gaveſt them water for their thirſh\Not- 
withſtandingthe many,and great pſ0VO- 
cations of God's People, The Pillar _ 
Ciou 


N_ |  ; 


Cloud departed not from them by day, to 
lead them in the way, nor the Pillar ef 
fire by night, to ſhew them light in the 
way that they ſhould go, auch Nehem, 
9, V9. 80 -; + IT 

In the Element of his Mercies, we 
draw our Bregth- continually, to ftir 
_ us up to continual Thanktyinels. 


Thirdly,” Conſider how great are the 
benefits that . we receive from God, 
that calb with a loud Yoice, for this du- 
ty of. Thankfulneſs- for them, which 
makes:the P/almnſt cry out, Q:how great 
& thy goodneſs, which thou ha#$\1aid up 
for them that fear the, which thou haſt 
wrought for thems that truſt in thee, be- 
fore the ſons of men} The) Scripture is 
quoted: by -I{aiah,']/a. 64. 4. and by the 
Ap»ſtle "rendered thus :- Eyei bath mot 
ſeen, nor ear huard, neither hath entered 
into the heart of man the things which God 
| bath prepayed for thers that love bims 

1'Gor, 2. 9, : A, 
.* What greater thing hath he pre- 
pared; or can he prepare for them that 
lvethim, becauie he loved them-firlt 
1 Foh. 4. 19. ( as St. Fobnipeaks) than 
Teſus Ghriſt, the Son of bw love? I: not 
thu gift of God ( as our Saviour ſpeaks 

to 


CEnIny 
A. . 
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to the Woman of Samaria, Joh. 4: 10.) 
the gift of gifts? It is then all our du- 
ties, to acknowledge with Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, the truth of the Lord, 
and this Mercifulneſs of God ourSavi- 


. our inregarding our Vilenels fo far, as 


to ſave us from our ſpiritual Enemies, 
giving for us the ranſom of the pretious 
Blood of his dear Son : and to end we 


_ ever-more keep a grateful Memory of 


this benefit, he hath appointed the uſe 
of the Holy Excharif, a name, fignt- 
tying Thankfulnels. 


Exh. Let us then come, and rejoyce 
to the Lord ; and with a loud and 
ſtrong Voice, acknowledge this Bene- 
fit: Let us frequent his Holy Table, 
{o mercifully ſet before us in the Goſ- 
pei, in deſpight of our Enermes, en- 
deavouring to draw one another there: 
to, and to live ſuch a Life, as may 
even ſilently call the very Adverfaries 
of our profeſſion, to the Worſkip and 
Service of God: whom ſerving chear- 
iully on'Earth, for the abundance ' of 
all chings, it may be our portion to eh- 
joy, and to fing aloud: and thankſully 
unto, in the Heavens, with his Holy 
Saints, and glorious Angels, and- our 

blefled 


Fourthly, How undeſerved- are the 


Benefits we. receive from God, that 


they may: provoke us to Thankfulneſs, 
and how unexpeGcd-2?- de nbey 

We deſerve nothing but Wrath, 
and the carſe: of Mount Ebal, Deut. 
27. 13. or of Cain, Gen, 4. 14. or of 
our Father Adam, to whom it was 


faid, Curſed is the Earth for thy ſake, 


in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat thereof all the days 
of thy Life, Gen. 2» I7: It God ſhould 
* deal with us according to our demerits, 
our beſt performances are but glorious 
Tranſgreflions, and we are but unprofitae 
ble Servants at the beſt, as our Lord 
ſpeaks; Luk. 17. 10. Facob pleads his 
 Merit.towards Laban itoutly, in Gen. 
31, from v.36. to v. 41. And Jacob 
Was wroth, and chode with Labang and 
Jacob anſwered, and ſaid io Laban, what 
i my Tranſgreſſion, or what is my ſin, that 


thou baſs jo hotly purſued after me? And | 


he ſtanus upon his gvard, and juſtifies 
himfelf, and challengeth Zavan to lay 
to his Charge any. unwarrantable A- 
ion in his twenty years ſervice, though 
he.had changed. his wages ten times, as 
the Prodigal's elder Brother ſaid to his 


Father, . 


(68) J 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt,” 


GO) 
Father, Lo theſe many years do I ſerve 
thee, neither did I at any time tranſpreſs 
thy Commandment : LuC. 15. 29, But 
having to deal with God, he ſets a 
very low eſteem of himſelf, as not de- 
ſerving the leaft of God's Mercies; 1 
am n0t worthy of the leaſt of all the Mer- 
cies, and of all the truth, 2which thou haſt 
ſhewed unto thy Servant ; for with my 
ſtaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and now I 
am become two bands, Gen. 32. 10. 
See allo the ſame dejedion, and ſelf- 
denial in his Grand-father Abrahays : 
Behold now, TI havg taken upon me to 
ſpeak, unto the T.ord, who am but duſt-and 
aſhes, Gen. 18. 23. and 0! Mephiboſheth, 
when David ſaid unto-him, Far not, 
for I will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs, for Jos 
nathan, thy Fathers ſake, and will reſtore 
thee all the Land of thy Father Saul, and 
thou ſhalt eat Bread at my Table continu- 
ally: And he bowed himſelf, and ſaid, 
What « thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldjt Took 
 #pon ſuch a dead Dog as I am? 2 Sam. 9.8. 
The Mercies and Kindneſſes of all 
Men in the World, compared to God's 
undeſerved Favours, are but as a drop 
of a bucket of Water to the great 
Ocean: My thoughts. are not as your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my Ways, 


faith 


ſaith the Lord : For as the Heavens are 
higher than the Earth, ſo are my a 
bigher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts, Ia. 55. 8, 9. This |. 
Confideration makes lometimes the 
faithful ſo earneft in the affe&ion of 
joy, as they ſeem almoſt ridiculous in 
the Eyes of carnal Men,as David toM:- 
chal, when be danced beforethe Lord,2Sam. 
6, 21; But their Juſtification is ealje, 
it is before the Lord that I did it, to 
God's Glory, that I might expreſs my / 
Thankfulneſs to him, and the joy of 
myHeart in doing him Service,whom, ; 
ſince the relt know not, they. are not 
to be reſpected it they fcorn : nor is it ; 
ſ 


zo be wondred, if they be ſtrangely at- 
fected with it, as above the compals of 
their Conceit. 


quital are all, yea, the leaſt of God's 
benefits that call for "Thankfulnels ; 
a cup of cold water only, piven to drink in 
Chriſt's name, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt, 
ſhall not boſe a juſt, and ſuperabundant 
_ requital, ſaith our Lord, Mar. 9. 41. 

See the full and final requital. of all 
good and charitable Deeds, Marth. 
25. 34, 35, 36. Come, ye bleſſed of my 

| | Father, 


(4 
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Fifthly, How without hope of Re- 
f 
( 
\ 
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COLT. 
| Fatherg inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
" Lyou from the begimming of the world: For 
1 wasan bungry,arid yegaveme meat 1 was 
thirſty, and ye pave: me drink, I 1as a 
' | franger, and ye tork me in, naked, and ye 
| cloathed me, I925 ſick, and ye viſited me, 
1Iwas in prinſon, and ye came unto me. 
TheWicked he requites here, ſometimes 
in their own Coin, as Adoni-bezek ac- 
knowledgeth, hen bu thumbs and great 
foes were cut off ; As I have done (to three- 
ſcore and ten Kings") fo hath the Lord re- 
quited me, Judg. 1. 7. We are all ready 
enough to requite Evil for Evil, to 
ive him (q#*:d- pro quo) as goot as he 
rings, as the-Proverb rimes, as Sawp- 
ſon ferved the Philiſtines : As they have 
done unto meſo have I done unto them, Jud. 
I5.11, But it being impolbble to requite 
Godin any thing, it 15 a moſt heinous 
Provocation of his juſtice,to renderFE.y1l 
for Good : Do ye thes provoke the Lord? 
O fooliſh people, and unwiſe) laith Moſes, 
| with Aftoniſhment and Abhorrency, 
Deut. 32. 6. 
_ *Tis left as a ſad blot in Hezekiab's 
Scutcheon, tho? otherwiſe a good Man, 
and a good King, by God's own Teſti. 
mony :- He truſted in the L:ird God of 
Iſrael Jo that afrer him there 1.5 = ' 
6 the 


_ _ — 


like him among all the Kings of Judahi, 
nor 4any that were before him, But Heze; - 


kiah rendred wot again according to the 
benefit done unto him; for bu beart” was 


lifted up, therefore there was wroth upon 


him, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, 
2 Chr. 32.25, For afterthe defeat of 
Senacherib's Forces, by an Angel of God, 
that flew in one night an hundred four: 
ſeore and five thouſand men of war in 
the Aſlyrian Camp ; and after the re- 
covery of his Health, confirmed by a 
ſign trom Heaven in the Sun's. Re. 
trogradation by ten degrees, and the 


addition, by Patent from God, of fif- 


teen years, to his days, with exceeding 


much. Riches and Honour ; yet for all 


this, .he was not fo careful to pleaſe 
God .in an humble and thankful Ac- 
knowledgment of ſuch great Favours, 
- was .to pleaſure .him in them 
all. 


Sixrbly, Conſider from what odds. 
the Perſon giving to our baſeneſs, have: 


been all his benefits, he being the grett 
Independent Fehovah , greatneſs is 


ſtampt upon all his Benefits to us, and 


we a Seed of evil Doers, a people laden 
with Iniquityz children that are corrup- 


ers 5 
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| fers; our ſpot is not the ſpot of his 
i Children z we are wretched and miſe- 


rable, and poor, and blind, and naked, 


and in want of all things, as our Lord 


writes to the Church of Laodices, Rev 


3. V- 17» 


"I-34 
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Laſtly, Conſider with what advan- 
tage of time and order, in firſt beſtow- 
ing, have his Benefits been to us: 

No. oye pittied thee to bave compaſſion 
upors thee ; I ſaid unto thee when theu 


wait in thy Blood, Iive, faith the Lord 
Ezek, 16. 5,6. we love him, becauſe be 
fr## bowed me, laith the Apoſile,. 1 gb 
4. 19. His love to us is an antecedent 


love, we love him with a conſequenti- 


al love, becauſe he hath caſt his love 
upon us firſt, and therefore is ne way 
indebted ta us for our love : The A4po- 
fle asks this queſtion, Ibo hath firff 


Briven unto him, and is ſhall berecompences 
Yo bi again? for of bim, aud through 
 Ubirm, and to bjms are all things, to whons 
Be glory for ever, Amen, [2 


07» 11 = - FD 
1798  SPRTy 
Tt is ſaid by forme, wo can never re- 


Iquite our Parents; by ſome alſs, we 


owe more to our Malters and Teach- 
ers, thay to Parents, in as much asone 
gave 
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gave being, the other well. being, 
doubtleſs in both a we OT 
requite Gotl and Chriſt... K+ 

"Firſt, Our Parehts ie our Bate! 
he gave us our ſenſes, who is therefore 
ſtyled by the dpeſie, The Father 1. Out 
Spirits. Heb. 12.9 


2. Our Miſters atid Tevdhets BE 
us; with ' God's Blefling; Knowledge 
and Learning, ' Chriſt teacheth' us the 
way to Heaven, who: is the Way, the 
«Truth, and the Life 3 Chriſt gave him- 
ſelf to ms, and ' for us, to waſh us from 01 Our 
Sins in his 6 Pn Blood; Joh. 14. 6, withz 
out which, t had. been better for. ts. to 
have bees any thing, rather than nien 2J0, 
#t all nat to have been, © 

Let us with the Plalmiſt a agaiti ani 
again ſay, What frall T render wato tl 


Lord for all his benefits towards me! 


Pfal: 116, 12. all his bene ts are "2boys 
us, even the one alſo. of our former 


means, to expreſs Gratitude, here fail} 


us 3 what can we wiſh or deſire, to 
the moſt abſolute and perfe& Being? 
Only we may acknowledge the Ba 
fits, and the Excellency .and Liberal G 
ty of the Giver, -which further may 6 - 
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fre, that all others would dg the like; 
| this is our utmoſt; unklis further; to 
endeavour; not to be difobedient to. 
; | this Heavenly Author of mucki/pood 
to us, which yet is our duty otherwiſe, 
the leſs we have means to the former, 
the more ought we. to be ih this, and 
ſay. with the Man after God's own 
Heart,” I will fog, unto the Loril' as long 
& 1 lie, I'will ſing praiſes” to=my God, 
while I bave: my being, mM) Meditation pf 
him ſhall be ſweet, I will be: glad 'm the. 
Lord; Pal. 103: 33, 34; and inanother 
At Midnight will I riſe to pive thanks to 
| *7ce, becauſe of thy rightevus Tudgwents, 
| Plal. 1 19: 62. MR a 94 3 ot 
| _ Let us beg of him (as aiother Bene- 
| fit) that he will give tis Grace, and a 
| mind todo theſe things, who hath giver 
| the ground an occaſion of them, eyen 
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| the {ame our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - oF | * 
| Now becauſe the Apoltle Peter ſaith; 

= 22 Prophecy of Scripture & of any PiQate 
'f| interpretation, 2 Pet.' 1, 20. {0/Hieither 

| 2:6 all of fole private application, bue 
| ſome are of a larger Extent and Com-: 
] 


als than others ; if I ſhould have ſtu» 
died long fora fitText, . . 
Akt ; of ae cab 149.16, Th 
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tare, 1'cou. not exceeding brog#- 
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ſage, of greater Latitude, in all the 
Book of God ; he calis more, both for. 
private. and publick application, than 
this,.that is in fo ſtrange a manner laid. 
. open' before us to look into it, and yet, 
No more ſtrange than true (asthe truth. 
is in Jeſu, before whom I ſtand) for 
this, DoArin of the Peace of God, that 
ought to-rule in the Hearts of all Be-' 
lievers, gives great help, advantage, 
and admonition, to Kings, Law-ma- 
kers, Rulers, to the Founders and Con- 
ſervers of Cities, Countreys and King- 
doms, to the end and purpoſe of .de- | 
fending. and preſerving them from E-. 
vils, in a cordial and bleſſed Submiſli- 
on, to the ever-ruling, and over-rul- 
ing Peace of God: If the Peace of 
.God did bear rule in the Hearts of all 
Chriſtians (which our Apofle requires 
3n theſe of Coloiz) all the World would 
become Chriſtians. 

© A digreflion, as if it had been in 
the preſence of his Majeſty for exer- 
cile ſake. 


ws: mio A Ge 3 A => FA .,@t two tm lu wc tne) Op weny ty, mae © my KH - 


And here let me with all Humility, 
.. uſe the Vr4/ Davia's Expreflion 


Kings, and will nit | e $hambi oP 
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46, ahd therefore in the. firſt place; 
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methinks this Scripture gives me juſt 
occaſion to ſpeak to Their Majeſties - 


{ina word or two, that which [ am 
fure, their noble minds will take more 


pleaſure to hear, than to be profuſe in 


- | their praiſe, which no Man can light- 
| Iy paſs over, if the Pexce of God rule 


{| in your Hearts, whom the ſupream 


Ruler of the World” hath choſen, and 
ſent, to rule over us, his People. O 
happy ſhall ye be, and it ſhall be well 


with you, and happy. ſhall all. your 


Subjects in theſe three Kingdoms. bes. 
that by you are redeemed” from thral- 
dom, and vrought again from the Depths 
of the Sea of miſery, Plal. 68.22. that 
were {old for nought tothe Man of ſin, to 
be deſtroyed, to be ſlain, and to periſh, as 
Queen Eſher ſpeaks to Kins Abaſuerns, 
in a like Caſe, concerning Hamns's 
Plot, Eh. 7. 4. 

Sir, You were called many years 


ago, by God himſelf, into one Body, 


conjugal with your Royal Conſort 
(that 1s all glorious within and without) 
and now by the ſame God, to the or- 
namical, and Political, to: lead theſe 
three Nations ; as alſo to lead the Mi- 
litary Body of the Conſederates of 


E 3 many. 
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ns, as Gaptain-general of 


the Lords Hoſts, like another Moſe;,f1 
that led the Children of Iſrael ont of th N 


many Natio 


o pF 


Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bon- 
dage ; or another Cyras, that enlarped 
God's People our of the Babiloniſh Captivi- 
ly, aSit is no. {mall Honour tobeGod'sJ's 
King upon ſo high and honourable Ac-J ; 
count, .as none of your Royal Predesſj; 
ceſlors were ever called unto, fo it.asks}} 
no ſmall Duty,Reverence, and Thagk-fl ; 

f 

: 


fulnefs at. your hands to himwards;. 


_ "Thus it js9 you. Princes, as well. as 
other Folks be accomptable to God: as 
ariſe your Receipts to a higher propor: 
tion, .ſo muſt your Allowances and 
Payments be greater or Igſs.. You will 
find in a greater Arrearage, when it 
*'comes. to a reckoning, where much iz 
beftowed, much is called for -again, 

Conſider, if your felt advance any 
Man above others, upon equal, and 


e x 
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perhaps lefs deſert ; it you do not think 
you ought more to,igpole in the;Faith- 
fulneſs.and Loyalty, of ſuch a one,be yg 
well ſfyre God looks for the like ar your 
| Haid: It behoves you theretore to bg 
-mind{ul of his Honour, which I Harp 
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th that you are God*% King, as eminent- 


ly as he 3. of whom the Lord faid, yer 
"have -7 ſet my King, (or as it isin the 


I HHebr.) "anbynted my King, uppn Sian, the 
AY brit of 17) holineſs, Pia. 2.6. that fo 
I i che'Regiment of his People, your 
' Subje&s'3 and of your ſelf, 'you may 
"| demean your ſelf as God's King. * * 
| pra prota I lay, that God 

| Ning tnay not behave himſelf, 25the 
reninant of Kings'do ; that'are either 


| their ownPleaſures, and Appetites,with- 
J olit regarUof Juſtice, Peace, or Hone- 


, . 


nd cit own, ro appoite a God, , or any 
0 (ing, a5 a Tervice bf God, which, he 
| hath not*commanded, which is to ty 

God to their baubles, 45 Feroboar to the 


F 


i Gelden'Calyes at Dan and Bethel, 1Kin. 


12, and © Nebuchadnezzar to the 


/ Golden Image in the Plain of Dura, Dan, - 


uf 3: © appoint a ſervice in the Latin, 


h contrary tO the rule of Edification ſet 
| down; 3 Cor. 14: 26. When Men 


Knees, under pain of ſin, and forbid 


Ybe bold, is the greateſt that you have, 


{There is no need, that I deſcend to 
$ 


Pon}, or Popiſh, that rule ofily for” 


v9 ity, char prefiltne to make Religions of 


whom ths Peoples underſtand not, 


preſume to bind Coaſciences to their 


0 4- ta ' 


(36.2 MR 
to reaſon of their biddings,, under fe: 
vere Penalties; this is a.tyranny againſt 
God. True it is, that Penal Laws may 
be made (o bind, in many relpeas 
But let - Men beware, leſt :they ' exatt 
with greater ſeverity, obedience tof 
their own Precepts, than God's there 
is but one Law-giver, that can fave 
and deſtroy, faith James 4. 12. when 
they forbid what God commands, and 
commands what God forbids ; its 'Ty- 
ranny, as did Amtiochus, and other 
Heathen Emperors forbid to Circumcile, 
eo read the Law, and commanded to offer 
to Idols, and to eat Swines Fleſh, and all 
wnder pain of preſent Death, 2 Macc. 7. 
Rulers muſt know their places, have 
moderate, and juſt, and Godly Go- 
yernment, not uſurp on God's Right, 


on their SubjeCts Conſcience ; and tho? 
Faith be.the Gifc of Gad, and cannot 
be taught, nor forced, nor Conſcience 
be compelled to afſlent,. yet Men may 
be obliged to the outward hearing of 
Gods Word, and FaQious Fire-brands 
reprefled, and quenched. Soxomen 
tells us, That. Athanaſius, the Patriarch 
of Alexandria, was upon a time. walk- 
ing in the Streets in that City,. and 
that a Raven did flee towards him, 

Croaking, 


'@ {* BR 
croaking ; which the Heathenthat ſtood 
near, obſerving, began to deride him, 


and reproach him, as if he had been 
| a Praſtigiator, or Conjurer ; and ſo ma- 
king towards him, . asked in derifion, 
what the Raves ſaid to him: He 


modeſtly ſmiling, anſwered in Latin, 
Eras ; for he dictates unto you, That to 
morrow will be a-moſs bitter day: - for to 
morrow you (hall receive the Emperor's 
Edi, that you ſhall cekbrate no more 


your Heatheniſh Solemmitics ; And ac- 


accordingly it came to pals; for tte- 
next day the Magiſtrates received or- 
ders from the Reman. Emperor, that 
their, Heathen Gods ſhould be no 
more worſhipped, but deſtroyed ut- 
terly, with all their Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, in which they were bred: : 
Which being abdicated, they imme- 
diately embraced the Goſpel. Bl:ſſe4 
2s the people . that know ' this joyful ſound, 
Pſal. 89. r5. And thanks be to Jeſus - 
Chriſt, in many things already, .you : 
have ſhewed your felf God's King, 
in coming out to help the Lord:again(t 
the mighty, er. 9; 3. in being wvalient 


for by truth, at home and abroad, : in: 


ſcattering the Proud in tho Imaginati- 
on. of their iearts, and..brinz the - 
$3.'S * TL IFAM 
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Wheel npon them, in taking down 
the Partition Wall of Separation, ' thax 
'your Subje&ts might. not'-deſtroy one 
-another for faſhions fake 3 you have] 
put your Life into your Land, to fightÞ 
"the Lords Battles, that teacheth your 
' bands to. war, and your fingers to fieht, 
' Pijal. 144. 1» and have. wrovght with 
' God .this great Salvation in our: 1/rael, 
* as'all Fſrael-faid of Fonethan, that over- 
threw the vaſteſt Army that ever the 


"2 
© + 


J 
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4 


+ 
{ 


3 


Phj/:ſtines had, conſiſting of thirty rhou-Þ| 


people like the ſand, which is on the Sea 


ſoar; for Multitude, 1Sam. 13.5. In 
ts name,- that-'givetl) Salvation vnto. 
- Kings, and that hath delivered your 
Loyal Perſon from the Sword 5 like 
another. David, or - Fehoſhapher, * you 
marcht out againſt tne Enemies ot. 
- God and Man (or clle he hath none 
- in this. World 5 and he, in whom ye 


truſted,” hath made you more tha 


Conqueror, in-pacifying Scotland, fnb- 


duing Treland, and preſerving the Peace, 


_ and fafety of England; and in check- 


ing the Pride and Infolency of your 


{worn Enemies beyond Sea, and ſet- 
ring a Hound to it, - that it cannot pals; 
end. thengh rhe Waves Hee 

| Y TEE $OCs, 


| ſand Chariots, fix thouſand Horſes, and I 


PROP", 12 HR 
1 ? henſWes, yet they cannot prevail, . the* 2 
ol 7hey Tear, yt can they not paſs. over it, 
Fer. 5. 22, asthe Prophet ſpeaks of God's 
| bounding the Sea, when he ſaid, Hi- 
ith therto ſhalt thou come, and no further, and © 
| . here ſhall thy proud waves tay themſelves, 
Þ Jo5.' 38. 13. © Your Majeſties Soul, is | 
ky hound up in the bundle of | Life with the © 
1 £9d'your God (in. all your hazardous, - 
| high, and honourable undertakings) 
ef| 4nd the ſouls of your Enemies, them ſhall - 
"be fling qut as out of the middle of a 
ſtirs; as Vertuotis Abigail ſpeaks toKing | 
David: 1 Sam. 25. 293; For as an An- 
"Fel of Gid, 'ſo js my Lord the King, to di- 
 ſcern good and $ad, therefore the: Lord thy - 
"God wyll be with thee, ſaich the wife 
Woman of Tekoah to the King. 2 Sam. 
5: 3, 
| Therefore ſaith he to.the God 'of 
this Lite,. Draw me' net away with the. 


— 6 2: OO. na hu 


ra 


| wicked, and with the. workers of Iniquity, 
1] 2bich ſpeak peace to their Neighbours, but" 
| miſchief 3s in their hearts ; For they ſpeak 


not peace,. bat ' deviſe decerful matters a=. 


'1 "oo 

-| | gainſt them that are quiet in the Land,-. 
rf Plal. 28:3. and 35.20. Re 

-4 _ If the Peace of God rule in your 
| Royal Heart, becanſe be hath ſer his lowe 
ld wipe me. therefore will I deliver him, T 
a; | | Wk 


will ſet him on high,becauſe be bath knows 
2) name, ({aith God to David) Heſhall] 
call upon. me, and I will anſwer him, [ 
will be with' him in trouble, I will deli- 
ver bim; and honour him, with long. life 
_ will T ſatisfie him, and ſhew my [alvati- 
on, Pfal. 91...14, If, 16. (no- richer] 
Promilſes-if all the Book of God, than. 
thoſe that are-made._ to God's King ): 
and again, I will make thy. officers peace, || 

and thine exators righteouſneſs, violence 
ſhall be no more heads os Land, waſt- | 
- ing nor deftruffion within thy borders; Thy. 
people ſhall be all righteoms, ({aith the Pro-- 
phet) Iſa. 60. 17, 18, 21, "ge 

' And the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be: 

peace, and the effett of righteouſneſs, quiet- | 
neſs and aſſurance for ever, and my people 
ſhall dwell in peaceable . habitatiows, apa. 
in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting pla- 

ces,: Iſa.-32.17, 18. Again, Thou wilt 
keep him. in perfe& peace, whoſe mind «. 
ſtayed .on\thee, becauſe be truſtetb in thee; | 
If. 26,4... For. the. King  trufteth in the 


' . Lord, and through the mercy of .God he : 


fall. not be moved,” faith King . David, 
Plal.*21. 7. and therefofe .he proteſts. 
thus, - For, ny. brethren. and companions - 
ſakes, I will . now ſay; Peace..be within : 
#6ge,. Plal. 122..8, But who were theſe - 
| 6 _ 
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Met whom. the King honoured thus, 


" 
"YL 
” 
: 


| to account, his. Royal Brethren; and 


worthy. Companions ?: Not ſuch as the- 
ſons-of Zeraiah, that-were his Couſins, 
and were too hard for him, 2 Sam. 3.39: 
that were bloody Men, and Murder- 


_erers of: Princes, nor fuch-. as. Hamas, . 


the Agagite, Companion to:King Aba- 

ſuerus, that plotted and contrived the mur-. 
der of all Gods people in one day, Eſth. 3. 
8,9. nor ſuch as Doeg, the Edomite, 


_ thatat Saw!'s Command, butcheredvhe 


Priefts of the Lord, even : fonr ſcore and” 
froe perſons that did wear a Linnen Ephod. 
I'Sam. 22.18, in:bs eyes all. ſuch wile 
perſons were. contemned, Plal: 15. 4. as 


* David .profeſſeth, he would know no ſuch + 


wicked perſonss, they ſhould not tarry in bs 


ſehr, Pſal.. Ion. 4.7. But he tells us, 


'T am companion to all.them that fear thee, 


to therms.that keep thy precepts, Plal. 119. 
63, 65. tothe Saints that are in thegarth, 
aud to the excellent, in whom is all my de= 
light, Plal. 16. 3. why fo?.Becaulſe the 

Law of God is in hisHeartz what Law? * 


"The Law of Peace. Great | peace have + 


they that love thy Law, and notbing ſhall . 
offend them, Pla}. 119. 165. Then there 
{ball be nobreaking in-(by foreign In- 
vaſion) nor going.out=( by ah 56 a? 
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, (86) 3 
Infurrection) no complainipg. in our 
Streets: Happy 1hut people rBat's inf} * 
 ſuch's caſe (the Pſalwifh corre&s him-|' 
 felf)) yea, 'ba Ap that people whoſe God 
4s the Lord, Pal. T44: T5." whoſe peace 
 . rules in their RS 0nd LIT rh 
* Zak] HA, \FIOLS V6 Out? $3, G40) x 
© My ſeeorid Addreſs ſhall 'be in*all}. 
 dne Reverenice 'dnd' Humility, to"the 
"Right Honourable'the' High Court'of 
| Patjiament, 'confiſting of Lords and 
. Commons. EE BH 
* Twill with Yeremiab the Prophet, 


© et menntd the great Mev, "and ſpeak unto 


th:m (T hope with better © acceptance. 
and Succeſs than he'did ) for they have 
known the way of the Lord, and thegnds- 
rent of their God, Jer. 5. 5. are better 
' acquainted with it, having had better 

:* breeding, and: means bf inſtrudtion, | 
- than others of meaner Eftate'?” Let rbe 
Peace of God rule it your Hearts, 
unto which ye are all called in'one-Bo- 
dy pelitick: That ye all [peak the ſame 

thing, that there be no diviſions aming || 
you, but that you be perfetth joyned toge- 
ther in the ſame mind, and 1 the [ame 


. wv 
4 


judgment, as the' Apoſtle charges the'Co- 


. 


ot * 


-zinthions*by the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


"4 *Cer, I, 10, That There \be in none of 
, - YBRCLF T3 \ SOEDEET " You ; 


\ 
\ 


. 
* 
2 o 
" , 195,40 
iS eee BN add ve, et. 
y \ # id . 4 4 \ we, » 4 


Jou ant evil haart of unbelief, in departs 
inf” ing from the living God: Or amongſt you” 
ja profane perſon, as Eſau, to ſell bz bitth- 
di right for'a Meſs of Popery, as he did 
cell for 4 weſs of Pottage, asthe Apoſtle Ipeaks, . 


Heb. 3..12: and ch. 12.16. 


- *. You are the moſt ſolemn Repreſen- 


> 


tative of our Church and State; , our 


Law-makers, and living Laws, - are *. | 


moſt honourable Aſſembly of Ghrilti- - 


ans under Heaven at this day, an Af. 
ſ{embly of Philoſophers and Divines 
. *::M | 7 
yea,” of Kings and Prieſts. unto Go the. 
Father, and bis Chriſt, Rev. 1. 6...You 
ars our firſt born, ' that have a double. 
portion of Honour put upon you.a- 
bove your Brethren, to bs our Rulers 
and Law-givers, to ule te Apoe's 
words, You are @ choſen Generation, a 


_ . royal pricſt-hood, & holy nation, @ peculiar 


people ;that ye ſhould ew forth the praiſes 
of him, that hath called you out of darh- 
neſs unto his marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2.9. - 
As thoſe that fate there before you a- 
bove an Hundred and Twenty Years - 
ago, were like ſo many Zcrobabels (that 
led the people of .God, trom Caldegn 
to Babylon) that laid the tonndatian” 
of 9ur Reformation upon Carilt, ano- 
thed foundation no man cuntay, 1 Cor j p 
aith. 
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_ ith the 4poF77:) and his truth, and} 15 
| ſounded: by the Trumpet of the Goſ,] 7 
"el, 2 :air retreat, from Revd ol 
Babylon; the mother of Harlots, and a+ | 
 bominations of the earth, Rev. 17. F. 
the miſtreſs of Witchcrafts, that ſelleth: 
rations through ber whoredoms, and fami- 
lies through ber witchcrafts, Nah. .3+-4-\ 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks) ſo God hath 
called you together ;. that your Hands: 
may finiſh it, that ye may brmg forth 
 Fhe. bead-ſtone thereof with ſhouting, cry- || 
ing, Graee,. grace unto it, as the Angel 
ſpeaks, Zach. 4. 7. That ſhe that i your'. 
Enemy may ſee it, and ſhame may cover” 
her, Mic. 7.10. That ſhe may be removed, 
that nothing of her be left among us 
of her Idolatry and Superſtition. Put - 
your ſelves in array againſt French Ba- 
bylon, round about all ye that tred the-| 
bow, fhoot at her, ſpare no Arrows, for 
ſhe hath ſinned againſt the. Lord, faith - 
the-Prophet, Fer. 5o. 14. 

Some. rubbiſh that eſcaped our firſt 
Reformers, was left in the. fall of fo- 
ancient and great a Building, which : 
remains yet- untaken away, but in- 
cumbers the Ground 3 . which in the : 
Prayers that we are commanded to-ule : 
im our Monthly Faſts, run thus3 . name-- 


ly, . 


(0). 
id | ly, inthe Prayer for the High Court of 
of Parkament. 5863 


i. That all things may be fo order- 

«:ed,,.and ſettled. by their endeavours, 
f pon: the beſt and ſureſt. foundati- 
# | © ons, that Peace and Happineſs, 
4, | © Truth and Juſtice, Religion and Pie- 
hl © ty may be eſtabliſhed among us 
I; | © from all Generations: Now ano- 
þ | ther Foundation of Peace and Happi- 
r. | neſs can.no Man lay, than Chrift and 
1 | his Word, We need not fend'to Rozme, 
» | - nor any where elſe, for any thingthat 
--| concerns Religions The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. 10. 8. and we 
are built upon the foundation of the 
| Apoſtles, and Prophets, Feſws Chrift bim- 
- | ſeff being the hid ne ſtone, Eph.2.2c.. 


| In the Prayer for the reformed 
Churches, © Purge all'thy- Churches 
© trom. their Dreggs, and make them 
« meet for. a glorious Deliverance, that. 


all the World may fee, that Sal 


* vation belongs to our God, 


Inthelaſt Prayer: © Give us Grace 
_ * Lord, ſeriouſly to lay to keart the 
6 great 


"* 


(90) | 
* great dangers we are in,  b Our 
Fe! unhappy Diviſions, "take: rt all 
” - hatred and prejudice, and Whit 
© ever may hinder ,us, , from Godly 
og « Uaton and Conga en cs, =, theſs 


:** is brit one Bod Nick 
of our det ne 


«<-and-one Hope 

& Lord, 'ons Faith,: one Baptiſm one 
« God, "and Father oftis all;ſfo we may. 
cc hencefbreh be all of one Heart, $20 
**of., one Soul, ' united” in” one 

'& ly Body of Trvth a" Peace, a 
*Paith and Charity, and niay with | 


; $6) Lala Mind FA. I LONG ek ali | 


Sy —apa>s wnnks SALA AV AUELLLL HGEVILALLY 


6 thee, O God, through Jeſus' "Thrilt 
_ our Lord, . mens. 


5 » 


The. ike. Exgiamoby'! are” in hþ 
Pra yer. for the whole State  bfChrit 5. 
Churah AJlitarit here on Earth- | 

Let us Yeal plainly with G6d and 
our own Conlciencez, and thoſe to 
whom theſe Prayers are, recommen- 
ded, unleſs we think to pleaſe © God, 
and Men, witha few fair wotds of 
Devotion, when, eur Heagg is is fat from 
him, and. the; performange of Teſs 
things we pray for, as the Eaff is 
from the Weſ#.3 Be not SAR (1zith 
ws * Apafie) God will not h Mechus, 

Ga 
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| , words behind us, andtaking his name 


hs R's - 
Gal.6.6, however,we may deceiveMen 
with words ſmoother than butter, bat ar 
3 in the heart, with words ſofter than 


R 


J 21. Is not this a caſting of.. God's 


in vain? That lays us open to thatſur. 
I prizing expreſſion of our Lord, exore- 
f :40 eff, have ye not reaſon to fear the 
| Lords Cenfſure of the Elders of [/rae/, 
that came and. fate before Ezekiel in 
Babylon, concerning whom, the word 
ofthe Lord came unto him, : ſaying, 
Son of man, theſe mm pave jer up ineir 1= 
dols in their hearts, and put the ſtumbling 
block of their iniquity before. their face ; 
ſhould I be enquired of at «ll by. them? 
_ Exek- 14, 3: And that: of the Prophet 
Feremiah, that from the Prophets of Jeru- 
flalem, hypocrifie is gone - out into: all. the 
land, Jer. 23.15. If we build continu- 


| ally by -our praGtice, that which wont 


ſeem to deſtroy ſo folemaly by our. 
Prayer, what do we, make of. our 
{elyes in the Eyes of the World, but 
'Tranſgreflors ? Gal. 2. 18. Children, in: 
whom is:/no faith, Deut, 32. 20. 

What then are theſe Dreggs wede- 
fire God todeliver us from 2 Are they 


net the zemainder of our natural Cor-. 
ruption, 


ojl, yet are they drawn ſworgs, Plal. 55. 


CY 
ruption, and the fin which doth foes: 
ſily beſet us within, and of Popery with« 
out, that have been a ſnare to us, and 
removed our Souls far from Peace, 
that we may be delivered from them, 

as well as other reformed Churches, ' 

Again, What are theſe great dan- 
gers that we are in by our unhappyDri 
viſion; for the laying of which ſeriouf-' 
ly to Heart, we beg God's Grace ? 
Are they about matters of no value, 
that in the ballance of the - SanQuary 
have Tekel written on them, as being. 
altogether higher than Vanity? Are }|« 
we like the Manlying in a ditch,pray- Þ « 
ings Lord have mercy upon me,and yet will } * 
not ſtir Hand nor Foot to help 'him- || 
ſelf out. If we will not prevent theſe 
dangers, when we know what the late 
attempt to remove the occaſion of them 
coſt theſe Nations, that were ſore af- 
flicted, and forely toſſed with the tem- 
peſt of a long bloody War, and not: 
fully comforted to this day. 

Again, © Take away all Hatred and 
© Prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may. 
© hinder us from. Godly Union and. 
"* Concord. | 


# 


And 


& Rs 
And we will part with nothing by 
tf our good Will, that may pleaſe many. 
I good pecple, and. can never tend to_ 
Cy the real damage of any, but add more 
{vel ſtill to the old hatred and prejudice, 
> & until that be raken out of the way, by 
| which the oflence cometh, that may 
- | kindle a fire that will never be quench- 
i :d, and feed a worm that ſhall never die, 
"E Mar. 9. 46. from: which Judgment. 
* f the Lord deliver us, SO 
Lafily, ** All the terms of Union 
® of Peace, and Love, in Heaven and 
* Earth, are muſtred up together, 
8 © one Lord, one Faith; one Baptiſm, 
"| © one God, &c. many. Vanities ; that 
| © we may with-one .Mouth, and: ons 

I © Mind, glorifie God, &c. 


Here a Man would think, (7/ there 
be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any cora- 
fort in love, if any fellowſkip of the Spi- 
rit, if any bowels or mercies, if any truth 
#n men,) Phil..2. rt. that we are re- 
lolved now to fill the Evangelical 
Prophecy of Zephany, to ſerve the Lord 
with a pure lip, and with one. ſhoulder, 
2 3+ 9. With Uniformity of Do- 
arine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline ; 
that. there - 1047 be one 1.Lyd , and 

| | ke Ie. 


bis name owe, accordin 
Prophet, Za@h:'14. 9: 


g to that of the 


communaed ths fo pitt up -tboſe [wee 


words 'to God, in truth and fimplicity of 


Heart, Amen: That we may not be ſaid 
to have a form 'of godlineſs, 2 Tim,3; 5. 


ia ontward delineation of piety, of 


peace and' unity, denying the power 


and praCtiſe of it; (as the Apoſtle ſpetks) 
- or as Feremiah, They bave healed tht 


| burt of the Daughter of the my 'peoply 


lighted, ſaying, peace, peace, when therg 


Was 110 peate, Jer. 6. x4- and thoſe that 


are required to' make their Addrefles 


to' Godin theſe words, ſay, Haft thou | 


Mterly rejec#ed Judah? bath thy ſoul loatbed 


_ . Zion? why haſt thou ſmitten us, and 


there is n0 healing for us 2 we looked for 
peace, and there is ni good, and for a time 
of * healing, and behold trouble; Jer. 14. 
19. ''Then'faid 1, ab Lord.God, ſurely. 


\ \ ; \ 


thou" bat greatly deceivid" this people, and 


Lord; put thid beart'is thoſe that bavs 


a 1 : 
( ; 


cet oc Ba , tne =. rl bag Ba 3. £za S; » 


Jeruſalem,” ſaying, ye ſhail -bave pract, 


whereas the ſword reachith unto the ſoul, 


\Now,moſt nobfe Lords and Commons, 
Since God hath endued many of you 
with excellent parts of learning of all 
forts, and=Wiflom, both *Theorical 


and. 


man, in 


and: all the 


7 RON 2, Boe, Se > 


FOE 


"1 Pratical , above all” the Sari drains 
[nes © 


44 Y nods, FD that 
in, He plain, Country- | 
| demionlf fration of. the Spirit 
and. Wowar. che the ig eniſh 
Phyls op hers, More, than al It che three. 
ae and: Ei Ee Fat 5-4 that: 
ere, theres: Y Rule in the 
Far 0 Go e.cver rlaffing Go- 
ſpel ix IQ Gol, alle de "Enplie licity of it, 
C Sed Teacher of it; 
in allowing them a'jult Maintainatice 
for their Supportation, that they may be - 
es in the 68 2 of t. the Lord, 2Ebr. 
41;( as HezeE jab ; Is. recorded i tob&e 
_ his Reign): according to this 


of N Yue 


of 7d  Apobtle, Let him that is taugh 


in the word, communicate to him that 
teacheth in all good things, which Ltaks 

to be” the Patent of Th Miniſters !o 
the 'Goſpe l. The, gleanings of, your 


Grape BE 27 better than the ifitage 


Countrys, - where .there is 4 
ER wo Provition for their Mini: 
ters, , many able Men of yours have 
ſinall allowance, even for the meaneſt 
Imployments, all 'Tyth. being | lock'd 
up in the Hands of Tmpropriatarns in 
many p laces, and nothing ket of the 


Ipoil, put te old OREN * © The Ne- 
thimims 


» 
. 
. 
\ 


(96) 


imployed, to be Hewers of Wood, 


and Drawers of Water for 'the Alter” 
| of Cod hall a far more plentiful pro-' 
viſion for 'thernſelves and their Fami- | 
lies, that many of your moſt pain 


ful Miniſters have at this day, that 


labour in the Ward and Doftrine, as the, 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim, 5.17. Prove me. 
mow herewith, ſaich the Lord of. hoſts + 


3: 


if I will not open you the windows of 
| Heaven, and pour out 4 bleſſing: that. 


there ſhall not be room enough to receive 


#1 Mal. 3, I Os That he may cauſe the | 


bleſſing to reſt in thive Houſe, faith the 
Prophet Ezekiel, <<, 44. V. JO. WE TLTY 


: 


More over moſt noble Patriots, that 
are called to fit on Thrones of Judg- 


ment (for ſuch a time as this) whete 


many . of your Pregenitors, Parents, 
Kinſmen, dear Friends, fellow-Sub- | 


jets, and"Country-men, did ſitabove 
Fifty, years ago! that were. able Men, 
fearing God, and honouring the King, 
that were zealous for God, and vali- 
ant for his truth, as ye are all ths day, 
AR. 22.3. that reſiſted all inevitati- 
ons ofi Church and State, even wunto 


Blood, Ueb 12, 4. in themſelves, and 


2 


* thimims that were of two forts, . the. 
Gibeonites, anc the Levites, that were 


others, 
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others, to prevent the ſetting up rhe 
image of Tealouſte, that provokes to Fea- 
louſie, Ezek. 8. 3. which was like to 


bring the calamities of Eſau upon them, 
Ter. 49. 8. and their poſterity after them, 


thar they might not be called the border of 
iniquity, the people, againſs whom the 
Lord hath Indignation for ever, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Let not all the trouble 
ſeem little to you, that bath come upon 
rr, our Kings, on our Princes, 0n our - 
Prieftc, and on our Fathers, andon ali the 
people, Neh. 9. 32, ſince the time of 
King Charles the I. 2h/e ſhield (inthat 
combuſtion) was vitely caſt away, 252m» 
I. 21, aS1t he bad not been anointed 
with Oyl, as David laments the vio- 
lent Death of Saul, leſt theſe things 
ſhould be revived, and advanced with 
a high Land, that cauſed ſuch aliena- 
tion of affe&ion, and bitter deſiructi- 
on of many Perſons and Families, in 
theſe three Kingdoms. 

You have, like the Nobles of T2, 


q civen their evidence to the contrary 


Thas when Popery was illuing upon 
us like a mighty Sercam, Root, and 
Branch, in all the pajts ang Pendics 
of it;Then they had ſwallowed us up qu c#, 
when their wrath was kindled again} 
| vp FO 


(96) 
* thimims that were of two forts, the 
Gibeonites, and the Levites, that were 
imployed to be Hewers of Wood, 
and Drawers of Water for the Alter 
of Cod.t had a far more plentiful pro- 
viſion for themſelves and their Fami- 
lies, than many of your moſt pain- 
ful Miniſters have at this day, that 
labour in the Wird and Doftrine, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Tim, 5. 17. Prove me 


mow herewith, ſaich the Lord of hoſts ; |; 


if I will not open you the windows of 


Heaven, and pour out a bleſſing: that 


there ſhall not be room enough to receive 
it ; Mal. 3, to. That he may cauſe the 
bleſſing to reſt in thine Houſe, ſaith the 
Prophet Ezekiel, ch. 4.4. wv. 30. 

More over moſt noble Patriots, that 
are called to fit on Thrones of Judg- 
ment (for ſuch a time as this) whete 
many of your Pregenitors, Parents, 
Kinſmen, dear Friends, fellow-Sub- 
jects, and Country-men, did ſitabove 
Fifty. years ago! that were. able Men, 
tearing God, and honouring the King, 
that were zealous for God, and vali- 
ant for his truth,” as ye are all tha day, 
Act. 22,3. that reſiſted all inevitati- 
ons on Church and State, even wunto 
Blood, feb 12, 4. in themſelves, and 

* other Sg 


ka 


( 97 ) 
others, to prevent the ſetting up 74: 
17,770 of Tealcuſie e, Fat provok es to Fea: 
[.uſie, Ezek. &. 3. Which was liks tO 
brins the calamities of Eſau upon them, 
Jer. 49s 8, aud their poſterity ajtet ther, 
tha they might not be called the border 0 
iniquity. the people, agamſs whom be 
Lor -d bath Indionaticn for ever, as the 
Pr: "eu ipeaks, Let not all f-+e trouble 
| ſeern |, "ls 70 you, that bath come po; 
rw, cur Ninns, On our Princes, On 0 
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268: Then the waters (of Mara, of bitter, | 


neſs) had overwhelmed ws, the ſtreay 
(of Idolatry and Superſtition) had gon 
over our Soul, Plal. 124+ 3, 4. They: 
like fo many Moſes's you ſtood in the 
breach to reſiſt Satan, and all Iniquity, 
and toturh away God's wrath from 
his People, occaſioned by the golden 


Calf; or as ſo many reſolute, and ſelf. 


denying Levites, of whom. it is-Writ- 
ten, That he ſaid to his Father, and 
'to his Mother, I have not ſeen them ; 
neither did he acknowledge his Bre- 


thren, nor knew his own Children, 
when a Proclamation was made by 
Moſes, through all the Camp of 1/rael, 
Who z on the Lords fide? Jet him come un« 
to me, Exod. 32. 26. Inall thele things, 
you have approved your ſelves, the 


. faithful and true Servants of God: 


Be it ſpoken to the glory of God, and 
.recorded , among your Archives for 
your honour, and of your poſterity for ' 


.ever; that-you did really thus, with 
all your . high, and low Court-Relati- 
ONS. 

Ye have ſeen alſo that Prophecy 
of Taiab, attually fulfilled in the Roy- 
al Perfon.of our King, when the ene- 
my ſhgll. come in like a flood, the Spirit 
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nn 


S., G7. "00 + eo Veen #23” "8 
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Wore Wl” } Wl ez 0g + 


Bf the Lord ſhall lift up a Standard '«- 


nainſt him, Iſa. 59.. 19, put himo 
fights by whom 2 But by our King 


J/illam, whom God hath made + 


to- be his Standard-bearer, againſt the 


IMan of Sin, and Son of Perdition, 


in Honour and Obedience to him, 


fthatis ſtyled, The ftandard-bearer among 
£124 thouſand, Cant. F- V- Io, 


Bleſfled be the Lord God of 17 ae!, 
that hath in love to us all, ſet his own 
King over us, to afiſt you in all things 


that may do molt good: In whatjo- 
Bwver things are true in whatſoever things 


are hone#F, in whatſoever things are love- 


fy, in whatſeever things are of good re- - 


port, if there be any wertue, if there be any 


Bfraiſe, that je may think on theſe things 


with him, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Phz1, 


hk. V. 8, - = 
| What God faid to David, P/al. 2. 
$1hs « my King, generally he faith it 


of all that be like to David, for he 


'Fis the ſame. 


The King, whoſe Heart is uprigtc 
with God, as was David's, (the tem- 


{per whereof you may fee, P/al. ror. 


and Pal. 131. as touching the Admini- 
{tration of the Common-wealth, and 
2. tus 


-" .100-) 


his own Perſon and Family ; but morell, 


excellently, as in his duty to Godin 


lure themſelves of fafety and protegz. # 
| MPra 


Or -irom the treachery and power gf 


a 
the whole 119th. P/alm,) Sucha Kill! 
3s God's King himſelf, fach may aff" 


4 


their Adveſaries, as P/a/m 144. 10. þ'** 


x be that giveth ſalvation unto ſuch King, 
that delivered David hu ſervant from thy 
hurtful hurs of Sau), and all-vis enemies, 
as the title of the 18th. P/almz bears, * 

And without flattery, be it ſpoken, 


if God have any Juch King 1n the 
World, it is our King, as he hath well 
declared, even by that very Argument 


of Prote&ion, from ſuch villainous 


Pradices, as were contrived againſt 


him, andſnch eminent dangers, that 
he expoſed himielt unto, . both by Sea 


and Land, tothem, that: can, or will 


mark no other reaton. | 

. Certainly, if Str, it Jeruſalem, if 
Trac] were beholding to the Lord for 
giving them the honour above all 


other Nations, to be ruled by this 


Kings We are in the fame debt, to 
whom the beſt King in this World 
hath been given by him, and then 
given, when we feared the worſt of 
all extremities, that we could ima- 


g1NC 3 


ls | 
he: 


( 101 ) 


ine ; when there ſeemed to be but a 
Weep between us'and rutn, which 1 


wrice not, to puff us up with Pride, 
nor Himſelf, whole, not the leaft 


y » 


Praiſe is, that he delizhes not in the 
hearing of his own Praile, but to make 


us thankiul, and to ir us up to'pray 


heartily . to God* for him ; thar''he 
would keep his Mind in him for ever- 


more, and confirm his love to him tor 


ever: Bleſs, Lord, his [ub[tance, and ac- 
Yep; 2he work of his Hands (tor thy 


Church and People ) ſmite through the 


"| Loynzs of thoſe that riſe up -againſ} hin, 


and of them that hate him, that they rile 


W-10 207, which is Moſes's Prayer for 


Levi, Deut. 33. 11. S223 David's Prayer, 
1 Chron. 29. 18. O Lyrd God of Abra- 
ham, aac, and lirael cur Fathers ; keep 
they for ever in the Imagination of the 
Thoughts of the Heart of thy People, and 
prepare their Heart unto thee, that at 
length our Eyes may behold that joy= 
ful fight ' That ' Mercy and Truth are met 
together, what Righteonſneſs and Peace have 
kiſſed each other, Vlal. 85. 10, (as the 

P/almift fpeaks and the full Accom- 

pliſhment of that Evangelical Promiſe, 

Violence ſh:ll be no more heard in thy 
Land, Wefting nor Deſtruftion within 
| 2 thy 


- 


(-I60 


15 Own Perion and F: Ys but t mor, 


o 


exccilently, as in. his d ty to God; 


t22 whole 119th, Palm.) Sicha Kir 


's God's King himfeif, fuch may af 
are themicives of fafety and proteq;. 
0:1 irom the treachery and power of 
their Advelarics, as P/alima 144. Io. þ 
-r be TRAE: IX iwerh Jar vation unty ſwch King, 
that d:bvered David bs JuD 7  fromth 
bit lft, } but þ J. $4 Gs and all- S 670771 
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] rack were boholding tO the Lord jor 
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g/g ten tne honour above all 
other Nations, to be Tried by thi 
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thy Borders, that Men may eall our Wall; 
Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe, Ha. 60, 
x18. that when he reſts from his Ly 
bours, his Works may follow him. 


My next Addreſs is to you, my Re. 


verend Brethren. of the Miniſtry «f 
the New. Teſtament, to you in « h 

manner is the Word of his Salvation ſent, 
Acts 15. 26. (as the Apoſt/e 1peaks to 
the Church of Corinth) being by na- 


ture as hateful to God, and hating one 
another, Tit. 3. 3. asthoſe that arecm-. 


bodied with you. Let the Peace of God 
rule in your Hearts, into which ye are cal. 


Jed ( not only in one Body Myſtical, 


as all Chriſtians are, but allo) into ong 
Body Eccleſiaſtical, and be ye thank- 
ful, thai ye be all of one Mind, 1 Cor, 


r. 1c. We are Embaſladors for Chrift, 


tha Prince of Peace, the Nihg of 
Peace, upon whoin, the Chaſti/erqent of 


our Peace was laid, ila. $63: Fo That C418 
and preached Peace to you that were afar 


off; and to thems that were near, laith 
the Apoftle, Epb. 2. I7. and hath left 
us a Legacy of Peace, ,0d hath commit- 
ted unto us the Ifiniſtry of Reconciliaticn, 
2 Cor. 5. 19. ihe Goſpel of Peace, Rom, 
10. 15; O that it might be ſaid of us 
under the New Teſtament, as he ſpeaks. 

ol 


(C/al 7 


of 


; (#03). 


Jof Levi in the Old ; He walked with 


me in Peace and Equity, and did turn 
many from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6, 

Let us be diligent jn our Maſter's 
works like faithful and wiſe Stewards, 
whom our Lord hath} made Rulers over 
his Houſhold, to give them their por- 
tio off meat in their due ſeaſon; Bleſſed 
are thoſe Servants, whom our Lord when 
be cometh ſhall find ſo doing 3 of a Truth 


Iſay unto you, that he will make them 


Rulers of all that be hath, Luk. 12. 42, 


4.2, 44+ That we may recover poor Sin- 
ners out of the Snare of the Devil, who 


| are taken Captives by him at his Will, 


2 Tim. 2. 25. That hen the chief Shep- 
berg ſhall appear, we may be found of 
bim in Peace, without ſpot, and blame- 
leſs, and receive a Crown of Glory, that” 


| fadeth not away, 1 Pet. 5.4; 2 Pet. 3,14« 
| That being Teachers, ſent of God, to 


teach the way of God in Truth, may 


| ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 


and by turning many to Righteouſneſs, as © 
the Stars for ever and ever, as the Pro- 
phet Daniel ipeaks, Dan, 12, 3+ 
_ Nowy' fince God by this "Texts as © 
by the tenor ofthe whole Book of God, 
calls us to Peace, how many of cur. 
Profeſſion are counted the greateſt 

4 Eng 


+. 0:14.) 

'Femies to it in the whole Kingdom? 
as being neither Peace-makers, . nor 
Peace-keepers with our Neighbours ; 


but by Auſterity and Severity, exact. ; 


ing our dues to the utmoſt Farthing, 


with Juch rigour, as the Sous of Eli, 


did uſe, that were Sous of Belial, and 
knew nt the Lord, 1 Sam. 2. 12, Con: 
trary to that Spirit of the Goſpel, 
which Chriſt's own Diſciples were 
ignorant of, whey they 2culd have con- 
ſumed the Samaritans with Fire from 
Pl: aUVen, AS Elija in did the Guards 0 

| Ahaziah, Ink. og. 55. and putting their 
Pariinioners into the Court often, for 
very {mall matters, as if they ſought 
not them, but theirs, fo contrary to the 


Apple, as if Deſtruction and Milery 
vieic in their ways, and the way q 


Peace they had not known, - as the Apo- 
fe tpeaks of the Gentiles, Rom. 3. 17, 
rience it is in the firſt place, that Men 


profper not under the means of Grace; 


as thinking it impollible, that the {ame 
Fountain ſhould at the ſame place; or 


[pring-head, ſend forth ſweet Water, and 


bitter, as St. Fames ſpeaks, Fam. 3. 1. 


{nd that Men abhor the Otterings 


of the Lord, as if all ſoughe their own, 


64 not the things which are J eſis Chriſts, 


Phit. 


(1&3, 
Phil. 2. 21, which the T1/raelites are re- 
corded to have done of old tor the 
vileneſs of © their Prieſts, that with 
Force and Cruelty ruled over them; ' 
and many depart from them, with In- 
dignation, to more peaceable Aflem- 
blies of Chriſtians, wirchout any Pur- 
poſe to return, becauſe their Shepherds 
have cauſed them to go «ſtray, as the 
Prophet Feremiah ſpears, ch. 50.6 

And fince our Liturgy that we read 
daily, is fo full of good Prayers, Col- 
les, and Requeſts for Peace, that God 
who 15 the Author of Peace, and lover 
of Concord, would give. to all Nati- 
ons. Unity, Peace, and Concord : Let 
tnis Charity begin at home, and lt ws, 
With car Apoſtle, follow aſter the things 
hat make (moſt) for Peace, and the 
things wherewit) we may edifiz cne and- 
ther, Rom. 14. 17, 19, and ye' {hall 
be named the Prieſts of the Lord, Men 
ſhall call you the Miniſters of cur God, 


7e (hall eat the Riches of the Gentiles, and 


in thew Glory ſhall ye boafF your ſelves, 
as the Evangelical Prophet ſpeaks, Ila, 
GI. 6, left the Lord divide us in Jacob, 
and [catter us in lirael, as be did Simeon 
and Levi, that were 'Brethren in Evil, 
(but.not in any good). to their parpee-" 

£3; toal- 
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101305 to 1t in the whole Kingdom ? 
2; being neither Peace-makers, tor 
Leace-keepers with our Neighbours ; 
DD: fterity and SEVCTIty, eX2: 
Cs T9 the utmoit Parting 
with Tic h P gour, as the Suns of Eli, 
dia uſe, that were Sous of Belial, and 
knew nit the Lerd, Sam. 2.12, con: 
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ritans with Fire from 
Plewen, as Elijah did the Guards of 
Atnazialt, TR. 9.-55. 
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tual infamy 3 remembring always, that. 
he that ſoweth Diſcord among Bre- 
thren, .is one of the ſeven things thes are. 
an Abomination to the Lord, as Solomon: 
ſpeaks, Prov.6, 16. 

Again, our Brethren, that -profeſs 


the Sap Faith of Chriſt crucified. 
with us, yet diflent from us in fome. 
Externals, and Circumſtances about 
Religion ; lay to our charge, that we: 


hang all our Religion, and Miniltra- 


tion, upon certain ſtinted Forms, and 
Canonical Offices, upon. Perſons and. 
Places, Times, Canonical Hours, Ve- | 


ſtares, Poſturezand Geſtures, prin and 


that ander the Fig-leaves of Formali- 


ty. in the- worſhip. of God, we cover 


all Tniquity, as the Church of Rome. 


doth, whoſe whole Religion is nothing 


elſe, but a Congeries of fuch - infipid - 
fuk. And that of late, we were rea-. 
dy, upon the advance of Popery, to. 


turn Papifs, rather than part with our 


Livings, perceiving.. fome - to be. 


turned aſide already after Satan, like 
tallen Stars, and. chers with Demas, 
to forſake us, and embrace this preſent 
( Pop) h ) World, 2 Tim. 4. 10. . and 
a great many in Church and Srate, 


ready to ſwim with. the overfiow- 
ing. 


- 5 Sd SCIENTIST Ga 
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ing Tide of Antichriſt, the Apo=" * 

-Þ fe tells Timothy, That he knew that all 

ef they that are in Aﬀia, had turned away 

2 from him, 2 Tim. 1. 15. and ſpeaking 

F. of the AprPacy of the latter days, he 

S | faith, They ſhall turn away their Ears 
from the Truth, and ſhall be turned unto © 
(Popiſh) Fables, 2 Tim. 4.4. God te * 

CY merciſul unto us. 

& E dare not truſt my own Heart, - 

"| when TI think of Peter; but I hope 

dl} there would be found, even among 

Lf us, that enviouſly are ſtyled Confermiſts 

"| (th0* orr Works are not found perfett before 

4 God, 'Apoc. 2. 2.) as many, and more, 

© | that would have laid down their Lives 

| for the Word of God, and Teſtimony 

* 4 of Jeſus, as laid down their Livings; to '* 

S | avoid Men's Traditions and Com- 

1 | mandments; that they might not min- 

” | gle with the Fountain of Tae, to de- 

21 filethe Waters of the San&uary. Such, 

t ] JImputations as theſe muſt needs cauſe 

- | the Ambaſſador of Peace to weep bitterly, 

- | as the Propher ſpeaks, Ja. 33-7. But 

> | we expat better things of them, and 

| accompanying Salvation ( that thus 

LY cenfares us ) though they differ from 

» | vs in the outward mode of Rehgion, 

which is various in all Countries, and - 

ſpeak * 


ales 1 6 


All of us, car Mothers Children being an- || 
gry with as, Cant. 1, Ge They fit aud. 


talk azainſt their Brethren, and ſlander 


ther own Mithers Sens, Plat. 50. 20; Þ 
we know that e are paſſed from Death 


to Life, . becauſe we love the Brethren, 
faith St. Fobn, 1 Joh, 3. 14; and with 
Chriſt's Brethren, we hope to go to their 
Father, and our Father, to their God, and 


cur. God, Joh, 20,17. with as ſincere 


Affe&ion, and Brotherly Love, Gen. 33. 


15.as Poſeph ſh2wed, that was ſeparated _ 
from his Bretiiren for a while, haz he 
might enjoy them. for ever, Philem. 15. 


But beſides all this, they have ſome- 
what elite againit many of. us; that 


if throughly weighed, and laid in the 


ballance of the Sanfluary, wonld be hea- 
wvier than the Sand of the Sea, as Job's Pa- 


thetick Phraſe is, . Fob 6.2, 3; That: 
2e leave eur Flocks, and ſtarve them, 


beins callcd by God and Man to the Mi- 


niſtry of the Goſpel, tomo. other end and. 


\ 
] 
| 
| 


PLurpoſe \but to feed them, to feed the Church + 


of God, which hz hath purcoaſed with 
{is on Blud, faith the Apitle, AG. . 


29, 28, to the Eiders of the Church 
of ' Epheſus, in his laſt Viſitation at 
Aliletus: And whereas it appears by 


the ftlt verle of the ſecond Chapter of | 
3 4 this . 
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_ this Epiltle, that the 4peſ#/e had never 
been among theſe of Coloſſe ; that they 
| had nit ſeen his Face-in the Fleſh, Col.2-1. 

It is to be marked how careful Pau! 
was; that being now in Priſon at Rome, 
under the Bloody Tyrant Nero, when 
he might well have. beet re 
from writing to other Churches, which 
himſelf had - planted, yet takes no li- 


berty ro himſelf of eaſe, but writes, 


eyen to theſe that he had never ſeen, 


and had not ſeen bis Face in the Fleſh . 
that if he could not, by reaſon of his 
| Endarance. Ceak to them, yet bis: 


T.etter might in{trudk them, and-con- 
firm them in them in the does = . 
and what. punilament ſhall chey be 
worthy of, . who being Ou oO is vr 
al C harges, have no regard to any 
thing, ſaving to the receiving of their 
Profits? As-for the initruction of their 


Flocks ;. they think it enough to al 
low 2” Ten Pounds a Year, the Tenth 


part perhaps of the whole Living, to 


' read them Prayers 3 and it they once 


or twice in a year {hail come to them, 
and give them. a Sermon, they think 


they have dilcharged their full Duty 


with advantage. I wonder how fach 
ſhould .not bluſh, to hear of the Aprfle's - 
Gilt-. 


- 


FAC oy A I 4a;*4 1 A "A Ap 
Tis Qi tin, CH? AA, LHICYH S Ci5:19 ; ena being (a1; « 
# ? \ & 
+ 4 V5 With H5, Cant, Þ > Go dhey fir and, 


y 

PROT 4 4 TS , ITS Þ MG 

AR rain their B CL IFCT2, and [iande 
bl S_h £ p, MA -. L "445 P f, l 

THOCHY  OWB- AVAGTLEY'S S325, P11. 5J 2. 2Z:05 


e know that we are paljed from Death 
T | Life, becauſe we love ihe Brethren, 
| FOO JL tk 

h St. Joon, 1 Joh, 2. IL. and with 
Cir! B's Brethr mn, We hope ro £0 To th, it 
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this Epiltle, that the poſits had never 
Deen among theie of "* al ſes that ther 
had not ſeen bis Face in the Fleſh, Col.2-1. 


It is to be marke go how careful Paul 


was; that being now in Prifon at Rowe 


\ Urs V3 
under the B Bloody * Fyrs nt Nero, When 
he might well have beenggcu/cd 
from writing to other Church which 
himielt had planted, yer takes no li- 
berty to himfcl of cats, but wrices, 
EVen to tnels that he had never leen 
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_ diligence, who 1s thus careſul, even in 
his Priſon-houſe, and* fo far off, for 
thoſe-he never ſaw : When they are 
thus carelels for thoſe, whom by all 
Laws of God and: Men, if not 


for Conſcience, yet for their Friends 


lake, Mþcy ought to regard, and not 
task them out to Journey-men and 


Hirelings, but the Unjuf} knoweth no 


ſhame, \aith the Prophet Zephaniah, 
Zeph. 3 5. and their own Shepherds pity 
them not, ſaith the Prophet Zachariah, 


Zach. 11.5. And to uſe the Phraſe of 


St. Fames 1n another Caſe, My Bre- 


thren theſe things ought not ſo to be, Jam. 


2. 10,-and that of Jos alſo in another 


Caſe, Thw ws an heinows crime, yea, it 2s 
an. Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Fudger, 
Job 31. 1x. and therefore it cries aloud 
to King and Parliament tor Reforma- 


tion as much, if not more, than any _ 


common Nuſance- whatſoever ; yea, 
to-God alſo (that frees not as Man 
ſees ) for Wrath and Ind:gnaticn, that 
by. a juſt reſentment of this common 
Error, practiced continually by a high 
Hand, His wrath may turn away from 
454. 2 Chron. 29. 10. as King Hezek;- 
ah ſpeaks to his Miniſters: My Sons, 

be not-. negligent, be not now deccrved, 


for 


; ea. wx & ks SO YI x 


( irr-) _— 
for the' Lord bath choſen you to ſtand be- 
fore bim, to. ſerve him, and that you ſhould © 


miniſter unto him, and offer burnt 
Incenſe, and Sacrifice : That of Ezekiel is 
very terrible; ye cat the Fat ,- and cloath 
you with-the Wool 5 ye full them. that are 


The Prophet goes on to the 1 1th. verſe, 
with fevereComminations,that concern 


the Shepherds under the Goipel (that 
are ſuch) as well as under the Law, 
for their Unfaithfuineſs to fo great a 


truſt ; being the greate!t under Hea- 
ven, even nolJeſs, than the Souls of 
Men, redzemed with the precious Blood 
of Chriſ, as St. Peter ſpeaks, 1 Pet, 1.19. 

My Ground of this Application is, 
a Rule and Maxim of Philoſophy, 
and right Reaſon. Arenre coders mods 
exiſtente, & eadem materia idem fetus, 
God changeth not, Mal.;. Now as Gal 
is the ſame, and Sin the fame, ſo we 
mult expect the like eifeds from the 


likecauſes ; the Principals of Sciences 


are external, and the Rules of guid» 
ing Souls to Bleſſe@nejs, molt immu- 
table of all the reſt: As God dealt 
with Iſrael, his peculiar People, fo will 


fed, but ye feed not the Flock, Ezek 34-7. wy 


he.deal with us, it we be like them. 


in their Sins we mult thank his Good- 
neſs 
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diligence, who 1s thus careful, even in 
his Priſon-houſe, and fo far off, for 
thoſe he never ſaw : When they are 
thus careleis for thoſe, whom by . all 
Laws of God and Men, if not 
for Conſcience, yet for their Friends 
lake, Mþcy ought to regard, and not 
task them out to Journey-men and 
Hirelings, but the Unju#i knoweth ng 
ſhame, faith the Prophet Zephaniah, 
Leph. 3 5. end their own Shepherds pity 
them not, ſaith the Prophet Zachariah, 
Zach. 11.5. And to uſe the Phraſe of 


St. James in another Caſe, My Bre- 


thren theſe things ought not fo to be, Jam. 
2. 10, and that of Fo# allo in another 
Caſe, This 7 an heinors crime, yea, it 25 
an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Fudger, 
Job 3x. 1x. and therefore it cries aloud 
to King and Parliament tor Reforma- 


tion as much, it not more, than any 


common Nuſance whatſoever ; yea, 
to God alſo { that fees not as Man 
ſees ) for Wrath and Ind:gnation, that 
by a juſt reſentment of this common 
Error, practiced continually by a high 
Hand, His 2rath may turn away from 
#5, 2 Chron. 29. 10. as King Hezek;- 
#h ſpeaks to his Miniſters: My Sons, 
be not. negligent, be nit now decuved, 


for 
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for the Lord hath choſen you to ftand be- 
fore him, to ſerve him, and that you ſhould 


miniſter unto him, and offer burnt 
Incenſe, and Sacrifice : That of Ezekiel is 
very terrible; ye cat the Fat, and cloath 
you with the Wool 5 ye kill them. that are 


fed, but ye feed not the Flock, Ezzk 34.2). ow 


The Prophet goes on to the 11th. verſe, 
with ſevereComminations,that concern 
the Shepherds under the Goipel (thar 


are ſuch) as well as under the Law, 


for their Unfaithiuineſs to io great a 
truſt ; being the greateit under tiea- 
ven, even no }efs, than the Souls of 
Men, red:emed with the precions Blood 
of Chriſ?, as St, Peter ſpeaks, 1 Pet, 1.19. 

My Ground of this Application is, 
a Rule and Maxim ot . Philofophy, 
and right Reaſon. Avent? coders modo 
exiſtente, &@ eadem materid ide fetus, 
God changeth not, Mel,;. Now as Coil 
is the fame, and Sin the ſame, io we 
mult expect the like eifeds from ths 
like cauſes ; the Principais of $Scignces 
are external, and the Rnjes of gaids 
ing Souls to BleſſeGneis, moir immu- 
table of all the reit; A5 God deait 
with Iſrael, is peculiar Peonle, fo will 
he.deal with -us, it we be liks tham 
in their v1ns 5 We inutt thank his Good 
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neſs for this much, we are too impu- 
dent, it we deſire, or pretend more ; 
therefor e, as he puniſhed them for al 
their Iniquities, Am. 3. 2. from the Land 
of Foypt, to this day, fo hach he juit 
caule co viſit us for our Iniquities, that 
are ſwoln to as great a + balk as they 
were before the laſt War : Give me 
leave to uſe here the words of Elihu 
to fob, At this my Heart tremsleth, and 
& removed out of his place, Job 361, 

Let us not flatter our ſelves Upon 
the gracious Afiiftance we have hither- 
to found in our miracitous Reftauratt 
on, An. 1660. Wwhicn we could not 
have lookt for 3 no, not in 2 Dream, 
LO De (ater io many fignal D Defeats) 
0.8 {ud den, made BlIOre tnan Cons 
querors, with all tlie faults that _ 


In wed us, even to; getting that we had 


twenty Y cars time for repentance al- 
lowed us, to waſin- us from our old 
Sins 3 Let. 1s n0t be h:gh minded (taith 
the Apoſtle ) but fear ; 1nde2d, If God 
be For us " can be againit oy {airh 
the lame Apoſiie, Rom. ; 3 2 
But how can he bs Friengls with 
vu, when we walk fo crois and perverſ- 
ly with him? this Name,that ought not 
to. b mentioned without? higheſt Re- 
VELo!lcgy 


CIT ): 

verence, x continually Blaſpiemed, Ta 
(2- 5. Nothing hated but Holineſs, 
and the Lovers of it made the Song of 
the Drunkards, and PÞy-word of 
the People ; and a detire to walk with 
God according to our Clriltian Pro- 
teflon, Soberly, Rigntcouſly, and Cedly, 
Tit. 2. 12, maQe a Geriftion all the 
day, &c. Neither let us think to ap- 
peale him, and hold his Friendihip 


with a few Sermons,. and Ceremonies 


of outward Services z as the tything of 
Mint, Cummin and Diil > when we 
negle Juſtice and Fidelity, a Goſpel 
Reformation of our Lives and Conver- 
lations, and the weighty things of the 
Law and Goſpel, as our Lord ſpeaks, 
Azetth. 21. 273. 

See what the Lord ſpeaks by the 


Prophet Feremiah ; For I ſpake not unto 
your Fathers, nor commanded them in the. 


day that I breuvht thera cut of the Land of 
Egypt, cencernving Burnt-offrings, and 
Sacrifices, But this thmg commanded [ 
them ; ſaying, obey my Voice, ana Ill 
be your God, and ys ſhall be my People.ant 
waik ye in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unte ot. 
Jer; 7. 22, 23, When in ths mean. 
time we hold his truth in Uarighte. 

OT ouinels, 


Tn < CET 7 | 
teoutTneſs, when I know not for what 


_ politick reipets, we prefer Muſical De- 


light, Am. 5.23. and Solemnity in his 


Service, before the Spirit and Under- 


ſtanding, 1 Cor. 14. 15, and Juſtifig by 
our practice, the Idol-Service, which 
we accuſe in our Books and Preaching, 
And pow, O ye Priefts, this Command- 
ment i for you (laith the Prophet Mal- 
chi) If ye will not hear, and if ye ill 


z10t lay it to heart, 10 give glory to my 


Name, - ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 1 will e- 
ven ſend a curſe upon you, and will curſe 


your Bleſſings ; yea, Thave curſed them | 
already, becauſe ye do not lay it to Heart, | 


Mal. 2. 1,2. 1ill daſh them, a Man 
againſt his Brother, the Father and the 


Son together, (ſaith the Lord) I will net 


pity, nor. ſpare, nor have mercy, but de- 
 feroy them, Jer. 13, 14. and 16, Give 
Glory .to the Lord God before he cauſe 


Darkneſs, and before your Feet | flumble 


_ upon the dark Mountains; and while ye 
look for Liph:, heturn it into the ſhadow 


of Death, and make it groſs Darkneſs. 


Theſe things are written for our admcni- 
tom, upon whom the ends of the World 
are come, 1 Cor. Io. 11, Excellently 
doth Ezra expreſs the Affe&tion, Re- 
ſolution, and Reformation ot the Tos 

alter 


( m5 ) 
after their Elcape and Deliverance 


| from Babylon; and return to Zion, with 


theſe words: And after all this is come 
upon i for our evil Deeds and for our great 
Tranſgreſſions ; ſeeing thou our God haſt 
puniſhed ms leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, 
and baft piven us ſuch a Deliverance 

as this ; ſhould we again break_thy Com- 
mand ments, and jojn in affinity with 
the people of theſe Abominations ? Wouldſt 
not thou be angry with us till thou haa57 
conſumed us, ſo that there fhreuld be no 
remnant nor eſcaping, FEz&k. 9. 13, 14» 
Let us take heed that we fulfill our Mini- 


ſtery ( as the ApoFtle exhorts Timorby ) 


2 Tim. 4. 5. that we loſe not. our 
Church it ſelf, wherein Men glory ſo 
much ( your Glorying az not good, laith.. 
the 4pofile )* x Cor. 5. 6. that it flee 


 940t away like a Bird, as the Glory of t 


Ephraim, from the Birth, and from the. 


| Womb, and from the Conceptign, as the. 


Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks, and our ſelves 
alſo. The Ds/enters (as we call them) - 
are like to ſteal it away from us, and 
leave us naked and bare, to read. 
Prayers to bare Walls, and empty 


 Pews, as many do already in City and 


Country. Behold your ho:ſe ſhall be leff 
to you deſolate (laich our Lord to the 


Fews) 


C 116 ) 


Tews) What houſe 2 The Prophet T/aiah 


tells us, Our Holy \and Beautiful Houſe, 
where our Fathers praiſed thee, 3 burnt 
up with Fire, and all our pleaſant things 


are laid waſte; the only Cathedral 


that God had in ail the World, winere- 
in was the Glorious Symbol of his 
Prelence. and the great Myltery ot 


Godlinef{, that prefigured Chriſt with 


all his Benefits : This was done aiter- 
wards by the Caldeans, He tells them 
farther, Therefore I {ay unto you, the 
Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be takey from 
jou, and given to a Nation, bringing 
forth the Fruits thereof, Mat th. 21, 42. 
Waohat is meant by this Kingwom of Hea- 
veu? The Church vilible ; the Phraſe 
often utcd in the beginning of St, Fobn's 
Preaching, and Chrili's, Matth. 2. 2. 
and 4.17. and in the Parable of the Sower: 
This Phraſe is taken from Daniel; And 
in the days of thoſe Kings ſhall tbe God 


of Heaven ſet up a Kingd: T2 


and the 
Kin 2don 


ſball wor Ve left f0 anorh Ver Pec- 
ple, "but it ſhalt Freak in pieces, and con- 
fur e all theſe Kingdoms, and it ſhall and 
for ever, Vans 2, 44 The Chu ch v1- 
ſible is now tO be mace up of the 
Gentiles, as of old of the Fes chiefly, 


our Lord having taxen down the W all 


ot 


SR P80 
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of Partition that was ſet up by God him- 
ſelf between them, why may not Men 
take down and demoliſh; even to the 
Foundation, the Wall of Separation, 
dawbed with intempered Mortar of 
Maiice and Envy, ſet up in their Heart 
againlt their Brethren, unlels there be 
 {uch a great Gulf fixed between them - 
- by it; fo that they which wonld paſs 
fron hence cannot, nor can they paſs 
to us, that would come thence, a5 Fa- 
ther Abraham fpeaks tothe rich Man in 
Hell,” that would fain have changed 
his Quarters and Poſt tor any Laſe 

or mitigation of pain, LiK 10, 25, 
The Evanzeillt Matth:ww tells us, 
That this ſaying is commoniy reported 
amony the Tews to this day ; Manth.28 
15. that Chriſt's Diſciples came by 
Night, and itole him away while the 
Vatch-men flept.'. Mary Magdalen, 
upon a doubles miſtake, thought that the 
Gardiner had {Folen him out of his Grave, 
Joh. 20. 15. We read of a greatquar- 
rel between the ten Trives and the 
Fews, about the ftealing away of King 
David, in his own Preſence. And be- 
hold ail the Men of lirael came unto the 
King, and [aid unto the King, why have 
our Brethren the Men of Judah ſtolen thee 
| away? 


5 © 1. 8 bh | 
away? 2. Satn.19. 41, The good and 
wiſeKing could not decide the contro- 


verfie without a Mutiny, and ſad Dif. 
ſention z As follows in the Text; Moſes | 
tells us, that Jacob ole away the Heart || 


of Laban. the Syrian, when be fled from 
him, Gen. 31+ 20. ( upon the tall of his 
Countenance towards him ) with all 
that he had, and that bx Daughter Ra- 
chel ftole away his Teraphim, his Gods ; 
there was a Heartleſs and Gedleſs Max 


teft, and what had he more? Judg- 18. 


24; as Micah ſpeaks to the Men of Daz; 


y2t after all his fierce-purſuing -aiter | 
Taceb, with all his forces, and over- 


taking him, and fearching all his ſtuff, 
he found nothing of his to accuſe Fqa- 
cob of, nor to make him aſhamed, that 


he had parted ſo ſuddenly from him - 
without his -Knowledge and Conſent: 


Therefore they entred into Covenant 


together of perpetual amity, and part- 
ed in Peace and Love, and were never _ 


injurious toone another, no more than 
Eſau was to Facob, that fled from him, 
for fear of his Life, yet was at meeting 
embraced by him,with highExpreffiens 


of Love, and they buried their aged Fa- 


ther Ifaac in Peace, Gen. 35. 29. 
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the words which TI teftifie among you ths 


Jay; and he gives this reaſon for itin 
| Ithe words following, For it « 10t @ vain 


thing for you, becauſe it % Your Life, and 


through this thing ye (hall prolong your - 
days, Deut. 32. 46, 47. O that thou 
badſt hearkned to myCommandments (faith 
the Lord by the Prophet I[aiah) ther 
bad thy Peace been as @ River, and thy 
Righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Sea; 
thy Seed alſo had been as the Sand, tind 


the offpring of thy Bowels like the Gravel 


\ Urbereof 5 his Name ſhould not have been 
four off, nor deſtroyed from before me, Ia. 


48. 18,19, But if we ſtill go on, to 


make the Precepts .of God of nenc 


effet, by their unlucky Neighbour- 


| . [hood with the Precepts of Men: The 


Book of God will be unawares inatch*d 
out of your Hands, as the Ark of God 


[was from the Shoulders of Hophni and 


| Phinehas by the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 4, 


It, and a black Book put into our 
Hands, written within and without, 
Lamentation, and Mourning, and Wee. 
Ezek. 2. lo: For thus ſaith the Lord, 
enter n0t into the Houſe of Mourning, nei- 


'| ther goto lament, nor bemoan them ; for 


I bave taken away my Peace from this 
P eople 3 
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People, faith the Lord, even loving kind: 
neſs and Mercies, Jer. 16.5, fromiwhich 
Judgment the !.ord deliver us, that we 
ray enter into Peace, and ref} in our Beds, 
every one walking in bus Uprightneſs, Tia, 
Re — | 

. Now for a varticular Application of 
hisDottrin to all Relations and Orders 


ot Men, Flizh and Low, Rich and 


Poor, &*% 
1. To Mziftrates and SubjeSis. 


EF the Peace of God rule in the Hearts 
or Rulers, then they will ſeek the 
Glory ot God, and the Peace and Good 
of their Subje&s, above all Earthly 
things, to the fulfilling of that Evan- 


gelical Promiſe of Taiah, And Kings þ 
ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and their 
Dueens thy Nurſing Mothers, Ta. 49.23. 
The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of RF £ 
_rael /p:ke rv me; He that ruleth over Men 


muFt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God, 
' 5 the In{tzuiftion that the Man after 
God's ownhHeacrtreceived immediately 
from God touching his Ruling and Go- 


verning the. People of God : And an. 
excelent Preſident we have from ' 
Theodefins, 


[4 T ) | 


Theidofias Funior, the Emperor,recorded 

by Socrates, 1.7. 22: who tells us, that 

when in a ſevere Winter that did 

threaten and portend a great ſcarcity 

of Vi&ual the Year enſuing, it being 

not very plentiful at that time, he gave 
| way to the Peoples deſire of the uſual 
| Games and Shews that were aGted in 
| the Giree'; which when it was full of 
People, and SpeGators, there fell ſud- 
denly a moſt vehement Tempeſt upon 
them : Then the Emperor plainly de- 
cared (Ifet it down as Socrafes relates 
it) how he was affected towards God & 
his People ; for by his Heralds he made 
Proclamation among the People, ſay- 
ing, Is it not much better for us to leave 
theſe vain Shews and Sports, and with 
one Mouth, all of us to pray to God, to 
. Breſerve us ſafe from the horrible Storm 
Þ that 7: falling upon usScarely were theſe 
-} words uttered, when all the People, 
I] with unanimous Conſent and Alacri- 
; ty, began to pray to God ; then the 
whole City ( faith he) in that reſpect 
was turned into a Temple 3 the Em- 
p:ror himſelf walking as a private Per- 
: { lon, began the Pſalms of Praiſe; n&i- 
| | ther indeed did his Hope fail him 
| | (Haith Socrates) for immediately there 
3 was 


Cl  - > ay =&- dhe 
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People, faith the Lord, even loving kind- 


mos and Mercies, Jer. I 6:50 from which 


Jud WE NCNE het ord Poſer ; US, that we 
may enttr int? Peace, oa rtf im our Beds, 
CVEery 07e 246: 'þ; LA4 13 hs Loy PY't; brneſs, (ia, 
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Theodrſias Funior,the Emperor,recorded. 
by Socrates, 1.7. 22: who tells us, that 
when in a levere Winter that did 
threaten and portend a great ſcarcity 
of Vicual the Year enſuing, it being 
not very plenriful at that time, he gave 
way to the Peoples deſire of the uiual 
Games and Shews that were ated its 
the Circe'; which when it was iull of 
People, and Spetators, there fell (ud- 
denly a moſt vehement 'Tempeſt upon 
them : Then the Emperor plainly G&- 
cared (Ifet it down as Socrates relates 
it) how he was affe&ted towards Go 6: 
his People ; for by his Heralds he made 
Proclamation among the People, tay- 
ing, Is it not much better for us to leave 
theſe vain Shews and Sports, and with 
ore Mouth, all of us to pray to God, to 
treſerve us ſafe from thes horrivle Storm 
that 7s falling 1207 u5?carely were theis 


words uttered, when all the Peovle, 


with unanimous Conlent and Alacri- 
ty, began to pray to God ; then the 
whole City ( Jaith he) in that reſpect 
was turned mto a Tempie ; the Frz- 
p:ror hiralelt walking as a private Per- 
lon, began the P/alms of Praiſe: nei 
ther indeed did his Hope fail him 
( Laith Socrates ) for immediately there 

(; tC 
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was 2 great Calm and Serenity, and 
by the Bountifulneſs of God, there was 
great Plenty of all Proviſion the next 
year. 

At another time alſo, as he fate, 
beholding the Shews, he received a 
Meſlage, that one Fobn, that tyran- 


- nouſly had Invaded the Weſtern Empire, | 


was miraculouſly overthrown,and ſlain 
by his Forces : As ſoon as he had read 


the Letter,he ſaid, go too, if ye pleaſe, 
let us leave thels Toys, and go to. 


Church, and offer Prayers and Thanks 
to God, who hath ſlain the Tyrant, as 
It were, with his own Hand ; he and 
all the People went immediately thro' 
the middle of the Fizppodrome, to the 
Temple of God, and ipent the whole 


. day in Pſalms and Praiſes to God. 


Socrat. 1. 7. 25. 


Sozomen tells us, that' the SubjeRsd 
looking upon the good Examples that 
Arcadius and Honorius the Emperors, 
and Sons of Theodofras, fer betore them, * 
the Pagans were the more caltly Con- 
verted to Chriſtianity, and the Herctichs * 
joyned to the Catholick Church z Sov. 
L'8. i. When iuch Kings come to be. 


ſick, and dye, they may fay with 


Hezekiah, Remember Lord, 1beſeech thee, 


how 


"4 229 / ; 
bow 1 have walked before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfeft Heart, and hawe done 
that which was good in thy fight, Iſa, 38. 
| ;. and they ſhall hear, Euge. 
| 2: If the Peace of God rule in the 
Hearts of the Subje&ts, they will not 
curſe theruler of God s people Exod.22. 287 
they will not curſe the King, no, not 
in their Thoughts; for a Bird of the 
Air will carry the Voice, and that which 
Bath Wings fhall utter the Matter, \aith 
King Solomon, Ecclel. 10. 20, They 
will eſteem their good King worth Tet 
Thouſand of themſelves, as the Iſraelites 
told David their King, when they 
would not ſuffer his Royal Perſon 'ta 
be hazarded amongſt them in the Bat- 
file againit Ab/alom, 2 Sam. 18. 3- 
They will efteem it the higheſt Wick- 
edneſs, to fretch out their Hand againi} 
N the Lord®s Anointed, I yam. 2 62 9. As 
"JDavid ſpeaks, when he had Sau}, his 
-Jgoreateſt Enemy at his Mercy ; they . 
2 will account him, The Breath of our Nos 
Eris, Lam: 4. 20; love, honour, and 
obey him, in allthings juſt and honeſt, 
”* ſas the Roman Legions ſaid to Fovinian, 
: that choſe hin to ſucceed Fun the. 
NH 
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[ Apoſtate, in the Empire, who ſaid'un- 
» Ito the EleGors; I will not rulp over 
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You, forT am a Chriſtian, atfd You are 
Pagans, and Idolaters ; ( the Apoftare. 
had corrupted them) Do thou rule 
over us (ſaid they ) and we will be 
all Chriſtians, Regis ad.exemplum, is an 
old and true ſaying. : There is there- 
tore great neceflity to pray for ſuch 
as be Rulers, that they may be Subor- 
dinate to Gad,.. and. have Grace to 
their Power, Pity to others, that God 
may cloath their Enemies with ſhame, but 
03 himſelf ſhall his Crown floursſh,as God 
promiſed to David, FL}. 132.18. that 
they may give God a fair Account 
_ of their Stewardlkip at the great Day, 
in obſerving-and practiting what he 
hath commanded. 


—_—— _— 


—__ 


2. To Miniſters and People. 4 


F the Peace of.God rule in the Hearts: 
&L of the Miniſters of the Goſpel of]. 
Peace, ( unleſs the things that belong. 
to. their Peace be hid from their Eyes, 
Luk. 19, 42;) they will not only fol- 
low Reace with one . another, but with 
all Men (Aſentersand Diſlenters) as 
much asin them lies, and Holineſs, with- 
out which wo Man ſhall. ſee the Lord, Heb. 
16: $2 20, 616 
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That they may fee the travel of their 


Soul, and be ſatisfied , that the work of the 
Lord t carried along profpercuſly in their 
band: 11.53.11.They will be gentle to their 
People (as another Pau!) we were gentle 
among you, even as a Nurſe cher jheth her 
Children : Ye ave Witneſſes,ond God alſo » 


how holly and juſtly, and uny/ameavly we 


behaved our ſelves among jou that bulieve: 
And ye know how we exhorted, comforted , 
and charged every cne of 51u, as @ Father 
goth his Children, x The. 2.10, 11, 
Exhorting them as Fathers, Aothers, 
Children Brethren, 3 Tim. 5. 1, 2. as 
St. Pau! inltrudts Timothy 5 avoiding 
Non-reſidence, eſpecially in this State 
ard Time, when tnev are making a 
Captaim to return to Fgypt, Numb. 1444. 


that it may not be faid of us, That they 


af Wy SY GU ; 14 '$ : 
w M7; leed thy Pcopie, cauicd them to err aud 


R ' the } 7 hat are ted &y them are d eſt roye 4 8 
4 Ia... 12. ard ies that rule over then 


make them to wt te, 52. 5, 1 doubt 
not hut the PriuGeicg, and MoGeratl- 


» | on of the Wile and I earned Men, wall 


FE 


filence all Controvei fie. 
Enſebins tells us in the Lile of Con: * 
fantine, that he ſaid in the Synod of \ 


| Nice, that the Dillentions of Church- 


Men, among themiclves was an Evil 
G3. be- 
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you, for TI am a Chritimm, ard you are 
Pagans, and 1delaters ; (the Apoſtite 
had corrupted them) Do thou rule 
over us ( faid they ) and we will be 

all Chriſtians, Regis ad exemplum, is an 
old and true ſaying. - There is there- 
tore great neceflity to pray for ſuch 
as be Rulers, that they may be Subor- 
dCinate to God, and have Grace to 
their Power, Pty to others, that God 
may cloath their Enemies with ſhame, but 
on himſelf ſhall his Crown floariſh,as God 
promiſed to David, Fſ:!. 132.18. that 


they may give God a Hair. Account 


of their Stewardinip at the great Days 
in obſerving and practiiing wanat he 
hath commanded. 


2, To Miniſters and People. 


F the Peace of God rule in the Hearts 


of the Minilters of the Goſpel of 


Peace, ( unleſs the things that belong 
to. their Peace be hid from their Eyes, 
Luk. 19, 42;) they will not only tots 
low Beace with one another, but with 
all Men (Aſſentersand Diilenters) as 
much asin them lies, and Holineſs, with- 
out which no Man ſvall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
2.14: nw 
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That they may fee the tramwe! cj f they 
Sou, and be ſatisfied, that the work q f ihe 
Lord z carried aluns pro / wins 'y in their 
band: 1{.53.11.They "will be gentle to their 
F eople (as another Pan!) Ws WY genre 
among you, Even as a Nurſ le cb * Hoek yt er 
Children : * : Te ave Hm oy 096 Cr et 7710-9 
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bow holtly and uy, and imnyamenn} we 


behaved cur ſelves amino Jea 7 +. - belrawe? 
And ye know how we elorte?, ec Fre 
and charged every war of 119, as & Faihcy 
acth his CR, I x Thott 2.10, L1; 
Exhorting them as Fibers, Aſoihers, 
Children Brethren, i Tim. 5, 1, 2. as 
Ye. Pau! ſtrates S Timerby 3 AVOLUHG 
Non-reſidence, eſfeciatly 1 this State 
and Time, when thev ate makines a 
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(126 J | 
beyond ail Calamities,and anyForeign 
Wars whasſcever. Surely, they will| 
not ſhed the Blood of War in Peace, | q, 
as 7oab did, that put -the Blood off 
War upon the Girdle that was about 
his Loins, and upon his Shooes that] (j 
were upon his Feet 5 for which, 5 
David left him a Bloody Legacy. Leh a 
not his hoary Head go down to the Gravel ( 
#n. Peace, x Kin. 1.5. Under Vale 
the Emperor (faith Socrates 1, 4. C. 291) ( 
by. occaſion of one Godly Man, af , 
E 
j 


Erievous and dangerous War, that was 
undertaken againſt the Roman Empire, 
was extin&>: The Saracens had made] t 
defe&tion from Roman Empire, and une] j 
derthe Condud oftheir Queen avia, 
2gan an Offenſive War, and that on 
a moſt Advantageous Opportunity, 
when the Goths were waſting all Thra- 
cia; and therefore all the RomanProfj 
vinces towards the Eaſt (they are 
the words of Socrates) had been over} 
run, and waſted by the Saracens 
The occaſion was this; one Moſes, a 
Saracen by Nation, lived a Solitary 
Life in a Deſert ; who for his emi-: 
nent Piety, Conſtancy, Faith and Mi- 
racles was very famous; Mavia, the 
Queen of the Saracens deſires the Ro- 

71AMI5 


7 CIP 
mans to defign this Godly Man for 


their Biſhop, and promiſeth to lay 


down her Arms, to disband her For- 
ces, and to be at Peace with the Ro- 
mans : Diftum faJum,*tis done imme- 
diately3 and fo by the Peace of God, 
ruling in the Heart ofthis Godly Man, 
and of his Queen, a great Fire is ſud- 
denly quenched. : 
Sozomon tells us, /. 7. c. 3. Thatun- 
der T heodofzis the Great, the People of 
Antioch had dejected the Statues of the 


as Emperor and Empreſs, and moſt igno- 


miniouſly dragg'd them with a-Rope 


CI through the Streets of the City, add- 


ing moſt contumelious, and difgrace- 


a] ful words, nodoubt by the inſtigation 


| of the Devil. Theodoſizs hearing of 
| this Afﬀtront and Diſgrace, was highly 
difpleaſed, and refolved to be aveng- 


I 


o4 ed on them far this Infolency 3 where- 


of of the People of Antioch being aware, 


re bezan to relert, to leave off their Fu- 


Yry, and to repent, and to beg with 
Sighs and Groans Favour of God, to 


tara his Hex, that they might not 


{ be ſulldenly deſtroyed. They com- 


poſed certain mourn.tful Dittics, and ©u- 
neral Songs, which they uſed in their 


| folemn Prayers at the Throne; of 
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ocy.ond ail Calamities, and anyForeign 
Wars wharſoever. Surely, they will 
not ſhed the Blood of War in Peace 
as Joab did, thac put the Blood of 
bl ar upon the Girdle that was about] ,, 
115 Loins, and | EpON his Shooes that] q; 
ere upon tys Feetz tor which,| x 
VA fc him a Bloody Legacy. Let F 
t his boary Head go down 20 the Gravy n 
572 E FACE 61 Ni tx; W Under Valens 
ne Emperor (faith Socrates 1,4. C. 29.) 
Hy occaiion of one Godly Man, a 
erievous and dangerous War, that was 
andeitaken againit the Roman Empire, 
was extina: The Saracens had made 
doteftion Irom Roman Empire, and uns 
der the Condutt of their Queen avian, 
hogan an Otfenfive War, and that on 
a moſt Advantageous Opjior tunity, 
when the Goths were waſting allThra- 
ia ; and thereiore all the Reman 1'ro- 
vinces towards the Eaſt (they are 
the words of Socrates) had been oyer- 
rut, and waſted by the Saracens; 
The ocralion was this; ons Moſes, a 
x wacen by Nation, lived a Solttal Y 
Life iti " Dabect; * who for his eni-| 
nent. Pity, Conttancy, Faich arid Mi- 
races Vas Ver jatOus AMatia, the 
(Y:eon of tnmy Sewargs Ceſircs the Ro- 
71813. 


OO ES i Ss oi OE Tb FE aaa. <> oh © © fon, mn => wy Pu \ (= 


"4 438% 1 
nl ans to delign this Godly Man for 
their Biſhop, and promileth to lay 
down her Arms, to disband her For- 
Ot] ces, and © be at Peac? with the Ro- 
uth mans: Ditum fac 7, *tis done umme- 
at] diately3 and fo by the Peace of God, 
a,l ruling in the Heart ofthis Golly Man, 
# and of his Queen, a great Fire is ſug- 
ve Jenly quenched. 
nl Sozemon tells us, 1.7. c. 2. That un- 
)] der Theodofizes the Great, the People of 
a] Antioch had defected the Statues of the 
a5] Emperor and Empreſs, and moſt igno- 
el miniouſfly dragg'd them with a-Rope 
ie] through the Streets of the City, add- 
Tt] ing molt contumelious, and Mbrrace- 
2 | ful worGs, no doubt by the inftigation 
nf of the Devil. Theodcfins hearing of 
Y, t his Aitront and Diſgrace, was highly 
#1 Giipiealed, and refered to be aveng- 
0+ ed ON them for th 's INFOLENCy 3 > Where- 
"Cl of tiz2 Pen Ole of 4 atioc) Deng awa: 'e, 
F-j bezan to ele -t, to leave wr Cu- 
ry, and to nt ann " to b-y with 
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Gracez and they ſent their Biſhop 
Flavianus to the Empcror to appeaſe 
his Wrath towards them s the which 
that he might effeAuateghe perſwaded, 
and prevailed with the young Men 
that uſed to ſing at the Emperors Table, 
to - fing thoſe mournful Songs, by 
which the Men of Antioch- had made 
their Supplications to God, in their 
tear and dangerous Condition, with 
. which the Empercy was ſo taken and 
furprized, that a Flood of Tears guſht 
irom his Eyes immediately, and wet 
the Cup that was in his Hand; and 
underſtanding the matter, he calls 


Flavianus, ard laid aſide his Anger, 


and frankly forgave the City. Thus 
ye ce how the Peace of God ruled inthe 
Heart of this Prudenc and Godly Bi- 


ſhop, and: his. Emperor Theodeſius, tof 
prevent the Ruin of the great City off 
Antioch, where the Diſciples were called 


Chriſtians firſt, AQ. 11. 26, 


Now, If the Sen of Peace be in your. 
Houſes, or Pariſhes, Luk. 10, 6. that is, 


any Men capable of that Bleſiing, and 
diſpoſed to reccive the Dofrin of 
Peace, which you Preach, your Peace 


ſhall reſt upon ir; then doubtleſs ye 


my keep rhg Unity of the Spirit in the 


bond. 


$4 
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| bond of Peace, yok 4. 3. you may fol- 


low Peace with them that call on the Lord © 
out of a pure Heart, 2 Tim 2. 22, tho 
diſſenting from you in a few ſinall 
Matters. . 

Thus ſhall we procure the love of 
our Heavenly Father ; for if Earthly 
Parents take Comfort to fee their 
Children kind, peaceful, and helpful 
to one another, it cannot be, but he 
that hath all perfe&tions that are in 
us in the higheſt degree, ſhall like- 
wiſe both approve in this World, and 
reward in that to come, Our love to, 
and Peace with one another, and ſay, 
Euge ſerve bone, &c.' Piſſid. im vita Aus 

Jute, C17, and upon their Death: Ee! 
lay with Oubrale.. 02 fic Vixi ut me 
pudeat inter *vos Vivere; ſed non mori 


þ fimeo, quia bunum . dorminum habemrs : 
ff that I have not fo lived, as to be 
4 aſhamed. to live' any. longer among 


you ; but neither am Lafad to die 
becauſe we have a 200d Lord ; and 
that of St: Paul, 1 have fought a good 


| f2#t, I have finiſhed ey Courſe, 7 Lowe 


kept the Faith ; hcnceforth 3s laid up ſor 


me a Crown of R: ohtog ls which ho 


Lord, the Righte: 2115 Fudge oats 772 
at that day; ad u't 10 me cnly, but to 


(F 6. | tems . . 


thim ol that love his appearing, 2 Tim.| 
hu; we If the Peace of God rule in the 
Hearts of our Hearers, they will ac- 
count the Elders that rule well, worth 
of: double honour , eſpecially they that la- 
bour in the Word and Do&rin,. as the 
Apoftle ſpeaks, x Tim. 5. 17: They 
will remember them that hath the rule 
over them, . who have ſpoken unto 
them the word of God, whoſe Faith 
they follow, conſidering the end of 
their Converſation; and a little aiter, 
Ozey ther that have. the rule over you, 
ang ſubmit your. ſelves: for they watch 
for your Souls, as they that muſt give ac- 
count; that they may doit with joy, and 
210t with grief 3 for that unprofitable for- 
908,.. faith the ſame Apoſt, Heb: 
13. 7 I7> 


1, Let them hold ſich Dear, for 
their Maſter's fake: Now then ( ſaith" 
tne Apoſtle ) we are Ambaſſadours for » 


Ciets, as though God did beſeech you by + 

.we pray you in ChrifF's ſtead, be je 
IT to Gog, -2 Cor. F. 20, whom» 
we preach, warning to every Man, . and. 


S wy 
teaching every Man in all wiſdom, that. 


oh ve preſent. Tay; Man perfect . in Cbrift . 
Fefar, Col, 1,28 
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2. And for their Works ſake : Ant * 
owe beſecch. yeu Brethren to know them © 
which labour among you ; And to => - | 
them very highly for their works ſake, 
ani be at peace among your ſelves, faith 
the Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians, 1 Thel. 
F. 12, 13- upon Which account, the = 
Ap ;ſtle ſays to the Galatians, They re- - 
ceived him os an Angel of God, even 
as Chri3t Feſus, and he bears them Re- 
cord, that if it had been. poſſible, they 
would have pluckt out their Byes, and © 
reve given them to him, Gal. 4. 14, IF. 
. And for their own ſake, Theſe 

FF. are the Servants »f the moſt high 
Ged, which ſhew unto 1s the-wey of Sal- 
vation, faith the Pithoneſs, by divine 
Inſpiration, A&. 16, 17. They muſt 
35-7 ab them, and perſecute them for 


ſpeaking the truth of God unto them : 
Am I therefore become yeur Enemy (faith 
"the Apejite) becauſe I tell you the truth ? 


Ga). 4.16. As Abab to his ſhame pro-” 


" tefleth, phony Micaiah ; by whom 


we enauire of the Lord; but [ hato bim, 
for be doth no: Propheſie ie good concerning 
me, but evil; 1 Kit 22. v$. he re- 
ceived the inſt reward of his hatred by 
a ſhot at RamosbGilead; the Fews hated 
Teremiah the Prophet, but to their 

Deftrutti- - 


ht rh cs s *, - (6 Dal uy YN DE Toy +. Ms. hs % 
(11 3 2 ) ; 


Deſtru&ion, Fer. 38. 4. And thus they | 


dealt with our Lord, that fpake as 
never -Man ſpake unto them, and did 
what . never » Man did among- them, 
both. him and his Followers to- their 
diſperſion, as at this day ; for the 
wrath mu come upin them to the utter- 
2, 1 Thell. 2.16. 

He that feeketh my Life ſeeketh thy 
Life ( faith David to Abjathar, that fled 
from Saul's Maſlzcre of the Prieits of 
the Lord, and their Town of Neb.) 
but with me thou ſhalt be in ſafety, 1 Sams. 
9 Me 2, | 

Good Obadiah bid an Hundred Pro- 


phets of the Lord, by fifty in aCave, and 


fed them with Bread aud Water, .1 Kin: 
18.:12. from. 7ezcbels. Cruelty, as 
Rahab theCauponels (as the Caldee Pa- 


ravhraſe flyles her ) hid the Spies from |; 


— : 
RES. 4 
Ah 


the. King of Jerico's rage. « 


When the Miniſter ſhall fay at the Þ 


great day to the Judge of the Quick : 
and Dead, Loe, I and the Children that | 


God hath gave me, Heb..2, 13. And 
1h 2wir's which thou gaveſt me, 1 have 


piven unto thens, and they: have received © 
them: Theſe that thou gaweſt »e 1. bave 


Fepj, and none of them is loſt, faith our 


"HY Gor 4 4D nll; 
Saviour, j 0b, .17. B, 12. - Ine OP 1, 


tells 


©, 


I 5 
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tolls the Theſſaſmians, For what is our 
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Hope, or Foy, or Crown of Repjoycing 3 
Are not even ye, in the Preſence of our 
Lord Feſus Chriff at his coming, 1 Thel- 
2..I9, 20+ : 


3-- To Husband and Wife. 


PF the Peace of God rule in the Heart - 

"of Husband and Wife, which is the 
firſt and deareſt Relation in the 
World, and the-root of all others, un- 
to:which they are called in one Body, 
that they ſhould no mo'e be tway 
but one Fleſh, Gen. 2. 24. Then the Hus- 
band will not deal treacherouſly againſt the 
Wife of his youth, Mal. 2. 15. that is 
bx Companion, and Wife of his Co- 
wvenant, that uw Bone of his Bones; and 


4 "Fleſh of bis Fleſh ( as the firit Man 
4 fpcaks) but nouriſh and cheriſh it, as the 
| . L'7g the Church, Epli,5. :9. as the Apo- 


ſth ſpeaks of the: ſecond Man, that 
is the Lord from Heaven. 
Comfort her as Eltanah did Hannah, 
in her Affliction : Hannah, why weepeſ# 
thon ? and why eateſt thou not? Am not 
f bitter to thee than ten Sons, 1 Sam. 
r:: 8, ' Not give -at -ocoition of 
0.2 *{1 
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| (132) 
Deſtru&ion, Fer. 38. 4. And thus they 
dealt with our Lord, that fpake as 
never -Man ſipake unto them, and did 
what never Man did among - them, 
beth him and his Followers to- their 
diſperfion, as at this day; for the 
wrath i come upin them to the utter- 
ſt, 1 Thell. 2.16. 

He that ſeeketh my Life ſeeketh thy 
Life ( faith David to Abjathar,cthat fled 
from SaulPs Mallecre of the Prieits of 
the Lord, and their Town of Neb ) 
but with me thou ſhalt be in ſafety, 1 Samtts 
42, 22s 

Good Obadiah bid an Hundred Pro- 
»bets of the Lord, by fifty in aCave, and 
fed them with Bread and Water, -T Kin: 
18.12. Irom. fez:'beſs. Cruelty, as 
Rahay theCauponeis (as the Caldee Pa- 
ravhrale ſtyles her ) hid the Spies from 
tbe King of Jerico's rage, « 

When the Miniſter ſhall ſay ac the 
great Jay tothe Judge of the Quick 
and Dead, Loe, I and the Children that 
God hath gave me, Heb. 2, it, And 
1h Words which thou gaveſt me, 1 have 
ie -1nto *hens., and they Dave recetued 
them: Theſe that thou gaveſt me I have 
zcp;, and none of them is loſt, tant ous 
Saviour, Fob. 17. 6, ba, - 11s Ap96:e 


\ 


a 
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tolls the Theſalomions, For what is our 


Hope, or Foy, or Crown of Rejoyeing 1 
Are not even ye, in the Preſence of our 
Lord Feſus Chriff at his coming, 1 Thel- 
2,'I9, 2G... 


Z- To Hugs band and IWife.- 


'F the Peace of God rule in the Heart 

"of Husband and Wife, which is the 
firſt and deareſt Relation 1n the 
World, and the rout of all others, un- 
to-which they are called in on? Body, 
that they ſhould no m9's be twog 
but one Fleſh, Gen. 2. 24. Then the Hus- 
band will not deal! treacherouſly ana? the 
Wife of his youth, Mi. 3. 15. that is 
Dis Companion, «nd Wife of his Co- 
venant, that 1s Bone of his Bonts, and 
Fleſh of bis Fleſh {( as tne firit Man 
{peaks ) but nouriſh and cheriſh it, as the 


Lord the Church, Epli.g. 9. as the Apo- 


ſth ſpeaks of the fecond Man, that 


15 the Lord from tieaven, 


Comfort her as Eltanah Cid Hamahb, 


4 


in her AfliGion : Himmnab, why weedeſt 
thou 2 and why eateſ? tnou nit? Ami not 


[ / f I Q 

{ btter to thee than ten Suns, 1591, 
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Speech againſt her, to bring up an evil 
Name upon her that ſhe deſerves nt, 
Deut. 22. 14: He will rejoyce With the 
Wife of his youth ; fhe ſhall be to him as 
a loving Hind, and as a pleaſant Roe ; 
her Breaſts Will [atisfie him at all times, 
be will be always raviſh'd with ber hve, 
Prov.5.18,19. and never be bitter againſt 
her, Col. 2. 19. but dwell with her ac- 
cordins to knowledge, giving Honour to 
the Wife as the weaker rel and ns 
 beins Heirs together of the Grace of Life, - 
thut their Prayers be not hindred, 1 Pet. 
He will obſerve ( with Foſeph ) 
the Embrace of a range Woman, whoſe 
Mouth is [moother thdn Oyl, but the end 
more bitter than Wormwoed, ſharper than 
a two-edred Sword ; ber Feet go down to 
Death, her ſteps take hold on Hell, Prov. 
F- 2s 49 F- Her Houſe (ſaith he) z the | 


way to Hell, geins down to the Cham 


bers of Death, Pro. 7. 27, 2ho ſo pleaſes 


eto God ſhall eſcapefrom her, but the St" | 


ner ſhall be taken by her, Ecclel. 7. 26, Þ 
Live j:1fully with the Wife, (laith he. 
again, or enjoy Lite) whows thou © 
loweft all the days of thy Life of thy 
Vanity, which he hath given thee under © 
the Sun, for that s thy Perticon im this 
Life, . and. in ty Labour, Which thou - 
Ca an” 


(135). 
takeft under the Swn, ſaith Solomon ;that - 
injoyneth Cohabitation, Ecclel. 9. 9. .. 

2, If the Peace of God.rule in the - 
Heart of the Wile, that was taken out- 
of - the Side of her. Husband, Oen. 2.21. . 
then ſhe will be as careful to preſerve - 
his Lite; as 4chal was3 that when - 
her Father Seu} {nt to kill him, Le 
Michal lt David down thro a Window, 
and be went, and fled, and eſcaped ,1 Sam. 
I9. II, 12. and ſhe laid a Feraphim - 


in his Bed. . She will never ſorſake the - 


guide of ber youth, nor forget the Eowe> - 
nant of her God, Prove 2. 17. that ſne. 
lolemnly entred into in the day of 
his Eſpouſals, in the day of the Glad- 
neſs of his Heart: She will prove 


another. Lacretia, fo famous among © ++. 


the Romans for Vertue, and Hatred of 


1 Baſeneſs; that when ſhe ſuffered Vio- - 
A» lence, that ſhe could not reſiſt, ſtabb'd 
1 her ſelf tothe Heart, which indigni- 


4 ty occaſioned a great change in their 
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Government : or rather /ike the wvertu-- 
ous Woman, whoſe Price x far above Ru- - 
bies, the Heart of her Husband doth ſafely 
truſt in ber, Prov. Jt. 10, 11, becauſe 
ſhe hath ſet bim as a Seal upcn her Heart, 
as a Seal upon her Arm ; her love to bim 
being.-as ſtrong as Death, . Cant, 8. 6, 
: which 
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which ſhe will more readily chooſe to 


undergo, than go aſide to Uncleanneſs 
with any inſtead of her Husband : 
upon whom the Spirit of Jealouſie 
ſhall never come, which is cruel as the 
Grave, the Coals thereof are Coals of 
Fire, "which hath a molt yehement 
flame, the Tryal- and horn ey 
whereof, whether juſt, or unjuſt, 1 
moſt levere, as of any Sin vikrtborer, 
Numb. 5.21. 22, Fealoufie ((aith Solo- 
mon) is the rage of a Man, therefore he 
will not ſpare in the day of Vengeance; 
he will not regard any Ranſom, "either 
will he reſt content ; though thou gueſt 


many gifts, the Husband will accept of 


20 Rania to ſave the Adulterer, Prov. 
6. 34, 35- Her Huiband is known in 
the Gates, ( not by baſe Scoffs, and 


NIGK-Damen 3 When te ſireth among the þ_ 
by his Wive Gollineſs and Vertne! : 


the will do him Good, and not Evil 


all the days of his Lite: As Sozomen re- * 


ports, 4. 7. 6. That T heodofins the Great, 
was preſerved from the Contagiqus Pe- 
itilenco of Ariani/m, that had  over- 
run all the Eaſt, by Placila, the Em- 
preſs, who kent him in /az&itate & ti- 
more doraini, in Holineſs. and Fear or 


the... 
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| the Lord: And Theodoret tells us, JF. 


18, That his Wife never gave over 
calling to his Mind the Laws of God, 
that the was well acquainted with, 
and among other things ſhe ſaid unto 
him; * My Husband, you muſt re- 
* member, what you formerly were, 
* and what you now are; it you perpe- 
** tually think uponthat,you will never 
** be ungrateful to your BenefaGtor, 
** but you will juſtly adminiſter-the 
* Empire that you have received from 
* him; and upon that account, till 
* worſhip him that hath raifed you 


| E to that Dignity. With ſuch graci- 


ous Speeches as theſe ( ſays Theo. ): 
ſhe watered her Hnsband's Mind: con- - 
tinually , bebolding her chaffe Converſati- 
tion coupled with Fear, as the Apoſtle 


Socrates reports,1.9.26. that Valentini- 
anMajor.made a wicked Law to his pzr- 


peutalinfamy,That a Man ſhould have 


two Wives,contrary to theLaw of God, 
truePiety ,8&Chriltian honeſty; where» 
upon Saiviaz was not afraid to fay, 
That the Boars that abhorred that Law 
lived better than theNobles that kept it 
though Barozizs in his Annals denies 
this of hin, upon {mall Ground, yet 


a... 
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it was too true ; Bloody Lamech was 
the firſt Bigamiſ#, Gen. 4. 199 23- 

But to the Man that icareth God, 
in whoſe Heart is his Law that 
made one for one, yet had he the 
refidue of the Spirit, and wherefore one? 
Mal. 2. 14. That he might ſeek a Seed 
of God, he faith, Thy Wife ſhall be a 
fruitful Vine by the fides of thy Houſe ; 


thy Children like Offove Plants round | 


about thy Table. Behold, that thus ſhall 

_ the Man be bleſſed that feareth the Lord, 
Yea, thou (halt ſee thy Childrens Children, 
@nd Peace upon Iſrael, Plal, 128. 3, 4,6+ 


4. Parents and Children. 


t: WF the Peace of Ged rule in the 
Heart of rhe Parents, (which 1s & 
the ſecond Relation in- the World JF 
into which they are called by Nas ÞF 
| ture in one Body, Parental and Ozco» J 
nomical ; then their defire will 4e, } 
That be would circumciſ: their Hearts, © 
and the Heart of their- Seed, Deut. 30. 


6. . that he that made them Creatures, 
may.alſo make them new Creatures, 
according to that Speech of St, Paul, 


My little Children, of whom 1 travel in 
Birth - 


7 S.. a5 
as | Birth again until Chriſt be formed in you, 
Ga). 4. 19. They will Conſecrate them to 
d, the Lord in their Conception, and ſolemn- 
at | /y in their Birth and Faptiſm: They will 
16] be careful, that as new born Babes, they 
22 | may deſire the ſincere Milk of the word, 
< | that they may grow thereby: And that all 
a || their Children may he taught of God, the 
«| 2049s of Cod, that great may bethe Peace 
1 | of their Children, la. 54.13. accord= 
| ing to the Evangelical Promiſe in 1/azah, 
7. | Then ſhall they not be aſhamed when they 
= jpeat with the Enemy in the Gate, asthe 

ſalmift ſpeaks, Plal. 127. 5: 

Parents ought to bring up their 
Children for God, that thezr Chil- 
dren may be the Children of God, 
that God may be a Father unto them 5; 
| ad they ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
4 faith the Lord God Almighty, 2 Cor. 
['J 6+ 18. They ought not to provoke their- 
7 Children to 2rath, leſt they be diſcouraged, 
4 Gfaith the 4pofle) bur bring them up 
1] in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord, as God ' teſtifies of Abrahazs : 
For I know him, that be will command. 
has Children, and his Houſhold after him, 
that they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, . 
to do Fuſtice and Fudgment, that the 
Lord may bring up!m Abraham that As 
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he bath ſpoken of him, Gen. 18. 19, 
"They ovght to ſay with Toſhnah,” As 
for me, I and my Houſe will ſerve the 
Lord, Joſh. 24. 15. and with Holy 
Fob, Offer Burnt-Offerings to God , accor- 


ding to the number of them, Job 1, 5, 


making mention of them in our Pray- 
ers,. as occaſion is offered, ſtill going 
before them in good examples, as 
in holy Inſtruttion, they being more 
apt to do as we do, 'than as we ſay, 
and do not, Not ſtroking their Heads 
_ as El; did to Hephni and Thins, that 
were Sons of Bel:al ; they knew not the 
Lord; upon whem God d1d threaten to bring 
a dreadful Judgnua: 15am. 2.12. at 
which, boirh the Kars of every one 
that beareth it (hall :1nole becauſe hrs 


Sons made themſelves wilcgand he reftramed. 


them noty 1 SAM. jo Ih 13. 


Theodoret relates a famous Hiſtory | 
of a noble Man of Beroa, J. 2, 18. * 
who was the chiet Man in thac Re- I 


publick, whole eldeſt Son had pollu- 


red himſelf with Pagan.ſh lmpiety, and | 


forſook the true God, and turned A- 
prſtate with Fulian the Emiyeror ; this 
' Father, for that cauſe, expelled him 
out of his Houſe, and did Abdicate 


him 


(141) 
| | him from his Inheritance, as Adam was 
- | driven out of Paradiſe, for eating the 
, | forbidden Fruit, as a juſt Puniſhment 
; | of his Apoſfacy from God. The Son 
_ | went immediately to F#/an, who at 
that time was not very far from the 
City, and told him how his Father had 
ſerved him for renouncing the Chri/#i- 
an Religion, and embracing his, and 
that he had Diſinherited him : Fulian 
bids the young Man be of good Cheer 
: | and Courage, and promileth to recon- 
. | cile him to his Father ; when the Em- 
, | peror Julian was come into the City, 
he invited che principal Men thereinto 
. | a ſolemn Fealit, and among the reſ}, the 
| | Fatherofthis young Man, both whom 
. | ke commanded to fit at his ownTable, 
7 | and inthe midit ofthe Feaſt he ſpake 
| thus to the Fatherof the young Apoſtate, 


k he | F WF -_ = 


=. -S1:R, 
4. : © L Efteemit altogether Unyjuſt, that 
 F*any Man ſhould offer © Violence to 
© the Conſcience of him that hath turn- 
| ©.ed aſide to another Religion, and 
©.would forcs him againſt his Will to a 
*-contrary Opinion; compell not your 
*©Son therefore to adhere to your 
-* Religion, though I could- eafily con- 
: ſtrain 


Ws, 6 


© ſtrain you to embrace -1t : But the | 


© Father ſharpning his Mind, by Faith 
© in God, thus faid , O Emperor, Do 


© you ſpeak of this Knave, of this wiched 


* Villain » who # hateful to God, and hath 
© preferred F alſhood to the Truth of God? 


© Then 7«lian putting on the Perſon of | 


* Manſuerude (for fuch he would ſeem 
tobe ) Come, (faith he) give over to 
© revile: and turning himſelf to the 
** young Man, he faid, I will take 
& care of you, ſeeing I cannot ob- 
** tain this of your Father. But The 


Tyrant was falſe, ( as all Apoſtates 
are ) for not long after he fell in 


Perſia, with all the Threatnings that he 
| had - not obſcarely thundred out 
againſt the good Father of this vile 
young Man, that had forlaken the 
living God, That he might ſay to 2 


Stock, thou art my Father, and to a Stone," ? 

thou haſt brought me forth, as the Pro- | 
 phet Feremiahb ſpeaks, Jer. 2.7. Sothat ? 
great Man {Ines as a ſingular Exams |. 
ple of Zeal in the Church of Gad, 


which all Parents ought to look upon, 
who deſire to preſerve the true Reli- 
210N in their Family, that they may 


give-a comfortable Account of all thoſe 


committed to their Truſt at the great 
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2. If the Peace of God rule in the 
Heart of the Children, into which 
they ars called in 'one Parental and 
Domeſtick Body; then they will be 

| alwaysPeady, and careiul, to honour 
their Father and Mother, accordingto 
the tenor of the Fifth Commandment, 
which the Ap f#'e calis, ihe firſs Com- 
manament with promiſ, e, Epti. 6.2-which 
ſome ex ,ounG of the tecontd Table. - 
| Others cake it, that that hath aſpe- 
cial promiſe: It is abſolutely the firſt 
harch a Promiſe; for that. concerning 
| God's ſhewing Mercy to Thuuſands of 
them that fear him, ana keep his Com- 
mandments, is not a proinite, but a part 
of the Deſciiption of God's Nature 
and Inclination, as Exod. 34. 6,.7. 
They will ſhew love to their Parents, 
and love to one another, by which all Men 
2227 know that they are Chriſt's Diſciples. 
- Yas our Lord ſpeaks, Fob. 13. 35. The 
" Y fþo/t/e tells us, we had Fathers of our 
{Fleſh, which correfed us, and we gave 
J$i>em Reverence, Heb. 12.9. that is, their 
due, with Obedience and Thankful- 
neſs, in nourifhing, and maintaining 
them ,s Joſeph 4:4 bis Father, and all hs 
Family in Egypt ſeventeen Years, Gen. 
47. 12, David was careful of his aged 
| | Parents, 


AST. = 

Parents, when he knew not how to ſe-| x» 
cure himſelf from the Violence of | Sr, 
Saul, 1 Sam. 22, 3. Children muſt] |: 
beg their Parents Blefling at all times, | ni, 
as Facob and Eſau, Foſeph's and" Facob's| dr 
Children, Gen. 27. 4. eſpecially at] th 
their departing this Life. 

Children muſt not be Stubborn and 
Rebellious,or Incorrigible, in taking ill 
Courſes ; there is a very ſevere puniſh- 
ment appointed for this horrible Sin : | 
And they ſhall ſay unto the Elders of tha 
City, this our Son is Stubborn and Rebel- 
lious; he will not obey our Voice, he is 
a Glutton and a Drunkard, and all the | at 
Men of the City fhall ſtone him with ſtones, | 
that be dye ; jo ſhalt thou put evil away 
from among you, and all \{rael (hall hear 
and fear. Deut. 21.20, 21, They muſt 
not do as the Prodigal Son, that waſt- | 
ed his Subſtance with riotous Living gf 
Luk. 15.13. and brought himſelf roÞ- 
want all things. They muſt not bate one Þt: 
another in their Heart, Lev. 19. 17, as JS 
wicked Cain did his Rigtteous Brother J 

; 
( 
> 


Abel, that never did him wrong, Gen, | 
27. 41. as Eſau did his Brother Facob, 
that reſolved to kill him after his Fa- 
ther's Death» (Gen. 37. 4. Or as the Pa- 
triarchs did Foſeph, who moved with | 
| Envy | 
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| Envy ſold him into Egypt, ( faith St. 
Stephen) AQ. 7. 9, They improve their 
Union in the Fleſh, to their Commu- 
nion in Grace and Glory, as Chil- 


dren of their Heavenly Father, as 
the Seed that the Lord hath bleſs'd. 


q 
; 
J 
. 


I Maſters and Servants. 


þ the Peace ef God rule in the Hearts 
of Maſter and Servant, into which 
- [they are called in Body Domeſtick 
| and deſpotical,to live under one Roof, 
[and eat of the ſame Family Proviſion, 
, [then both Maſter and Miſtreſs, Man- 
[Servant and Maid-Servant, will carry 
[themſelves towards one another in 
I this Relation, as the Servants of Jeſus 
| Chriſt : For (faith the 4poſtle) - He that 
4s called-in the Lord, being a Servant; 
4=-:be Lord's free-man ; likewiſe, alſo he 
Þ that 7s called, being free, is the Lord's 
T Servant, 1 Cor. 7. 22. Then Maſters 
I will give unto their Servants that which 
'} # juſt and equal, as the Apoſtle exhorts, 
Col. 4. 1. Paying their wages when it is 
due. The keeping the Wages of the Hire- 
| ling is a crying Sin, Jam. 5« 4- Oz 


H «- The 


off 7 
The wapes of him that # hired ſhall not 
abide with thee all Night, untilthe Morn- 


ing, faith Moſes, Lev. 19. 13.. At bis 


XR W=8, 


day thou ſhalt give him bis hire: neither 


ſhall the Sun go down upon it ; for he ss 
poor, antl ſetteth bis Heart upon it, (lifteth 
his Soul unto it) Je## be cry no aint thee 
unto the Loyd, and it be-Sin unto thee, 
Deut. 24. IF, _ DOES 

Not turning them out of Doors, 


/ 


when they are ſick, without any further | 


regard of them, which &« a hiding cur 
Eyes from our own Fleſh,lſa. 58. 7. The 
Centurion did not ſo, that came to cur 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the great Phyſuian, 
for cure for bis ſick Servant that lay at 
home, Matth. 8. 6. Maſters muſt not 


be extreqam in the Government and 


Uſage of their Servants, knowing that 


ye alſo have a Maſter in Heaven, Gol. 
4. 1. ſaith the Aprftle. The Egyptians 
were ill Maſters,zhar made the Iraelites; 
ſerve with Rigor and Blows, when they 
were Pharoah*s Bond-men, Exod.1, 13, 


14. in ſo much, that when Moſes and 
4aron were ſent unto them, to comfort 


and ſupport them, and to preach the 
Goſpel, the glad Tydings of their 
Deliverance from their ſad Condition z 


but they bearkned yet wnto Moſes for 


Anguiſh 
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ev (for ftraitneſs or ſhortneſs of . 
reath) and for cruel Bondage, Exod. 
Ge 9s Se 


| Even Mother Sarah is recorded to 


have ' dealt hardly with her Hand- 
maid Hagar, when the had laid inher 
Husband's Boſom, ſo as to make her 
flee from her Face, Gen. 16. 6. that 
was ready to flee in her Face, with 
Threats and Frowardneſs; Correcti- 
on given in Anger bath uſually more 
of Rigour, than of Right. ". 
NatM's Servants complain to their 


[Miſtreſs 4b:gail of their Maſter's Un- 


towardneſs and Croſsneſs towards 
them, and of his Incivility towards 
David's Servants, that had been very 


Jcivil affd peaceful towards him. That 


their Maſter was ſuch a Son of Belial 


p 


fthat a Man cannot ſpeak to him, I Sam. 
125. 17. 4nd ye Maſters (faith St. Paul) 
do the ſame thing unto them ( that je 


WE would have done to you if ye were in their 


m0 > ow __ 
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Wfead ) forbearing Threatnings, knowing 


that your Maſter: alſo vs in Heaven, nei- 


Jtber is there reſpe& of perſons with bim. 


Maſters are required to deal bountitul- 
ly with fuchas ſerve them well and 
long: And when thou ſendeſt him out free 
from thee, thou ſhalt not let lim go away 

m——_ | © i WO empty, 
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empty j=—of that, wherewith the Lord 


tby God hath - bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt give * 


or 


unto him, Deut. 15. 13, 14+ b 


2, It the Peace of God rule in the 
Hearts of Servants, into which they 
| are called into one Family, or pri-[” 
vate Corporation ; Then they will be 
ſubje&t to their ow Ma ſters without fear, oh 
not only to the paod and gentle, but alſ6 Ep 
to the froward, as St. Peter exhorts, it 
1 Pet. 2: 18. And St, Paul alfo, 'Ser- CU 
wants, obey in all things your Maſters ac- N 
cording to the Fleſh; not with eye-ſervice, 
as Men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of Heart r 
fearing God : And whatſoever ye do, do E 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto? 
Mes ; knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall 
receive the Inheritance ; for ye [«rve the 
Lord Feſus Chriff, Col. 3. 22,23, 24. | 
To the ſame efte&t doth the Apoſtle | 
direct his Speech to Servants, in the 
ſixth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Epbeſians, almoſt the ſame, werba=- 
rw, V. 6,7, 8. | 

They myſt not obey unlawful Com: 
- mands from whatſoever Maſter : Saul 
gave a bloody Command to his Life- 
Guar'1 that ſtood about him : Turn, 
and ſlay the Prieſts of the Lord; but-the 
Servants of the King would not put for || 

. Faeir 
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ESE OR. 
ther Hand to fall upon the Prieſts of the 
ord, 1 Sam. 22. 17. But (as'our Pro- 
rerb ſays, If ene will ndt, another 
will.) Doeg, the Edomite, did readily 
obey the word of Command, ani! 
made no Bones of it, to butcher Four- 
coreend five perſons that did wear aLinnen 
c (Ep5ed 3 and this Obedience tended to | 
the eternal Deſtrudtion of the wicked 
Commander, and curſed Obeyer, 
and for ſhedding ſo much innocent 
7 Blood in the Maſlacre of their City 
2 Nob. They murdered themſelves in 
7, [he overthrowat Mount G/bos, 1 Sam. 
” 3l. 4, F» a | | | 
111 Servants muſt not run away at eve- 
fy word, as Hagar, who tells: the 
truth to the Angel that called to her 
/, ['2 ber flight, frayed her courſe, and 
Jent her back again. Hagar, Sarah's 
Maid, whence comeſt thou, and whether 
foreſt theu ? And ihe faid, Tflee from the 
Face of my Miſtreſs Sarah 3, and the An- 
(gel of the Lora ſaid unto her, Return un- 
1 ("0 thy Miſtreſs, and ſubmit thy [df unto 
| her ; and ſhe did fo, and tarried with 
{her ill ſhe was brought to Bed of her 
Son Thmael,and many years afterward ; 
| for her Son was thirteen Years old when he 
was Circumciſed and Iaac but etehrDays:; 
Gen. 17. 244 H 3 __ Ser- 


— 


* 
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Servants muſt not anſwer again with 
lying, and ſwearing, as too many do. 
Gehezi> ſheltered his bafe Covetous 
Mind with Lyes to his Maſter Elfga,}] 


_ to enrich himſelf by the Bounty of 
 Naaman, the Syrian 3 but 1t brought 


a plapue of Leproſie upom him and bis 
Seed for ever and he went out of by 
MaFters preſence a Leper, as white as 
Snow, 2 Kin. 5: 27. but came in no 
more to ſerve him. They muſt not de- 


' ſpiſe their Maſters, but count their on 
Maſters worthy of all Honour, that the | 
Name of God and his Dofrin be mt. 
blaſphemed, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to Ti-] 
mothy, x Tim. 6..1, 2+» They muſt] 
not ſpeak evil of them, as wicked 


Ziba did of his Maſter Mephieſheth, 


whom he had falſly acculed of High 
Treaſon to the Ring : For be: [aid; 
to day ſhall the Hcu/e of Iirael reſtore me. 
ro the Kingdom of my Father, 2 Sam. 
16. 3 Upon which falſe Accufati- 
on, the King dothraſkly beſtow all his. 


Eſtate upon his Treacherous accuſer ; 
but the Holy Ghoſt teſtified is Loyal- 
ty to the King, who rode out to 


meet_the King at his return; and. 
having made the whole time of the. 


the, Kings ablence, as it were a day 
ol 
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h | of Humiliation, ang had neither waſh- 
df ſed his Feet, nor trimmed his Beard, nor 


19 
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waſhed his Cloaths, from the day the 


King departed, until the day he came in © 


Peace, 2 Sam. 19. 24. and cleared him- 
ſelf to the King, in ſhewing the baſe- 
nefs .or his Servants; My Lord, O © 
King, my Servant deceived me, 2 Sam. - 
19. 26, ( elſe I had gone along with 
Your Mijefty for all my Lameneſs ) and 
he alſo hath ſlandered thy Servant unto - 
my Lord the King : —- And the King 


| mends tne matter well, I have [aid, thou 


and Ziba divide the Land : And Me- 


 phiboſhzth [a;d unto rhe King, yea, let 
 bim take all, foraſmuch as my Lord the 


King is come.aTain in peace into his own 
Houſe. A moit noble Expreſſion of 
a Loyal Subje&, concerning ons that 
had betrayed his Matter, and lookd 
tor the forfeiture of his Eitate, that 
had juſtly Geferved a ſhameful Death. 
Servants muſt not diſcover Family 
Secrets, unleſs in. fich a caſe, as 7o- 
nathan dilcovered to his Friend David, 
his Fathers Indipogation, and bloody 
dehgn againſt hini. Nor purloin their 
Goods, as the Steward of a certain rich 
Man did, that was accuſed unto him 
that be bad waſted his Goods, Luk. 16. + 
STS 1 VE from... 
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from the firſt verſe to the ninth. His 
Maiter commends his Policy, but not 
his Honefty, that cheated his Maſter 


for his future Accommodation : But, | 


and if that Servant {ay in his Heart my 
Maſter delays his coming, and (hall begin 
_ 70 beat the Men-Servants, and Maidens, 
and to eat and drink, and to be drunken, 
the Lord of that Servant will come in a 
day that he looketh not for him, and 
' at an hour when he is not aware, and 
cut him in ſunder, and will appoint him 
bis portion, with Hypocrites and Unbe- 


lievers, Luk. 12.45, 56. faith our Lord; 


How faithful was Moſes in all Gcd's 


Feuſe as a Servant ! Heb. 34. 5. and 


Dat.i21 in Darius's Houſe 3 Dan.. 6. 3: 
Joleph in-Pharoab's Houſe, Mordecay. 
in Abaſhuernss tioule, that diſcovered 


the bloody Plot of Treaſon againſt bis 


Life, Eſt. 2.21, 22. How tamous is 
the Hiſtory of Eliezer, Abraham's Ser- 
vant, that was ſent Ambaſſador to 
Meſopotamia, to the City of Naber, to 
take a Wiie for T/aac ? How ſcrupulous 
is he, to undertake fo great, and ſo 


honourable an Embaley 2 How zea-. - 


lous in Prayer to God for his Dire&i- 
on and Bleſting ? How thankful for 
the return of his Prayer, according 


to 
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to his Faith, and earneſt Deſire 2 How 


Courteous to the Lady that was given 
into his Prayer of Faith ? How care- 


ful not te eat nor drink ll he had 
difcharged his truſt,” and told his Er- 
rand? Laſt of all, How reſolute to 
return immediately after he. had 
obtained what he went for. His 
Commiſiton being out, he will 
not ſtay one day longer, but make 
haſte home to his Maſter that ſent 


him for a Blefling to his Son T/aac; 
all this is very remarkable and imi- 
table by all Szrvants that fear God, 


and honour th: Maſters, Gen. 24: 
chrouphout, 


Gracious and Godly Servants have 
been, and may be Inſtruments of. 


much good in their Maſters Houſe, 
as that little Girl, that was taken Pri- 
{oner out of the Land of Iſrael, by 
the Syrians, was the occaſion of her 


healing of her foul Leprous Maſter 


Naaman, the Syrian, and of his Con- 
verſion alſo from 1dolatry, to ferve 
the Lord God of Iſrael. And confe- 
quently of his Salvation; all ſhe faid 
unto her Miſtreſs was this: Would 


. God my Lord were with the Prophet 


that-is in Samaria » for be would recover 
BY H 5. | hin 


; hy 
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' | 
hlm-of "bis Leprofie: He . went. 10 him, 
and was healed, und converted. aud mide 
& ſolemn Proteſtaticn that he would © 
ciexus to the God of Hrael, as is re-, 
corded by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Kin, . 
3» 4, Fo 
 Sozomen tells us, (7 2.6.) a like. 
Hiſtory of the Converſion of the 
Queen of Iberia, by a Captive Chri-. 
ſtian Maid in the days ot. Conſtantine. 
the Great, and of the Converiion of 
the King and Kingdom from Paga- 
\ niſm, by. the fame Maid afterward, 
The, Hiſtory. is well worth Tranſla-- 
tins, Which is thus c 


© The Queen boing | taken with - 
© ant incurable Difeaſle, and .miracu- 
© touſly re{tored to perie& Health at 
* the Invocation of the name of Chriſt, 
* by this Chriſtian Woman, devoted . 
* -her ſelf for. ever to Chriſt, her De- 
* liverer; The King admiring atthe 
*Qicen's ſo ſuddain Recovery, com- - 
* mands to reward this Captive Dam-. 
* ſel with rich Gifts. . The Queen told - 
*tim,-(Irelate the words of Sozo- 
* men) that thoughahelſe things be of. 
* great. value, - ſhe regards. them not ; 
* The.cares not for ſuch things; the only .. 
| ? ung - 
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thing ſhe values is the Worſhip of © 


her God : If therefore we mind to 
gratifis her afterwards, and live 
peageabiy) and happily. - 

* Let us allo worſhip: that power- 
ial God and Saviour, for he it is, 
(it he pleaſe ) that can make Kings 
eajoy that -degres of Honour, in 
WiUCh they are, and Can eallly cait 
down great Men from their Dig- 
nitizs, and of baie, make illuſtrious 
and Uciiver tizm that are in dilſtrels ; 
which Diſcourſe the Queen ufing 
oiren to the King, he was diftract- 
ed. wich doubrtul .Cogitations, nor 
cond be ajltozether periwaded ;_ 
becauſe this thing, for the novel- 
ty of it was ſafnected, and he ad 
reverence the Religion of his An- 
zeftors, Not long after this he went a 
Hunting in a Wood with his Ser- 
vants; on 2 taidden there fell ſuch a - 
Cloud of chick Darkneſs upon the 
Wood, - that deprived him - of the 
fizht of Heaven, and of the Sun, 
as if it had been Night; here cve- - 
ry one began to fear, and were all 
diſperſed, the King wandring alone 
(as it happens to Men, whoie 
Minds arc. perplexed with OERCUS » 
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| \atters began to think of Ohrift 
253% in his Heart. to eſteem him 
is © Gd, and vowed he would hereaf- 
bens . - worſhip him as God, if he eſcape- 
' our of this danger, in "which now: 

Jo Rt While he was thinking on 
_ E- thefe things with himſelf, the dark- 
© neſs ſuddenly fled away, and the 
\ Air returned to- its Serenity, and 
the Rays of. the Sun. being ſcatter- 
ed through the Wood, he Teturned 
in ſafety : And having Communi- 
cated v vith the Queen that which 
had hapned' to-him, and calling. 
for the Captive Damſel, he defired 
to be inſtructed by her, how Chriſt 
ought to be worſhipped and af- 
ſembling _his S ibjes rogether, he 
declares to them openly, the Dj- 
vine Benefits that befel him and his 
Wife; and: although he was ſcarce 
41nitiated into the Chrittian Religi- 
on, yet he commands all his Sub« 
-jects to embrace the Chriſtian Do- 
Erin, and perſwades them all to 
worſhip Chriſt: He prevails with 
the. Men, and the Queen and the 
Captive. Chriſtian Maid with the. 
Women: "Thus in a marvellousman-. 
ner, by God's Bleſſing, and the. 


* Queens. 
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- brought over from Pagamſm, to 
© the Faith of Chriſt, Thusfar are 
the words of Sczomer,. where we may 
alio read of a great Miracle, that 
hapned at the building of a Church, 
at the Prayers of this Captive, by 
which the, Faith of the Iherians was 


much more confirmed,. than by the 
toregoing Miracles. 


Laſily, 1f-the Peace of God rule in 
cur Hearts, into which we are called in 
one Body by Chriſt, whom God bath gi- 
ven to be head over all things to the 
Church, which is his Body, the fulneſs 
of him that filleth all in all, ( as the 
Apoltle ſpeaks) Eph. 1, 22,23. Then 
we muſt abhor all Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, and every falſe way. But 
the wick:d (ſaith the Prophet) arelike 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot reFF, 
whoſe Waves caſt up Mire and Dirt, 
There i no Peace, ſaith my God to thy 
wicked, a. 57-20, 2 1. becauſe they have 
noGrace, He that deſires the Peace of 
Ged to rule in our Hearts in this Text, 
hath wiſhed Grace and Peace to us from 
God our. Father, and from our Lord Feſus 

EL Chriſt 
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GIA, and vowed he would herezt- 
ter Wor ſhip him as God, it he eſcape 
' our of tins danger, 3n "which now 
he was. While he was thir kingon 


©. theſe things with himfelt, th e dark: 


neſs Ingdenty fed away, and the 
Air rEtur ned to its Serenity, and 
the Rays of the Sun being ſcatter- 
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in ſafety : And having Communi- 
cated with the Queen that which 


had hapned to him, and calling 
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. ws Benefits that befel him and his 


Wiftzaz and although he was lcarce 
initiated into the Chriſtian Religi- 
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© Queen's Exhbttation, the King and 
* the Nation 'of the Jberians was 
* brought over from Paganiſm, to 
* the Faith of Chriſt. Thus far are 
tne words of S$czomen,. where we may 
alio read of a great Miracle, that 
hapned at the building of a Church, 
at the Prayers of this Captive, by 
Which the. Faith of the Therians was 


much more confi:med,. than by the 
foregoing Viracles. 


Laſily, If the Peace of God rule in 
cur Hearts, into which we are called in 
one Body by Chriſt, hom God hath pi- 
ven to be head over all things to io: 
Church, which is his Body, the fuineſs 
of him that filleth all in ail, ( as the 
Apoltle ſpeaks) Eph. 1, 22,23. Then 
we muſt abhor all Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, and every falſe way. But 
the wick:d (laith the Proph:t) arclike 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot reft, 
whoſe Wares caſt up Mire and Dirt, 
T here is n0 Peace, ſaith my God 19 the 
wicked, 1a. 57.20, 2 1. becauſe they have 
»oGrace, He that deſires the Peace of 
God to rule in our Hearts in this "Text, 
hath wiſhed Grace and Peace to 1s from 
God our. I'ather, and from our Lord Feſus 
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Chriſt, in the ſeconddMerſe of the firſt 
Chapter : Theſe wo God hath joyned 
together, its Grace, that uſhers in Peace 
. tnto our Hearts, even the Grace: of 
Love, the Ground and Ceontinuarce 
of Peace : The Peace of God 15 incon- 
ſiltent with idolatry, _ becauſe it is 
incontiftent wich Grace even the Grace of 
God that bringeth Salvation, Tit.2.11, 
whereas Icviatry brings nothing but 
Heatheniſh Superitition and Darmnati- 
Ott. I ſent unto 5ru all my Servants 
the Prophets, riſ'ng early, and ſending 
them, ſayinr, O do not this abominable 
. thing that 1 hate, Jer. 44, 4+ Salth 
the Lord by the 13outh of his Ser- 
vant Feremiab, What Peace (laith Fehu 
to Joram) ſo long as the Whoredoms of 
thy Mother )ezctel, and ber Witchcrafts 
are (o mary? 2 Kin. 9,22, 
T heodoret ſets Leforeus a noble Exain- 
ple of Va/entinian's Abhorrency of Ido- 
latry, 4.3. 15. before his Advance- 
ment to the Imperial Dignity 5 for 
( faith he) when that mad Tyrant, 
Tulian, the Apcſtate, was to enter into - 
-the Temple of Fortune, and the Ido- 
latrous Prieſts ſtood on .cach ſide of 
tne Door, that they might expiats 
with Holy Water, . Aqua acalaes 6 as 
they , 
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they chought, all thoſe that entred in; 
Valentinion | Rog: before him, feeing 


a drop of that Warer fall upon his 
Cloak. with his Filt hs ftrack Gown 


the Prieft, adding this memorable Say- 
Ing, whereby he eſteemed the Chri- 
{tian Religion, . defiled by that Hea- 
theniſh Cer remonyfay! wg, He was Pollu- 
ted and Defiled, not expiated er cleanſed ; 
which tning that execrable Tyrant | 
beho!ding, he baniſhed him inco the 

Deſert ; but after one year, and a few 
Days, for a reward of his Confeſſion, 
he received the Roman Empire, Gaith 
T heodoroet 


But how different was his Son Va- 
lentinian Minor from his Father, the 
ſame Theodoret tells us, that being bred 
up by his Mother, was ſzduced by her 
to embrace the Arian Impiety, .and 
perſecuted the Oxthodoxw 5 but bcing 
overthrown by, Maxims, the Tyrant, 
(that under pretence of Religion un- - 
dertook the Defence of the diltreſied) 
as it often falls out ; . He fled into I. 
© Jiricam, ſaith Theodoret, being tavghe 
* by experience,” what Profit his Mo- 
* thers Councel brought him. . Theo- 
; . 7s the. FARrn Emperour, being 

© Fifty 
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But how difierent was his Son Va- 
entinian "Marr tron his Farker, the 
jþ 2me Theodoret tells us, that being bred 
up by his Mother, was jzUuced by ter 
© embrace the Avian Lmpiety ain 
perſecuted the Oxthodox 5 but buing 
overthrown by Maxim, "the T\ yrant, 
(that under pretence of Religion un- 
dertook the Defence of the diftreited) 
as it often falls out ; . He fled into 7. 
E liricam, faith Theoderet, being tavghe 
F by exnciience, what Profit his is Mo- 
* thers Counce] brought him. Theo- 
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* Fifty Years old, ' thought bimſe 
© obliged to do ſomewhat for his 
? * Colleague in the Empire,out of Piety: 
* and pity, and to reduce him to the. 

* true Religion; before he would pro- 
* mile him any Relief in this Cala- 
* mity; therefore he wrote unto him, 
© that he would not wonder, that Fear 
© and Flight ſhould accompany him 
* being a lawful Emperor, but Cou- 

© rage and Victory ſhould attend him, 
"© that was an Uſurping Tyrant ; for 
you did oppoſe the true- Religion, 

and he, tnough a Tyrant, didde- . 

tend it; hence it is, that you having 

calt away the was Religion, have 
diſarmed it your ſelf, and are fled 
{tript; and Maximus, being armed: 
with it, hath overthrown naked Ya: 
Ientinian: for God is a favourer of 
2D Religion, being the Author of: © 
: Theodofins was not content to. 
—_ written thus, when Valentinian 
that had loft his own Dominion, 
was entred into his; before all- 
things he applies neceflary Phylick, - 
by whollome words. unto his Soul, - 
and drives out the diſeaſe of He- - 
refie, that had ſeized upon him, 
.and brings him back again. to his 
| SL Father S- 
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* Father's Religion ; and' having ſo _ 


* done, bids him be of good cheer, 
* and marches immediately againſt 
* the prevailing Tyrant with his Ar- 
* mies, and without ſhedding a drop 
| * of Blood, reſtores the Empire of the 
_ © of the ef, to the young Valenti- 
* vian, and him to-it, and bilks the 
" Tyrant. 
<1 For Concluſion. 

If the Peace of God rule in our Hearts 
as it ought, God will gnide over Feet in the 
way of Peace for ever, Luk 1- 79. as 
Zacharias concludes his Benedifius: He 
will take the ſtick of Joſeph, which « 
in the Hand of Ephraim, and the Tribes 
of. Iſrael bis Fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the ftick of Judah, 
and make them one ſtick, and they ſhall be 
one in mine Hand, ſaith the Lord by the 
Prophet Ezek. 37. 19. It ſhall be no 
more, Ephraim againſt Manaſſeb, and 
Manaſſeb againſt Ephraim, and they 
both together againſt Judah, Iſa. 9.21. 
Aſlenter againit Diſſenter, and Diiſen- - 
ter againſt Aſſznter, and both againſt 
his Peace of God, that ought to rule 
in our Hearts ; but he will teach us bus 
ways, and we ſhall walk in his paths, 
Ia. 2. 3. that our Church may be Holi- 
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* Fifty Years old, thought bimſelf 
* obliged to do ſomewhar for his 
: Colleague: in the Empire,out of Piety 
* and pity, and to reduce him to the 
* true Religion, before he would pro- 
* mile him any Relief in this Cala- 
* mity; therefore he wrote unto him, 
that he would not wonder, that Fear 
© and Flight ſhould accompany him 
* being a lawiul Emperor, but Cou- 
© rage and Victory ſhould attend him, 
© that was an Ulurping Tyrant ; for 
© you did Oppoſe the true Religion, 
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lentinian: for God is a favourer of 
true Religion, being the Author of ' 
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have written thus, when Valentinian 
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was entred into his; before all. 
things he applies neceflary Phyſick, 
by wholiome words. unto his Soul, 
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* Father's Religion ; and having fo 
* done, bids him be of good cheer, 
* and marches immediately againſt 
the prevailing Tyrant with his Ar- 
mies, and without ſhedding a drop 
of Blood, reſtores the Empire of the 
of the Fe, to the young Valenti- 
* zian, and him to it, and bilks the 
" Tyrant, 

For Concluſion. 

If the Peace of God rule in our Hearts 
as it ought, God will guide our Feet in the 
way of Peace for ever, Luk, 1 79. as 
Zacharias concludes his Benedifius: He 
will take the ſtick of Joſeph, which 5 
in the Hand of Ephraim, and the Tribes 
of Ifrael bis Fellows, and will put them 
with him, even with the ſtick of Judah, 
and make them one ſtick, and they ſhall be 
one in mine Hand, faith the Lord by the 
Prophet Ezek. 37. 19. It ſhall be no 
more, Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh, and 
Manaſſeb againſt Ephraim, and they 
both together againſ# Judah, Iſa. 9.21. 
Aſlenter againit Diſlenter, and Dilſen- - 
ter againſt Affznter, and both againſt 
his Peace of God, that ought to rule 
in our Hearts ; but he will teach us bus 
ways, and we ſhall walk in his paths, 
Ha. 2. 3. that our Church may be Holi- 
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meſs to the Lord, the firſt fruits of hs in 
creaſe, Jer. 2: 3: There are ſome that 
take the Feet for the Aﬀetions of the 
Soul, but there is no neceſlity to take 
the wordſo.; for, the Feet, and way, 
may be better referred to all the Ati- 
ons of Men, inward and outward, 
And the intent is rather to ſhew that 
Chriſt is come,not only to give know- 
ledge, But to reform our Life and Pra- 
ice, and to condudt us by vertuous 
and Peaceful Courſes to Happinels : 
And the way of Peace, Rom. 3. 17. how- 
foever it may ſeem to be meant of 
all that is peaceful to others, -as 1/a- 59. 
7, 8. yet perhaps even there too,it may 
refer to that which is: peaceful to 
our ſelves, whether that which brings 
Peace, to the Conſcience, or generally, 
all Peace, thatis, Proſperity,as the word . 
ſignifies every where in the Hebrew 
Tongue. Ged doth by the coming of 
Chriſt, pride cur Feet into the way of. 
Peace by theſe Six Steps, whioh are as the 
Six Branches' of ihe Golden Cendleftick, 
Exod. 37. 18. ſtanding before the Lord 
of the whole Earth, to enlighten our 
Darkneſs, and dire& our way towards 
him, who « the way, the Truth, and the 
Life, . Joh. 14. 6, 
ife, ep 
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And this Text goes as it were before 
the Face of the Lord, to keep our 
Feet in ther. Tbs 

Firſt, By bringing us to Reconcilia- 
tion, and Peace with God, as Elphaz, 
councels Fob; Acquaint now thy ſelf, 
with him, and be at Peace, thereby good 
ſhall come unto, thee, Job: 22. 21. of 
which, Rom. 5. 1. Therefore, being juu- 
fified by Faith, we have Peace ith God 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt: 

_ Secoudly,, Then, - by. that we have 
Peace. with all the Creatures of God, 
which before were. at. enmity with us... 
not only the: bleſſed Angels, but all 
the reſt ; the ſtones of Field and Beaſts: - 
At Deftruition and Famine thou ſhalt laugh, 
neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the Beaſts of 
the Earth 3 for thou ſhalt be in League 
with the ſtones of the Field, and the 
Beaſts of the Field ſhall be at Peace with 
| thee; and thou ſhalt know that thy Ta- 
bernacle ſhall be in Peace, Job F. 22, - 
23, 24. - 

Thirdly, Next we have Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind, that is, the 
Heart is not filled with fear, ſuſpe& 
if but. a Thief ſtir ; but contrary 
ways TheGodly Man ſhall not be afraid. 
of evil Tidings; for his Heart is fixed;and. 


he 


oh, 164 : 8 
believeth in the Lord, ſaith the P/almiſt, © 
Pſal. 112. 7. lee Ia. 57, 20. 

Fourrhly,Further, We havePeace with 
Men ; we ſtrive as muchas may be to-. 
have it ſoz and for our parts are not 
only Peace-keepers, but Peace-makers, 
to have theBleſſing pronounced to ſuch, 
for, they:ſhall be called the Children of God, 
faith our Saviour, Marth, 5. 9. 

Fifthly, We endeavour to keep In- 
' Nnocency and a good Conſcience in 

whatſoever Condition: or. Station we. 
are in this World, which will bring 
Peace at laſt. Mark the perfef} Man, 
and behold the Upright ; for the end of 
that Man tis Peace, faith holy David, 
Pal. 37. 37 | 

Sixthly, Laſtly, in Peace we depart 
out of this Life, with old Simeon, and 
enter into the Land of Peace, and E- 
ternal reſt. -O | bleſled State, even 
here, how much more there ? 

And all this, beloved Brethren, Ikt 
us the more enfore upon our ſelves, 
becauſe we do ſee the times are ſuch, 
wherein many fall away to Popery, and 
other damnable Hereſies: And many 
| ſhall follow their pernicious ways, by rea- 

_ Jon of whim,the way of Truth ſhall be evil 

ſpoken of, 2 Pet.2-2. (and conſequently 


the 


C TI19; 33. 
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the way of Peace) faith the 'Upoſihn _ 
Let us faſten our Footſteps the ſurelier, 


and the more warily, becauſe : we fee 


their ſad overthrow - before .us as a © 


warning of our own Weaknels, and 
evermore hold us by the God of Peace, 
and with the PſalmifF, deſiring him 
to eſtabliſh our Foot-tteps in his ways, 
that we fall not from'him. Hd up thy 


Goings .in thy Paths, that. thy Foor-jteps _ 


- ſlip not ; And again, Order my oP in 


thy word, and let not any Iniquity have 


Dominion over me, Plal. 17, 5- and 


_ And contrariways (becauſe Contra- 
ries belong the'ſame Science) how mi- 


ferable is the State of the wicked, that 
have God their Enemy, and the Crea-_ - 
tures of God, divided in themſelves, 


contentious Men,and gcelighting in War 


and Strife,as if they had been mounted 


.upon.the Red Horſe with bim, towhoms 


power was given to take Peace from the 


Earth, and tha# they ſhould kill one ano= 


.ther, as you read at the opening of 
_the ſecond Seal, Rev. 6. 4, The way. \ 


of Peace they have not known, (ait 


the Apoſtle, - For there is no fear of ' 
God before ' their Eyei, that is the 


true Reaſon .of it p Rom. 


p, 


( 
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